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And Jesus said unto him: This day is salvation come to this house, for-
asmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost.—LUKE xix. 9, 10,

Introductory Note

HE author of this instructive volume is in the direct line
of missionary pioneers to the Moslem world. He fol-
lows Raymond Lull, Henry Martyn, Ion Keith-Falconer, and
Bishop French, and, with his friend and comrade the Rev.
James Cantine, now stands in the shining line of succession at
the close of a decade of patient and brave service at that
lonely outpost on the shores of the Persian Gulf. Others have
followed in their footsteps, until the Arabian Mission, the
adopted child of the Reformed Church in America, is at
present a compact and resolute group of men and women at
the gates of Arabia, waiting on God’s will, and intent first of
all upon fulfilling in the spirit of obedience to the Master the
duty assigned them.

These ten years of quiet, unflinching service have been full
of prayer, observation, study, and wistful survey of the great
task, while at the same time every opportunity has been im-
proved to gain a foothold, to plant a standard, to overcome a
prejudice, to sow a seed, and to win a soul. The fruits of this
intelligent and conscientious effort to grasp the situation and
plan the campaign are given to us in this valuable study of
¢¢ Arabia, the Cradle of Islam.” It is a missionary contribu-
tion to our knowledge of the world. The author is entirely
familiar with the literature of his subject. English, German,
French, and Dutch authorities are at his command. The less
accessible Arabic authors are easily within his reach, and he
brings from those mysterious gardens of spices into his clear,
straightforward narrative, the local coloring and fragrance, as
well as the indisputable witness of original medieval sources.
The ethnological, geographical, archeological, commercial, and
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3 INTRODUCTORY NOTE

political information of the descriptive -chapters brings to our .

hands a valuable and readable summary of facts, in a form
which is highly useful, and will be sure to quicken an intelligent
interest in one of the great religious and international problems
of our times.

His study of Islam is from the missionary standpoint, but
this does not necessarily mean that it is unfair, or unhistorical,
or lacking in scholarly acumen. Purely scientific and aca-
demic study of an ethnic religion is one method of approaching
it. It can thus be classified, labelled, and put upon the shelf in
the historical museum of the world’s religions, and the result
has a value which none will dispute. This, however, is not the
only, or indeed the most serviceable, way of examining, esti-
mating and passing a final judgment upon a religious system.
Such study must be comparative; it must have some standard
of value; it must not discard acknowledged ests of excellence ;
it must make use of cermin measurements of capacity and
power ; it must be pursued in the light of practical ethics, and
be in harmony with the great fundamental laws of religious ex-
perience and spiritual progress which have controlled thus far
the regenerative processes of human development.

The missionary in forming his final judgment inevitably com-
pares the religion he studies with the religion he teaches. He
need not do this in any unkind, or bitter, or abusive spirit.
On the contrary, he may do it with a supreme desire to un-
cover delusion, and make clear the truth as it has beea given
to him by the Great Teacher. He may make a generous and
sympathetic allowance for the influence of local environment,
he may trace in an historic spirit the natural evolution of a
religious system, he may give all due credit to every worthy
element and every pleasing characteristic therein, he may re-
gard its symbols with respect, and also with all charity and con-
sideration the leaders and guides whom the people reverence ;
yet his own judgment may still be inflexible, his own allegiance
unfaltering, and he may feel it to be his duty to put into plain,
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direct, and vigorous prose his irreversible verdict that Chris-
tianity being true, Islam is got, Buddhism is not, Hinduism is
not.

There he stands ; he is not afraid of the issue. His Master
is the one supreme and infallible judge, who can pronounce an
unerring verdict concerning the truth of any religion. He has
ventured to bear witness to the truth which his Master has
taught him. Let no one lightly question the value of the con-
tribution he makes to the comparative study of religion.

The spirit in which our author has written of Islam is marked
by fairness, sobriety, and discrimination, and yet there is no
mistaking the verdict of one who speaks with an authority
which is based upon exceptional opportunities of observation,
close study of literary sources and moral results, and undoubted
honesty of purpose.

It may not be eut of place to note the hearty, outspoken
satisfaction with which the author regards the extension of
British authority over the long sweep of the Arabian coast line.
His admiration and delight can’ only be fully understood by
one who has been a resident in the East, and has felt the blight
of Moslem rule, and its utter hopelessness as an instrument of
progress.

Let this book have its hour of quiet opportunity, and it will
broaden our vision, enlarge our knowledge, and deepen our in-
terest in themes which will never lose their hold upon the at-
tention of thoughtful men.

Jamzs S. DENNIs.



Preface

THERE are indications that Arabia will not always remain

in its long patriarchal sleep and that there is a future in
store for the Arab. Politics, civilization and missions have all
begun to touch the hem of the peninsula and it seems that soon
there will be one more land—or at least portions of it—to add
to ¢ the white man’s burden.” History is making in the Per-
sian Gulf, and Yemen will not forever remain, a tempting prize,
—untouched. The spiritual burden of Arabia is the Moham-
medan religion and it is in its cradle we can best see the fruits
of Islam. We have sought to trace the spiritual as well as the
physical geography of Arabia by showing how Islam grew out
of the earlier Judaism, Sabeanism and Christianity.

The purpose of this book is especially to call attention to
Arabia and the need of missionary work for the Arabs. There
is no dearth of literature on Arabia, the Arabs and Islam, but
most of the books on Arabia are antiquated or inaccessible to
the ordinary reader ; some of the best are out of print. The
only modern work in English, which gives a general idea of
the whole peninsula is Bayard Taylor’s somewhat juvenile
¢ Travels in Arabia.”’ In German there is the scholarly com-
pilation of Albrecht Zehm, ¢ Arabie und die Araber, seit
hundert yahren,”’ which is generally accurate, but is rather dull
reading and has neither illustrations nor maps. From the
missionary standpoint there are no books on Arabia save the
biographies of Keith-Falconer, Bishop French and Kamil Abd-
ul-Messiah.

This fact together with the friends of the author urged their
united plea for a book on this ¢¢ Neglected. Peninsula,’ its peo-
ple, religion and missions. We have written from a missionary
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6 : PREFACE

viewpoint, so that the book has certain features which are in-
tended specially for those who are interested in the m1551onary
enterprise. But that enterprise has now so large a place in
niodem thought that no student of secular history can afford
to remain in ignorance of it% movements,

Some of the chapters are necessarily based largely on the
books by other travellers, but if any object to quotation marks,
we would remind them that Emerson’s writings are said to
contain three thousand three hundred and ninety three quota-
tions from eight hundred and sixty-eight individuals! The

material for the book was collected during nine years of resi-

dence in Arabia. It was for the most part put into it present

form at Bahrein during the summer of 1899, in the midst of

many. ousside duties and distractions..
I wish especially to acknowledge my indebtedness to W. A.
Buchanan, Esq., of London, who gave the initiative for the

preparation of this volume and to my friend Mr. D. L. Pierson’

who has generously undertaken the entire oversight of its pub-
lication.

The system for the spelling of Arabic names in the text fol-
lows in general that of the Royal Geographical Society. - This
system consis#, in brief, in three rules: (1) words made famil-
iar by long usage remain unchanged ; (2) vowels are pronounced
as ip Italian and consonants as in English; (3) no redundant
letters are written and all those written are pronounced.

We send these chapters on their errand, and hope that espe-
cially the later ones may reach the hearts of the Student Volun-
teers for foreign missions to whom they are dedicated; we
pray also that the number of those who love the Arabs and
labor for their enlightenment and redemption may increase.

S. M. ZWEMER.

Bahrein, Arabia. )
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THE REPUTED TOMB @OF EVE AT JIDPAH

X
THE NEGLECTED PENINSULA

¢ Intersected by sandy deserts and vast ranges of mountains it presents
on one side nothing but desolation in its most frightful form, while the
other is adorned with all the beauties of the most fertile regions. Such is
its position that it enjoys at once all the advantages of hot and of temperate
climates. The peculiar productions of regions the most distant from one
another are produced here in equal perfection. What Greek and Latin
authors mention concerning Arabia proves by its obscurity their ignorance
of almost everything respecting the Arabs. Prejudices relative to the in-
conveniences and dangers of travelling in Arabia have hitherto kept the
moderns in equal ignorance.”—AM. Niebukr (1792).

WHAT Jerusalem and Palestine are to Christendom this,
and vastly more, Mecca and Arabia are to the Moham-

medan world. Not only is this land the cradle of their religion
and the birthplace of their prophet, the shrine toward which,
for centuries, prayers and pilgrimage have gravitated; but
Arabia is also, according to universal Moslem tradition, the
original home of Adam after the fall and the home of all the
older patriarchs. The story runs that when the primal pair
fell from their estate of bliss in the heavenly paradise, Adam
landed on a mountain in Ceylon and Eve fell at Jiddah, on the
western coast of Arabia. After a hundred years of wandering
they met near Mecca, and here Allah constructed for them a
tabernacle, on the site of the present Kaaba. He put in its
foundation the famous stone once whiter than snow, but since
turned black by the sins of pilgrims! In proof of these state-
ments travellers are shown the Black stone at Mecca and the
tomb of Eve near Jiddah. Another accepted tradition says that
Mecca stands on a spot exactly beneath God’s throne in heaven.
Without reference to these wild traditions, which are soberly

17
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set down as facts by Moslem historians, Arabia is a land of
perpetual interest to the geographer, and the historian.’ -

Since Niebuhr’s day many intrepid travellers have surveyed =
the coasts and penetrated into the interior, but his charge that _

we are ignorant of the real character of the vast peninsula is
still true as far as it relates to the southern and southeastern
- districts. No traveller has yet crossed the northern boundasy
of Hadramaut and explored the Dahna desert, also called the
Roba-el-Khali, or ¢ empty abode.” The vast territory be-
tween the peninsula of Katar and the mountains of Oman is also
practically a blank on the best maps. - Indeed the only note-
worthy map of that portion of the peninsula is that of Ptolemy
reproduced by Sprenger in his ¢¢Alse Geographie Arabiens.” -
Arabia has well-defined boundaries everywhere except on the
north. Eastward are the waters of the Persian Gulf, the Strait
of Ormuz and the Gulf of Oman. The entire southern coast is
washed by the Indian Ocean which reaches to Bab-el-Mandeb
«“The Gate-of-tears,’”’” from which point the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Akaba form the western boundary. The undefined
northern desert, in some places a sea of sand, completes the

isolation which has led the Arabs themselves to call the -
peninsula their ¢ Island "’ (Jezirat-el-Arab). In factthenorth-

ern boundary will probably never be defined accurately. The

so-called ““Syrian desert,’”” reaching to about the thirty-fifth -

parallel might better be regarded as the Arabian desert, for in
physical and ethnical features it bears much greater resemblance
to the southern peninsula than to the surrounding regions of
Syria and Mesopotamia. Bagdad is properly an Arabian city
and to the Arabs of the north is as much a part of the peninsula
as is Aden to those of the southwest. The true, though shift-
ing, northern boundary of Arapia would be the limit of Nomad
encampments, but for convenience and practical purposes a

boundary line may be drawn from the Mediterranean along the .

thirty-third parallel to Busrah.

Thus the shores of Arabia stretch from Suez to the Euphrates
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delta for -a total length of nearly 4,000 miles. This coast-
line has comparatively few islands or inlets, except in the
Persian Gulf. The Red Sea coast is fringed by extensive coral
reefs, dangerous to navigation, but from Aden to Muscat the
coast is elevated and rocky, and contains several good harbors.
Eastern Arabia has a low, flat coast-line made of coral-rock
with here and there volcanic headlands. Farsan, off the
Tehamah ‘coast, famous as the centre for Arab slave-dhows;
Perim, where English batteries command the gate of the Red
Sea; the Kuria-Muria group in the Indian Ocean; and the
Bahrein archipelago in the Persian Gulf, are the only impor-
tant islands. Socotra, although occupied by an Arab popula- -
tion and historically Arabian, is by geographers generally at-
tached to Africa. This island is however under the Indian
government, and, once Christian, is now wholly Mohammedan.
The greatest length of the peninsula is about 1,000 miles,
its average breadth 600, and its area somewhat over 1,000,000
square miles. It is thus over four times the size of France or
larger than the United States east of the Mississippi River.
Arabia, until quite recently, has generally been regarded as
a vast expanse of sandy desert. Recent explorations have
proved this idea quite incorrect, and a large part of the region
still considered desert is as yet unexplored. Palgrave, in his
¢« Central Arabia"’ gives an excellent summary of the physical
characteristics of the whole peninsula as he saw it. Since his
time Hadramaut has been partially explored and theresult con-
firms his statements: ¢The general type of Arabia is that of

. a central table-land surrounded by a desert ring sandy to the

south, west and east, stony to the north. This outlying circle
is in its turn girt by.a line of mountains low and sterile for the
most, but attaining in Yemen and Oman considerable height,
breadth and fertility ; while beyond these a narrow rim of
coast is bordered by the sea. The surface of the midmost
table-land equals somewhat less than one-half of the entire
peninsula; and its special demarkations are much affected,
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nay often absolutely fixed, by the windirigs and inrunnings of the
Nefud (sandy desert). If to these central highlands or Negd,
taking that word in its wider sense, we add whatever spots of
fertility belong to the outer circles, we shall find that Arabia
contains about two-thirds of cultivated or at least of cultivata-
ble land, with a remaining third of irreclaimable desert, chiefly
on the south.”

From this description it is evident that the least attractive
part of the country is the coast. This may be the reason that
Arabia has been so harshly judged, as to climate and soil and
so much neglected by those who only knew of it from the cap-
tains who bhad touched its coast in the Red Sea and the Per-
sian Gulf. Nothing is more surprising, than to pass through
the barren cinder gateway of Aden up the mountain passes
into the marvellous fertility and delightful climate of Yemen.
Arabia like the Arab, has a rough, frowning exterior but a
warm, hospitable heart.

From the table-land of Nejd, which has an average elevation
of about 3,000 feet above the sea, there is a gradual ascent

southward to the highlands of Yemen and Oman where there’

are mountain peaks as high as 8,000 and 10,000 feet. This
diversity of surface causes an equal diversity of climate. The
prevailing conditions are intense heat and dryness, and the
world-zone of maximum heat in July embraces nearly the en-
tire peninsula. On the coast the heat is more trying because
" of the moisture from the enormous evaporation of the land-
locked basins. During part of the summer there is scarcely
any difference in the register of the wetand dry-bulb ther-

mometer. In the months of June, July and August, 1897, the’
averages of maximum temperature at Busrah were 100°, 1034°

and 102° F. ; and the minimum 84°, 8614° and 84° F. 'Nejd
has a salubrious climate, while in Yemen and Oman on the
highlands the mercury even in July seldom rises above 85°.

In July, 1892, I passed in one day’s journey from a shade tem+

perature of 110° F. on the coast at Hodeidah to one of 55° at
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Menakha on the mountains. At Sanaa there is frost for three
months in the-year, and Jebel Tobeyk in northwest Arabia is
covered with snow all winter. In fact, all northern Arabia
has a winter season with cold rains and occasional frosts.

The geology of the peninsula is of true Arabian simplicity.
According to Doughty it consists of a foundation stock of plu-
tonic (igneous) rock whereon lie sandstone, and above that
limestone. Going from Moab to Sinai we cross the strata in
the reverse order, while in the depression of the gulf of Akaba
the three strata are in regular order although again overtopped
by the granite of the mountains. Fossils are very rare, but
coral formation is common all along the coast. Volcanic for-
mations and lava (called by the Arabs, harrat) crop out fre-
quently, as in the region of Medina and Khaibar. In going
by direct route from the Red Sea (Jiddah) to Busrah, we meet
first granite and trap-rock, overtopped in the Harrat el-Kisshub
by lavas, and further on at Wady Gerir and Jebel Shear by
basalts; at the Nefud el Kasim (Boreyda) sandstones begin
until we reach the Kmestone region of Jebel Toweyk. Thence
all is gravel and sand to the Euphrates.

Arabia has no rivers and noneof its mountain streams (some
of which are perennial) reach the seacoast. At least they do
not arrive there by the owerland route, for ‘it is a well-estab-
lished fact that the many fresh water springs found in the
Bahrein archipelago have their origin in the uplands of Arabia.
At Muscat, too, water is always flowing toward the sea in
abundance at the depth of ten to thirty feet below the wady-
bed; this supplies excellent well-water. In fact the entire
region of Hasa is full of underground water-courses and per-
ennial springs. Coast-streams are frequent in Yemen during
the rain-season and often become suddenly full to overflowing
dashing everything before them. They are called sazy/, and
well illustrate Christ’s parable of the flood which demolished
the house built upon the sand.

The great wadys of Arabia are its characteristic feature,
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celebrated since the days of Job, the Arab:. These wadys,

often full to the brim in winter and black by reason of frost

but entirely dried up during the heat of summer, would never
be suspected of giving nourishment to even a blade of grass.
They are generally dry for nine and ten months in the year,

during which time water is obtained from wells sunk in the

wady-bed. Wady Sirhan runs in a southeasterly direction
from the Hauran highlands to the Jauf district on the edge of
the great Nefud; it is fed by the smaller Wady er-Rajel.
Wady Dauasir which receives the Nejran streams drains all

of the Asir and southern Hejaz highlands northward to Bahr. -

Salumeh, a small lake, the only one known in the whole pen-
insula. The Aftan is another important wady running from
the borders of Nejd into the Persian Gulf. This wady-bed is
marked on some maps as a river, flowing into the Persian Gulf
apparently by two mouths. It does not esist to-day. The
most important water-bed in Arabia is the celebrated Wady er-
Ruma, only partly explored, which flows from Hejaz across
the peninsula for nearly 8co miles in a northwesterly direction
toward the Euphrates. Were there a more abundant rainfall
this wady would reach the Shat-el-Arab and give unity to the
now disjointed water-system of Mesopotamia and north Ara-
bia! For obvious reasons the caravan routes of Arabia
generally follow the course of the wadys.

Arabia is also a land of mountains and highlands. The

1 May not this wady have been once a noble stream perhaps, as Glaser
conjectures, the fourth of the Paradise rivers? (Gen ii. 10-14.) Uponthe
question as to where the ancient Semites located Paradise Glaser says that
it was in the neighborhood of the confluence of the Euphrates and Tigris,
on the Arabianside. There the sacred palm of the city of Eridu grew; there
accopding to the view of the ancient Arabs the two larger wadys of Cen-
tral Arabia opened. The one is the Wady er-Ruma or the Gaihan; and
the other is the Wady ed-Dauasir, @ side wady of which in the neighbor-
hood of Handani still bears the name of Faishan (Pishon).—See ¢ Re-
cent Research in Bible Lands,” by H. V. Hilprecht, (Philadelphia, 1897).
Sce slso The Sunday-School Times, Vol. XXXIII., No. 49.
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most clearly developed system is the extensive range skirting
the Red Seéa at a distance of from one to three days’ journey

* from the coast. South of Mecca there are peaks of over 8,000

feet; and beyond, the range broadens out to form the Yemen
highlands, a corner of the peninsula worthy of its old name
“Arabia Felix.”” The mountains along the south coast are
more irregular and disconnected until they broaden out a sec-
ond time between Ras el Had and Ras Mussendum to form the
highlands of Oman. Along the gulf coast there are no moun-
tains except an occasional volcanic hill like Jebel Dokhan in
Bahrein and Jebel Sanam near Zobeir.

The Nejd is crossed by several ridges of which the best
known is Jebel Shammar running nearly east and west at an
altitude of about 6,000 feet. Jebel Menakib, Jebel Aared,
Jebel Toweyk and Jebel Athal are other ranges south of Jebel
Shammar and also running in a similar direction toward the’
southwest and northeast. T he Sinai peninsula is a rocky lime-
stone plateau intersected by rugged gorges and highest toward
the south in the region of Sinai proper.

Next to its wadys and mountains Arabia is characterized
chiefly by the so-called Harrat or volcanic tracks already
mentioned. These black, gloomy, barren regions occupy a
much wider extent of north Arabia than is generally supposed.
The largest is Harrat Khaibar, north of Medina, the old cen-
tre of the Jews in the days of Mohammed. It is over 100
miles in length and in some parts thirty miles wide. A wil-
derness of lava and lava-stones with many extinct crater heads,
craggy, and strewn with rough blocks of basalt and other igne-
ous rocks. In some places the lava beds are 600 feet deep.
Signs of volcanic action are still seen at Khaibar, smoke issuing
from crevices and steam from the summit of Jebel Ethnan.
A volcanic eruption was seen at Medina as late as 1256 A. D.!
and the hot and sulphur springs of Hasa and Hadramaut seem
to indicate present volcanic action.

1 Samhudi’s History of Medina. (Arabic text p. 40, sqq.)
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The sandy-tracts of the so-called Arabian deserts are termed
by the Arabs themselves zefwd (drained, exhaussed, spent),
the name given on most maps. . The general physical features
of this ‘“desert” are those of a plain clothed with stunted,
aromatic shrubs of many varieties, but their value as pasture is
very unequal, some being excellent for camels and sheep, others
absolutely worthless. Some nefuds abound in grasses and
flowering plans after the early rains, and then the desert
¢‘blossoms like the rose.” Others are without rain and
barren all year; they are covered with long stretches of drift-
sand, carried about by the wind and tossed in billows on the
weather side of the rocks and bushes.! Palgrave asserts that
some of the nefud sands are 6oo feet deep. They prevail in
the vast unexplored region south of Nejd and north of Hadra-
maut including the so-called ¢Great Arabian Desert.”” Abso-
lute sterility is the dominant feature here, whereas the northern
nefuds are the pasture lands for thousands of horses and sheep.

1 These wastes are also termed Dakhna, AAkaf, and Hamad according
to the greater or less depth or shifting nature of the sands or the more
or less compact character of the soil.
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II
THE GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS OF ARABIA

THE division of Arabia into provinces has always been

rather according to physical geography than political
boundaries. The earliest division of the peninsula, and in
some respects the most correct, was that of the Greek and Ro-
man writers into Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix. The lat-
ter epithet was perhaps only a mistaken translation of £/ Ve-
men—the land on ¢ the right hand,’”’ that is south of Mecca, for
the Orientals face east. This is contrasted with Syria which
in Arabic is called ¢ Es-Skam " or the land ¢ to the left’’ of
Mecca. The third division, Arabia Petrea, or < Stony Ara-
bia,” first appears in Ptolemy and is applied to the Sinai dis-
trict. He limits Arabia Deserta to the extreme northern desert
and so his map of the entire peninsula bears the title of Arabia
Felix. The great geographer anticipated all modern maps of
Arabia by naming the regions according to the tribes that in-
habit them; a much more intelligent method than the drawing
of artificial lines around natural features and dubbing them
with a name to suit the cartographer.

The Arab geographers know nothing of this threefold divi-
sion into sandy, stony, and happy-land. They divide the
Island-of-the-Arabs (Jezirat-el-Arab) into five provinces.! The
first is called Z/-Vemen and includes Hadramaut, Mehrah,
Oman, Shehr, and Nejran. The second £/-Hegaz, on the
west coast, so called because it is the barrier between Tehama
and Nejd; it nearly corresponds to our Hejaz, excluding its

L« Kitab Sinajet-el-Tarb” by Nofel Effendi (Beirut 1890). The author
follows the older Arabic authorities.

25
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soutbern portion. The third is Zzkama, along the coast,
between Yemen and Hejaz. The fourth is Ned, a term
loosely applied to all the interior table-lands. The fifth is
called Yemama or ’'Arud’ because it extends all the < wide "’
way between Yemen (Oman) and Nejd. It is important to
distinguish between this Arabian division and that now nearly

everywhere adopted on the maps of the occident; much con-

fusion has arisen when this distinction was not made.

The modem division of the peninsula into seven provinces :
Hejaz, Yemen, Hadramaut, Oman, Hasa, Irak and Nejd, is
according to political geography and serves all practical pur-
poses, although it is not strictly accurate. Hejaz, the Holy-
land of Arabia, includes the sacred cities of Mecca and Me-
dina. Yemen is bounded hy the line of fertility on the north
and east so as to include the important region of Asir. Ha-
dramaut has no clearly defined boundaries and stretches north-
ward to the unknown region of the Dahna. Oman is the
peninsula between the southern shore of the Gulf and the
Indian Ocean, while Hasa covers the entire coast district
north of El-Katar peninsula (on some maps called El-Bahrein).
Irak-Arabi or Irak is the northern river-country politically cor-
responding to what is called ¢¢ Turkish-Arabia.”

As to the present division of political power in Arabia, it is
sufficient here to note that the Sinai peninsula and 200 miles
of coast south of the Gulf of Akaba is Egyptian; Hejaz,
Yemen and Hasa are nominally Turkish provinces, but their
political boundaries are shifting and uncertain. The present
Shereef of Mecca at times dictates to the Sublime Porte while
the Bedouin tribes even in Hejaz acknowledge neither Sultan
nor Shereef and waylay the pilgrim caravans that come to the
holy cities unless they receive large blackmail. In Yemen the
Arabs have never ceased to fret under the galling yoke of the
Turk since it was put on their shoulders by the capture of
Sana in 1873. The insurrection in 1892 was nearly a revolu-
tion and again this year (1899) all Yemen is in arms. It is
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very suggestive that in the present revolt some of the Arabs
made use of the English flag to secure sympathy.

In Hasa, the real sovereignty of Turkey only exists in three
or four towns while all the Bedouin and many of the villagers
yield to the Dowla, neither tribute, obedience nor love. Irak
alone is actually Turkish and yields large revenue. But even
here Arab-uprisings are frequent. Nominally, however, Tur-
key holds the fairest province on the south, the religious
centres on the west and the fertile northeast of Arabia,—one-
fifth of the total area of the peninsula.

The remainder of Arabia is independent of Turkey. Petty
rulers calling themselves Sultans, Ameers or Imams have for
centuries divided the land between them. The Sultanate of
Oman and the great Nejd-kingdom are the only important
governiments, but the former lost its glory when i% seat of
power and influence was transferred to Zanzibar. Nejd in its
widest sense is governed to-day by Abd-el-Aziz bin Mitaab the
nephew of the late Mohammed bin Rashid, King Richard of
Arabia, who gained his throne by the massacre of seventeen
possible pretenders. The territory of this potentate is bor-
dered southward by Riad and the Wahabi country. North-
ward his influence extends beyond the Nefud, right away to
the Oases of Kaf and Ittery in the Wady Sirban (38° E.
Long., 31° N. Lat.) east of the Dead Sea. The inhabitan# of
these oases acknowledge Abd-el-Aziz as their suzerain paying

‘him a yearly tribute of four pounds ($20.00) for each village.

The people of the intervening district of Jauf also acknowl-
edge his rule which reaches westward to Teima. He also
commands the new pilgrim-route from the northeast which
formerly passed through Riad but now touches Hail, the capi-
tal of Nejd. The Wahabi movement has collapsed and their
political power is broken, although their influence has extended
to the furthest confines of Arabia.

The only foreign power dominant in Arabia, beside Turkey,
is England. Aden became a British possession in 1838 and
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since then British influence has extended until it now embraces
a district zoo miles long by forty broad and a population of
130,000, The Island of Perim in the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb,
. the Kuria-Muria Islands on the south coast, and Socotra are
also English. All the independent tribes on the coast from
Aden to Muscat and from Muscat to Bahrein have made ex-
clusive treaties with Great Britian, are subsidized by annual
payments or presents and are ¢ protected.” Muscat and
Bahrein are in a special sense protected states since England’s
settled policy is to have sole dominion in the Persian Gulf.
She has agencies or consulates everywhere; the postal system
of the Persian Gulf is British; the rupee has driven the piastre
out of the market and as ninety-eight per cent. of the com-
merce is in English hands the Persian Gulf may yet become an
English lake.

Arabia has no railroads, but regular caravan routes take their
place in every direction. Turkish telegraph service exists be-
tween Mecca and Jiddah in Hejaz; between Sanaa, Hodeidah
and Taiz in Yemen; and along the Tigris-Euphrates between
Bagdad and Busrah connecting at Fao (at the delta) with the
submarine cable to Bushire and India.

Of the fauna and flora of Arabia we will not here speak at
length. The most characteristic plants are the date-palm of
which over 100 varieties are catalogued by the Arab peas-
antry, and which yields a staplk food. Coffee, aromatic and
medicinal plants, gums and balsams, have for ages supplied
the markets of the world. Yemen is characterized by tropical
luxuriance, and in Nejd is the ghatha tree which grows to a

height of fifteen feet, and yields the purest charcoal in the |

world.

Among the wild animals were formerly the lion and the
panther, but they are now exceedingly rare. The wolf, wild
boar, jackal, gazlle, fox, monkey, wild cow (or white ante-
lope) ibex, horned viper, cobra, bustard, buzzard and hawk are
also found. The ostrich still exists in southwest Arabia but is

.
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not common. The chief domestic animals are the -ass, mule,
sheep, goats, but above all and superior to all, the camel and
the horse.

The exact population of a land where there is no census, and
where women and girls are never counted is of course unknown.
The Ottoman government gives exaggerated estimates for its
Arabian provinces, and travellers have made various guesses.
Some recent authorities, omitting Irak, put the total popula-
tion of Arabia as low as 5,000,000. A. H. Keane, F. R. G.
S., gives the following estimate : ?

Tierkish Arabia
Hejaz, 3,500,000
Yemen, 2,500,000
Independent Arabia :

Oman, 1,500,000
Shammar, Bahrein, etc., 3,500,000

11,000,000

Albrecht Zehm in his book ¢¢ Arabien seit hundert Jahren,”
arrives at nearly the same result :

Yemen and Asir, 3,252,000
Hadramaut, " 1,550,000
Oman and Muscat, 1,350,000
Bahrein Katif, Nejd, " 2,350,000

Hejaz, Anaeze, Kasim, and Jebel Shammar, 3,250,000

10,752,000

But undoubtedly both of these estimates, following Turkish
authorities, are too high, especially for Hejaz and Yemen. A
conservative estimate would be 8,000,000 for the entire penin-
sula in its widest extent. The true number of inhabitants will
remain unknown until further explorations disclose the real
character of southeastern Arabia, and until northern Hadra-
maut yields up its secrets. In this, as in other respects, the
words of Livingstone are true: ¢ The end of the geographical
feat is the beginning of the missionary enterprise.”’

! Geography of Asia (Vol IL, p. 460), 1896,
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THE HOLY LAND OF ARABIA-—MECCA

“The Eastern world moves slowly—egpur si muove. Half a generation
ago steamers were first started to Jiddah : now we hear of a projected rail-
way from that port to Mecca, the shareholders being all Moslems. And
the example of Jerusalem encourages us to hope that long before the end
of the century a visit to Mecca will not be more difficult than a trip to
Hebron.”—Burton (1855).

«Qur train of camels drew slowly by them: but when the smooth
Mecca merchant heard that the stranger riding with the camel men was a
Nasrany, he cried ¢ Akhs! A Nasrany in these parts!’ and with the hor-
rid inurbanity of their jealous religion he added, ¢ Ullah curse his father!’
and stared on me with a face worthy of the Koran.”—Doughty (1888).

IT is a rule laid down in the Koran and confirmed by many

traditions that the sacred territory enclosing the birth-
place and the tomb of the prophet shall not be polluted by the
visits of infidels. ‘O believers! only those are unclean who
join other gods with God! Let them not therefore after this
their year come near the Sacred Mosque.” (Surah ix. 27.)
Mohammed is reported to have said of Mecca, ¢ What a
splendid city thou art, if I had not been driven out of thee by
my tribe I would dwell in no other place but in thee. Itisnot
man, but God who has made Mecca sacred. My people will be
always safe in this world and the next as long as they respect
Mecca.” (Mishkat book XL., ch. xv.)

The sacred boundaries of Mecca and Medina not only shut
out all unbelievers, but they make special demands of ‘¢ purity
and holiness”’ (in the Moslem sense) on the part of the true
believers. According to tradition it is not lawful to carry
weapons or to fight within the limits of the Haramein, Its
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MOHAMMEDAN PILGRIMS AT MECCA

THE SACRED WELL OF ZEMZEM AT MECCA
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grass and thorns must not be cut nor must its game be molested.
Some doctors of law hold that these regulations do not apply to
Medina, but others make the burial-place of the prophet equally
sacred with the place of his birth. The boundaries of this
sacred territory are rather uncertain. Abd ul Hak says that
when, at the time of the rebuilding of the Kaaba, Abraham, the
friend of God, placed the black stone, its east, west, north and
south sides became luminous, and wherever the light ex-
tended, became the boundaries of the sacred city! These
limits are now marked by pillars of masonry, except on the
Jiddah and Jairanah road where there is some dispute as to
the exact boundary.

The sacred territory of Medina is ten or twelve miles in
diameter, from Jebel 'Air to Saocor. Outside of these two
centres all of the province of Hejaz is legally accessible to in-
fidels, but the fanaticism of centuries has practically made the
whole region round Mecca and Medina forbidden territory to
any but Moslems. In Jiddah Christians are tolerated because
of necessity, but were the Mullahs of Mecca to have their way
not a Frankish merchant or consul would reside there for a
single day.

Despite these regulations to shut out ¢ infidels '’ from wit-
nessing the annual pilgrimage and seeing the sacred shrines of
the Moslem world, more than a score of travellers have braved
the dangers of the transgression and escaped the pursuit of
fanatics to tell the tale of their adventures.! Others have lost

I'The first account of a European visiting Mecca is that of Ludovico
Bartema, a gentleman of Rome, who visited the city in 1503; his narra-
tive was published in 1555. The first Englishman was Joseph Pitts, the
sailor from Exeter, in 1678; then followed the great Arabian traveller,
John Lewis Burckhardt, 1814; Burton in 1853 visited both Mecca and
Medina; H. Bicknell made the pilgrimage in 1862 and T. F. Keane in
1880. The narratives of each of these pilgrims have been published, and
from them, and the travels of Ali Bey, and others, we know something of
the Holy Land of Arabia. Ali Bey was in reality a Spaniard, called
Juan Badia y Seblich, who visited Mecca and Medina in 1807 and lefta
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their life in the attempt even in recent years. Doughty® tells
of a Christian who was foully murdered by Turkish soldiers
when found in the limits of Medina in the summer of 1878.
Burton at one time barely escaped being murdered because
they suspected him of being an unbeliever.

Jiddah, the harbor of Mecca, is distant from the sacred city
about sixty-five miles, and is in consequence the chief port of

debarkation and embarkation for pilgrims. It has a rather ’

pretty and imposing appearance from the sea, the houses being
white and three or four stories high, surrounded by a wall and
flanked by a half dozen lazy windmills of Dutch pattern! Its
stree%s are narrow, however, and indescribably dirty, so that
the illusion of an Oriental picture is dispelled as soon as you
set foot on shore. The sanitary condition of this port is the
worst possible; evil odors abound, the water supply is pre-
carious and bad, and a shower of rain is always followed by
an outbreak of fever. The population is not over 20,000 of
every Moslem nation under heaven, Galilee of ¢the believers.”’
Its commercial importance, which once was considerable, has
altogether declined. The opening of the Suez canal and the
direct carrying of trade by ocean steamers dealt the deathblow
to the extensive coast-trade of both Jiddah and the other Red
Sea ports. The people of Jiddah, like those of Mecca, live
by fleecing pilgrims, and when the traffic is brisk and pilgrims
affluent they grow rich enough to go to Mecca and set up a
larger establishment of the same sort. There are hotel-keepers,
drummers, guides, money-changers, money-lenders, slave-deal-

long account of his travels in two volumes illustrated by many beautiful
engravings. Burton’s account of his pilgrimage isbest known, but Burck-
hardt’s is more accurate and scholarly. Of modern books, that of the
Dutch scholar, Snouck Hurgronje, who resided in Mecca for a long time,
is by far the best. His Afekka, in two volumes, is accompanied by an
atlas of photographs and gives a complete history of the city as wellas a
full account of its inbabitants and of the Java pilgrimage.

1Vol. 11., p. 157.
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ers and even worse characters connected with  the annual trans-
fer of the caravans of Agjees (pilgrims) from the coast inland.
The number of pilgrims arriving at Jiddah by sea in 1893 was
92,625. In 1880 Mr. Blunt collected some interesting statistics
of the total numbers attending the pilgrimage at Mecca,! and
his investigations prove that the overland caravans are steadily
becoming smaller,

Before any pilgrims are allowed to enter Jiddah harbor they
are compelled to undergo ten days’ quarantine at Kamaran, an
island on the west coast of Arabia; this is the first woe. At
Jiddah they remain only a few days and then having secured
their Mutawwaf or official guide they proceed to Mecca. The

STABLE OF MECCA PILGRIMAGE, 188o.
(From Blunt's « Future of Islam.”)

Arriving [ Arriving| Total Moslem
NM'ION‘%‘_T?" _OF PrGrvs. by Sea. |by Land.| Pop. represented.

Ottoman Subjects (excluding Ara-
bia) . . .. ... .. 8,500 1,000 22,000,000
Egypn.\ns v e . .« e e §,000 1,000 5,000,000
From « Barbary Shtes" e e . 6,000 —_— 18,000,000
Yemen Arabs. . . . . . . . .| 3000 —_— 2,500,000
Owan and Hadramaut. , , ., . 3,000 N 3,000,000
Nejd, etc., Arabs . . . , ., ,  — 5,000 4,000,000
Hejaz (including Mecca) . . . . ~— | 22,000 2,000,000
Negroes from Sudan. ... . ., . 2,000 —_— 10,000,000
« Zanzibar. . . . . 1,000 —_— 1,500,000
Malaban from Cape of G. Hope . 150 —_— —_—
Persians . . . . . . . ... 6,000 2,500 8,000,000
Indians (British Subjects).. , .| 15,000 —_ 40,000,000
Malays and Javanese. . . . ., ,| 12,000  — 30,000,000
Chinese . . . . . e e e 100 — 15,000,000
Mongols . . . . . .. T _ 000,000
Russians; Tartars, etc. . . . . —_ _— 5,000,000
Afghans and Baluchis . . . . — —_— 3,000,000

(included in Ottoman Haj.)

61,750 | 31,500
—  —
. 93,250

Total pilgrims present at Arafat . 175,000,000
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road is barren and uninteresting in the extreme. Halfway to
Mecca is El Had where the road divides; one branch leads
to Taif, the only fertile spot in this wilderness province, and
the other proceeds to Mecca, the ancient name of which was
Bakkah.

Were we to believe one half of what is said by Moslem
writers in praise of Mecca it would prove the Holy City to be
a very paradise of delights, a centre of learning and the para-
gon of earthly habitations. But the facts show it to be far
otherwise. The location of the city is unfortunate. It lies in
a hot sandy valley absolutely without verdure and surrounded
by rocky barren hills, destitute of trees or even shrubs. The
valley is about 300 feet wide and 4,000 feet long, and slopes
toward the south. - The Kaaba or Beit Allah is located in the
bed of the valley and all the streets slope toward it, so that it
is almost closed in on every side by houses and walls, and
stands as it were in the pit of the theatre. The houses are
built of dark stone and are generally lofty in order to accom-
modate as many pilgrims as possible in the limited space. The
streets are nearly all unpaved and in summer the sand and
dust are as disagreeable as is the black mud in the rainy sea-
son. Strangely enough, although the city itself and even the
Kaaba have more than once suffered from destructive floods
that have poured down the narrow valley, Mecca is poorly
provided with water. There are few cisterns to catch the
rains and the well water is brackish. The famous well of
Zemzem has an abundance of water but it is not fit to drink.!
The best water is brought by an aqueduct from the vicinity of
Arafat six or seven miles distant and sold for a high price by a
water-trust which annually fills the coffers of the Shereef of

1 Professor Hankin in the British Medical Fournal for June, 1894, pub-
lished the result of his analysis of Zemzem water as follows: ¢ Total
solid in a gallon, 259; Chlorine, §1.24; Free ammonia, parts per mil-
lion, 0.93; Albuminoid ammonia, .45. It comtains an amount of solids
greater than that in any well water used for potable purposes,”

PILGRIMS AROUND THE KAARA IN THE SACRED MOSQUE AT MECCA
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Mecca. This official is the nominal and often the real gover-
nor of the city. He is chosen from the Sayyids or descendants
of Mohammed living in Hejaz or secures the high office by
force. His tenure of office is subject to the approval and au-
thority of the Turkish Sultan, whose garrisons occupy the fort
near the town.

The Sacred Mosque, (Mesjid el Haram) containing the
Kaabsa or Beit Allah is the prayer-centre of the Mohammedan
world and the objective point of thousands of pilgrims every
. year. According to Moslem writers it was first constructed in
heaven, 2,000 years before the creation of the world. Adam,
the first man, built the Kaaba on earth exactly under the spot
occupied by its perfect model in heaven. The 10,000 angels
appointed to guard this house of God seem to have been very
remis in their duty for it has often suffiered at the hands of.
men and from the elements. It was destroyed by the flood and
rebuilt by Ishmael and Abraham. The legends connected with
its construction and history fill many pages of the Moslem tra-
ditions and commentaries. The name Kaaba means a cube;
but the building is not built true to line and is in fact an un-
equal trapezium.! Because of its location in a hollow and its
black-cloth covering these inequalities are not apparent to the
eye.

The Kaaba proper stands in an oblong space 250 paces long
by 200 broad. This open space is surrounded by colonnades
used for schools and as the general rendezvous of pilgrims. It
is in turn surrounded by the outer temple wall with its nineteen
gates and six minarets, The Mosque is of much more recent
date than the Kaaba which was well known as an idolatrous
Arabian shrine long before the time of Mohammed. The
Sacred Mosque -and its Kaaba contain the following treasures:’
the Black-Stone, the well of Zemzem, the great pulpit, the
staircase, and the Kubattein or two small mosques of Saab and

tIts measurements, according to Ali Bey, are 37 ft, 2in., 31 f. 7 in.,
3B ft. 4 in, 29 &, and its height is 34 ft. 4 in.
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Abbas. The remainder of the space is occupied by pavements
and gravel arranged to accommodate and distinguish the four
orthodox sects in their devotions.

The Black-Stone is undoubtedly the oldest treasure of Mecca.
Stone-worship was an Arabian form of idolatry in very ancient
times and relics of it remain in many parts of the peninsula.
Maximus Tyrius wrote in the second century, ¢ the Arabians
pay homage to I know not what god which they represent by a
quadrangular stone.”” The Guebars or ancient Persians assert
that the black stone was an emblem of Saturn and was left in
the Kaaba by Mahabad. We have the Moslem tradition that
it came down snow-white from heaven and was blackened by the
touch of sin—according to one tradition, that of an impure
woman, and according to another by the kisses of thousands of
believers. It is probably an aerolite and owes its reputation to
i fall from the sky. Moslem historians do not deny that it
was an object of worship before Islam, but they escape the
moral difficulty and justify their prophet by idle tales concern-
ing the stone and its relation to all the patriarchs beginning
with Adam.

The stone is a fragment of what appears like black volcanic
rock sprinkled with irregular reddish crystals worn smooth by
the touch of centuries. Itis held together by a broad band of
metal, said to be silver, and is imbedded in the southeast corner
of the Kaaba five feet from the ground. It is not generally
known that there is a second sacred stone at the corner facing
the south. It is called Rakn el Yemeni or Yemen pillar and is
frequently kissed by pilgrims although according to the correct
ritual it should only be saluted by a touch of the right hand.

The well of Zemzem is located near the Makam Hanbali, the
place of prayer of this sect. The building which encloses the
well was erected in A. H. 1072 (A. D. 1661) and its interior is
of white marble. Mecca perchance owes its origin as an old
Arabian centre to this medicinal spring with its abundant supply
of purgative waters for the nomads to-day go long distances

i
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to visit sulphur and other springs in various parts of Arabia.
The well of Zemzem is one of the great sources of income to
the Meccans. * The water i carried about for sale on the streets
and in the mosques in curious pitchers made of unglazed earth-
enware. They are slightly porous so as to cool the water,
which is naturally always of a lukewarm temperature, and are
all marked with certain mystical characters in black wax.
Crowds assemble around the well during the pilgrimage and
many:coppers fall to the share of the lucky Meccans who have
the privilege of drawing the water for the faithful.

The pilgrimage to Mecca should be performed in the twelfth
lunar month of the calendar called .Dk4x e/ Hzs. It is incum-
bent on every believer except for lawful hindrance because of
poverty or illness. Mohammed made it the fifth pillar of re-
ligion and more than anything else it has tended to unify the
Moslem world. The Koran teaching regarding the duties of
pilgrims at the Sacred Mosque, is as follows: ¢ Proclaim to
the peoples a Pilgrimage. Let them come to thee on foot and
on every fleet camel arriving by every deep defile.”” (Surah
xxii. 28.) ¢ Verily As Safa and Al Marwa are among the signs
of God: whoever then maketh a pilgrimage to the temple or
visiteth it shall not be to blame if he go round about them
both.” (ii. 153.) ¢ Let the pilgrimage be made in the months
already known and who so undersaketh the pilgrimage therein
let him not know a woman, nor transgress nor wrangle in the
pilgrimage. . . . It shall be no crime in you if ye seek an
increase from your Lord (by trade) ; and when ye pass swiftly
on from Arafat then remember God near the holy Mosque.
. Bear God in mind during the stated days ; but if any
haste away in two days it shall be no fault to him, and if any

tarry it shall be no fault in him.” (Surah ii. passim.)

From the Koran alone no definite idea of the pilgrim’s
duties can be gleaned; but fortunately for all true believers
the Prophet’s perfect example handed down by tradition leaves
nothing in doubt and . prescribes every detail of conduct with
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ridiculous minuteness. The orthodox way is as follows: ar-
rived within a short distance of Mecca the pilgrims, male and
female, put off their ordinary clothing and assume thegarbof a
hajee. Tt consists of two pieces of white cloth one of which is
tied around the loins and the other thrown over the back;
sandals may be worn but not shoes and the head must be left
uncovered. (In idolatrous days the Arabs did not wear any
clothing in making the circuit of the Kaaba.) On facing
Mecca the pilgrim pronounces the zzyak or ¢“intention’ :

« Here I am, O Allah, here I am;
No partner hast Thou, here I am;
'Verily praise and riches and the kingdom are to Thee;
No partner hast Thou, here am 1.”

After certain legalh ablutions the pilgrim enters the Mosque by -

the Bab-el-salam and kisses the Black-Stone making the circuit,
running, around the Kaaba seven times. (In idolatrous days
the Arabs did this in imitation of the motions of the planets; a
remnant of their Sabean worship.) Another special prayer is
said and then the pilgrim proceeds to Makam Ibrahim, where
"Abraham is said to have stood when he rebuilt the Kaaba.
There the kajec goes through the regular genuflections and
prayers. He drinks next from the holy well and once more
kisses the Black-Stone, Then follows the running between
Mounts Safa and Merwa. Proceeding outward from the
Mosque by the gate of Safa he ascends the hill reciting the
153d verse of the Surah of the Cow. ¢ Verily Safa and Merwa
are the signs of God.” Having arrived at the summit of . the
mount he turns to the Kaaba and three times recites the words:

« There is no god but God!
God is great!
There is no god save God alone!
He hath performed His promise
and hath aided His servant and
put to flight the hosts of in-
fidels by Himself alone!” ’
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He then runs from the top of Safa through the valley to the
summit of Merwa seven times repeating the aforesaid prayers
each time on both hills. This is the sixth day, on the evening
of which the pilgrim again encompasses the Kaaba. On the
next day there is a sermon from the grand pulpit. On the
eighth day the pilgrim goes three miles distant to Mina, where
Adam longed for his lost paradise (!) and there spends the
night. The next morning he leaves for Arafat, another hill
about eleven miles from Mecca, hears a second sermon, return-
ing before nightfall to Muzdalifa, a place halfway between
Mina and Arafat.

The following day is the great day of the pilgrimage. It is
called the day of Sacrifice and is simultaneously celebrated all
over the Moslem world.! Early in the morning the pilgrim
proceeds to Mina where there are three pillars called, the.
¢« Great Devil,” the ¢ Middle Pillar” and the ¢ First One.”
At these dumb idols the ¢ monotheist’ flings seven pebbles
and as he throws them says: ¢In the name of Allah and
Allah is mighty, in hatred of the devil and his shame, I do
this.”” He then performs the sacrifice, a sheep, goat, cow or
camel according to the means of the pilgrim. The victim is
placed facing the Kaaba and a knife plunged into the animal’s
throat with the cry, 4//ahu Akbar. This ceremony concludes
the pilgrimage proper; the hair and nails are then cut and the
ihram or pilgrims’ garb is doffed for ordinary clothing. Three
days more are sometimes counted as belonging to the pilgrim-
age, the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth days, called Eyyam-u-
tashrik, or days of drying flesh, because during them the flesh
of the sacrifices is cut into slices and dried in the sun to be
eaten on the return journey.

After the Meccan pilgrimage most Moslems go to Medina to
visit the tomb of Mohammed ; the Wahabees however consider

1'This religion which denies an atonement and teaches that Christ was

not crucified yet has for its great festival a feast of sacrifice to commem-
orate the obedience of Abrabam and the substitute provided by God !
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this ¢infidelity *” and honor of the creature more than of the
Creator. Other Moslems base their conduct on the saying of
the prophet himself, Man yuhajja wa lam ye-zurni fakad
Jefani, “who goes on Haj and does not visit me has insulted
me!’ The Meccans call themselves ‘¢ neighbors of God ” and
the people of Medina ¢ neighbors of the prophet.”” For long
ages a hot rivalry has existed betweén the two cities, a rivalry
.which, beginning in the taunt or jest, often ends in bloodshed.

The pilgrim, having completed all legal requirements, is
sure to visit the proper authorities and secure a cerzificate to
prove to his countrymen that he is a real Hajee and to.sub-
stantiate his religious boasting in daysto come. The certifi-
cate is also required when one goes on pilgrimage for a
deceased Moslem or a wealthy Moslem who is bedridden. In
such a case the substitute has all the pleasures (!) of the joar-
ney at the expense of his principal but the merit goes to the
man who pays the bills and who naturally craves the receipt.
The certificate is of various forms and contains crude pictures
of the holy places and verses from Koran.

Needless to relate these certificates cost money, as does
everything at Mecca save the air you breathe. No honest
Moslem ever spoke with praise of the citizens of Mecca ; many
are their proverbs to prove why wickedness flourishes in the
courté of Allah. And European travellers agree that of all
Orientals the Meccans take the palm for thoroughgoing rascal-
ity. Ali Bey dilates on the lewdness of the men and the loose-
ness of the women of Mecca. Hurgronje unblushingly lifts the
veil that hides the corruption of the sacred temple service with
its army of eunuch police, and pictures the slavemarket in full
swing within a stone’s throw of the Kaaba. Burton thus char-
acterizes the men who live on their religion and grow fat
(figuratively) by unveiling its mysteries to others:

¢ The Meccan is a covetous spendthrift. His wealth, lightly
won, is lightly prized. Pay, pensions, stipends, presents, and
the ¢Ikram’ here, as at Medina, supply the citizen with the
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MECCA CERTIFICATE, which is given to pilgrims to the sacred city, is looked upon by Moslems as practically a passport to heaven. It is especially interesting because of the inside view which it gives of the Mohammedan religion. At the top of each pageare quotations from the Koran.

[E I has, at the right-hand upper corner, the representation of the Mosque of Muz(.ialifa and tents of the Pilgrims; to the left of this, the Mosque of Nimr, near Moun} Arafat, and below it, the Mahmals of Syria and Egypt, 7.c., palanquins carried on camels, surmounted by flags. To the right is

acred mountain about 12 miles northeast of Mecca, which, in Moslem tradition, is said to be the place where Ada_m and Eve met a‘\‘fter the fal_}. The‘ three pillars of Min4 represented below, are ancient pagan shrines, at each of which every pilgrim must hurl seven stones at the devil. Near this

esjed, or Mosque of Taif, the altar of Ishmael, the Dome of Abd-el Kader in Bagdaq, and at the extreme ng!n the Dome (_)f Our Lord” Hassein al .Kerbela. where thousands of corpses of deceased Persians are brought yearly to be buried. It is northwest of Bagdad, and lies in Turkish

are also pictured the birthplaces of Mohammed. Ali Ibu Abi Talib, Abu Bekr, and Fatimeh, and the Tomb of Amina and Khadijah; also two bell-shaped hills, Jebel Thaur and Jebel Nur.

I‘E I]. pictyres the quadrangular court of the Mecca Haram, within which is the circular colonnade, enclosing the Kaasz or.Bez't Allak, th.e House of God. Below the representation of the Kaaba is.dep_icted ‘the famous station of ‘Abraham, a stone 20inches long by 15 inches wide. It is ia the shape

3 buried’in the earth.” The name of Abraham 1s connected with it from the traditton that he first built the Kaaba. Below this may be noticed the famons ‘‘ Beer Zemzem,” or Well of Zemzem, which is claimed to be the water which Hager saw, when Ishmael was dying of thirst. Around the circle

laces of the Malikis, the Hanafys, the Hanbalys and the Shafi-is, the four great sects of Islam. Around the quadrangle are 20 gates, such as Bab-su-Nebi, Gate of the Prophet, Gate of Abraham, of Peace, of Abbas, of the Mare, the Mule, Safa, of Farewell, of Wisdom, etc., etc.,—besides various shrines.

TE III. shows representations of the Holy Places of £/ Medina, the tomb of Mohammed. The large dome in the upper left-hand corner is the tomb of Mohammed. Around the page are drawn the mosque of Fatimeh, mosque of the Strength of Islam, the mosques of Hamzeh, Abu Bekr, Ali and

of Othman, and various other shrines.

TE IV. contains the Holy Shrines of Jerusalem., The Haram-es.Sherif, or the quadrangu}ar area once occupied by the temple of Solomon, occupies the centre of the page. The Mosque commonly known as the Mosque of 9_mar, !_s here styled ** Beit el Mukdas " or the Holy House. Under the dome

13 the * Rock of God,” or the ** Suspended Stone,” which the prophet kicked back when it tried to follow him to heaven. The two footprints of the prophet are pictured below the rock. Below this are the Scales of *‘ Mizan,” in which all men’s deeds are to be weighed at the last day, together with the
the life of men. At the bottom is the great Bridge of Sirat, of vast length. the width of a hair, and sharp as a razor, over which every inortal must walk barefooted. At the right of it is the pit of Jehennam or hell, and to the left Jenneh or Paradise. A hazardousfeat it is to make the jouraey,

s one's eternal destiny. Around this area are pictured the tombs of David, Solomon, Moses and Jacob, and in the right-hand upper corner is seen Jebel, Toor Sina, or Mount Sinai.
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- ;8 pictured the Mesjed or Mosque of Taif, the altar of Ishmael, the Dome of Abd-el Kader in Bagdad, and at the extreme right the Dome of ** Our Lord™’ Hassein al

THE MECCA CERTIFICATE, which is given to pilgrims to the sacred city, is looked upon by Moslems as practically a passport to heaven. It is especially interesting because of the inside view which it gives of the Mohammedan religion. At the top of each page are quotations from t
PLATE I, has, at the right-hand upper corner, the representation of the Mosque of Muzdalifa and tents of the Pilgrims; to the left of this, the Mosque of Nimr, near Mount Arafat, and below it, the Mahmals of Syria and Egypt, i.e., palanquins carried on camels, surmounted by flags.
Mount Arafat, a sacred mountain about 12 miles northeast of Mecca, which, in Moslem tradition, is said to be the place where Adam and Eve met after the fall. The three pillars of Min4 represented below, are ancient pagan shrines, at each of which every pilgrim must hurl seven stones at the
C Iferbela. where thousands of corpses of deceased
territory. There are also pictured the birthplaces of Mohammed. Ali Ibu Abi Talib, Abu Bekr, and Fatimeh, and the Tomb of Amina and Khadijah; also two bell-shaped hills, Jebel Thaur and Jebel Nur.
PLATE IIL pictures the quadrangular court of the Mecca Haram, within which is the circular colonnade, enclosing the £aaba or Besi Allak, the House of God. Below the representation of the Kaaba is depicted the famous station of :Abraham, a stone 20 inches long by 15 inches wide.
of a basin, and is buried in the earth. The name of Abraham is connected with it from the tradition that he first built the Kaaba. Below this may be noticed the famous *‘ Beer Zemzem,” or Well of Zemzem, which is claimed to be the water-which Hager saw, when Ishmael was dying of thirst,
are the praying places of the Malikis, the Hanafys, the Hanbalys and the Shafi-is, the four great sects of Islam. Around the quadrangle are 20 gates, such as Bab-su-Nebi, Gate of the Prophet, Gate of Abraham, of Peace, of Abbas, of the Mare, the Mule, Safa, of Farewell, of Wisdom, etc., etc.,—beside

S
PLATE Il1l. shows representations of the Holy Places of £/ Me¢dina, the tomb of Mohammed. The large dome in the upper left-hand corner is the tomb of Mohammed. Around the page are drawn the mosque of Fatimeh, mosque of the Strength of Islam, the mosques of Hamzeh, Aj

Silman, the tomb of Othman, and various other shrines.

PLATE IV. contains the Holy Shrines of Jerusalem. The Haram.-es-Sherif, or the quadrangular area once occupied by the tem’F }
in the black circle is the * Rock of God,” or the * Suspended Stone,” which the prophet kicked back when it tne:d to follow him to heaven. The two footprints of the prophet are pictured below the ro Below this are the Scales of ** Mizan,” in which all men’s deeds are to be weighed at the last day,
sﬁears wh‘i Bridge of Sirat, of vast length, the width of a hair, and sharp as a razor, over which every Inortal must walk barefooted, At the right of it is the pit of Jehennam or hell, and to the left Jenneh or Paradise. A hazardous feat it is tom
since on it depends one’s eternal destiny., Around this area are pictured the tombs of David, Solomon, Moses and Jacob, and in the right-hand upper corner is seen Jebel, Toor Sina, or Mount Sinai. . :

erstans are brought yearly to be buried. It is northwest of Bagdad, and

le of Solomon, occupies the centre of the page. The Most}‘u commonly known as the Mosque of Omar, Is here styled ** Beit el Mukdas ” or the Ho]-y House,
ck.
ch cut off the life of men, At the bottom is the great
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means of idleness. With him everything is on the most expen-
sive scale, his marriage, his religious ceremonies, and his house-
hold expenses. His house is luxuriously furnished, entertain-
ments are frequent, and the junketings of the women make up
a heavy bill at the end of the year. It is a common practice
for the citizen to anticipate the pilgrimage season by falling
into the hands of the usurer. The most unpleasapt peculiari-
ties of the Meccans are their pride and coarseness of language.
They look upon themselves as the cream of earth’s sons, and
Tesent with extreme asperity the least slighting word concern-
ing the Holy City and its denizens. They plume themselves
upon their holy descent, their exclusion of infidels, their strict
fastings, their learned men, and their purity of language. In
fact, their pride shows itself at every moment; but it is not the
pride which makes a man too proud to do a dirty action. The
Meccans appeared to me distinguished, even in this foul-
mouthed East, by the superior licentiousness of their language.
Abuse was bad enough in the streets, but in the house it be-
came intolerable.”?

Temporary marriages which are a mere cloak for open pros-
titution are common in Mecca and are indeed one of the chief
means of livelihood to the natives.? Concubinage and divorce
are more universal than in any other part of the Moslem
world ; * sodomy is practiced in the Sacred Mosque iwelf* and
the suburbs of the city are the scene of nightly carnivals of
iniquity, especially after the pilgrims have left and the natives

" are rich with the fresh spoils of the traffic.® As might be
expected, superstition grows rife in such a soil and under such
circumstances. Al sorts of holy-places, legends, sacred rocks,

1'This is the testimony of Captain Burton, the man who translated an
unexpurgated text of the Arabian nights and left behind a book in manu-
script which his wife had the good sense to destroy and so prevent its
Ppublication.

$ Hurgronje, - 5, Vol. IL, 31bid, p. toa. ¢Ibid., p. 11,
6 Ibid,, pp. 61-64.
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trees and houses abound. Every Moslem saint who tarried in
the city or died there has left something to be remembered and
honored.

Gross ignorance coupled with equal conceit seems to be the
universal characteristic of the people of Mecca. Modern
science is laughed at and everything turns, on the Ptolemaic
system, around the little world of the Koran. Jinn are exor-
cised ; witches and the evil-eye are avoided by amulets; in
short all the superstitious practices of the Moslem world are
cultivated in this centre of world-wide pilgrimage. Astrology
still usurps the place of astronomy and it is considered blas-
phemy to profiess to know the hour of an eclipse or the day of
the new moon before it is revealed from heaven. Alchemy is
the science that attracts the Meccan ph)réician more than the
marvels of surgery; potions of holy-writ or talismans are still
in use for sprains and dislocations. Their ignorance of geogra-
phy and history beyond the confines of the pilgrim-world is
pathetic. One of the chief Mullahs asked Hurgronje ¢ how
many days was the caravan journey from Moskop. (Russia) to
Andalusia (Spain) ?’’ * A government printing-press has been
opened at Mecca in recent years and an official gazette is pub-
lished ; but even Turkish civilization and learning are consid-
ered far from orthodox for their ways partake too much of those
of the “infidels”’ of the rest of Europe. Photography is a
forbidden art and money with ‘¢images’’ of queens and em-
perors is only used with the prayer #s?zg fr allak, 1 ask par-
don of God.” On the other hand many old European coins
no longer current are looked upon as being doubly valuable as
amulets and charms. One of these, the Mishkask is supposed
to have special virtues for newly-married women.

«The irony of history,” as Hurgronje remarks, was not
satisfied that at Medina the grave of Mohammed who cursed
saint-worship should become a centre of pilgrimage, but added
the. circumstance that at Mecca, Moslem women, who reject
images and Christ-worship, should prize as an amulet the im-
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age of Jesus and an Evangelist.”” Of course, the women
themselves are in total ignorance of the inscription and char-
acter of the coin.

There is a great abundance of schools at Mecca but no
education. Everything is on the old lines, beginning and end-
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A CHRISTIAN COIN USED AS AN AMULET BY MECCAN WOMEN.!

ing with the Koran, that Procrustean bed for the human intel-
lect. ¢ The letter killeth.”” And it is the Zetfer first, foremost
and always that is the topic of study. The youth learn ‘to
read the Koran not to understand its meaning, but to drone it
out professionally at funerals and feasts, so many chapters for
so many shekels. Modern science or history are not even
mentioned, much less taught, at even the high-schools of
Mecca. Grammar, prosody, calligraphy, Arabian history, and
the first elements of arithmetic, but chiefly the Koran com-
mentaries and traditions, traditions, traditions, form the curric-
ulum of the Mohammedan college. Those who desire a post-
graduate course devote themselves to Mysticism ( Tassawaf )
or join an order of the Derwishes who all have their represent-
ative sheikhs at Mecca.

The method of teaching in the schaols of Mecca, which can
be taken as an example of the best that Arabia affords, is as
follows, The child of intellectual promise is first taught his
alphabet from a small wooden board on which they are written

1'This coin is called Miéskkask and is a Venetian coin of Duke Aloys
Mocenigo I. (1570-77 A. D.). On one side the Duke is kneeling before
St. Mark the patron saint of Venice and on the other is the image of
Christ surrounded by stars.
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by the teacher; slates are unknown. Then he learns the
Abjad or numerical value of each letter—a useless proceeding
at present as the Arabic notation, originally from India, is
everywhere in use. After this he learns to write down the
ninety-nine names of Allah and to read the first chapter of the
Koran; then he attacks the last two chapters, because they are
short. The teacher next urges him through the book, making
the pupil read at the top of his voice. The greatest strictness
is observed as to pronunciation and pauses but nothing what-
ever is said to explain the meaning of the words. Having
thus finished the Koran, that is, read it through once, the pupil
takes up the elements of grammar, learning rules by rote both
of sarf (inflection) and nza/w (syntax). Then follow the lib-
eral sciences, a/-manti% (logic), al-hisab (arithmetic), al-jabr
(algebra), al-ma’ana wa’! beyan (rhetcric and versification),
al-fikkh (jurisprudence), al-aki:d (scholastic theology), at-
tafsir (exegetics), i/m wlusul (science of sources of interpre-
tation) and lastly, the capstone of education, e/ahadith (tra-
ditions). Instruction is given by lectures; text-books are
seldom used ; lessons begin in the morning and continue for a
few hours; in the afternoon they are interrupted by prayer-
time. Even at Mecca the favorite place for teaching is in the
Mosque-court where constant interruptions and distractions
must make it pleasant for a lazy pupil.
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A MECCAN WOMAN IN HER BRIDAL COSTUME

A WOMAN OF MECCA
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THE HOLY LAND OF ARABIA—MEDINA

« Within the sanctuary or bounds of the city all sias are forbidden; but
the several schools advocate different degrees of strictness. The Imam
Malik, for instance, allows no latrinz nearer to El Medina than Jebel Ayr,
a distance of about three miles. He also forbids slaying wild animals,
but at the same time he specifies no punishment for the offence. All
authors strenuously forbid, within the boundaries, slaying man, (except
invaders, infidels and the sacrilegious) drinking spirits and leading an
immoral life. . In regard to the dignity of the sanctuary there is but one
opinion ; a number of traditions testify to its honor, praise its people and
threaten dreadful things to those who injure it or them.”—ZBsrion.

ABOUT seventy miles southeast of Mecca is the small but

pleasant town of Taif, to which the pashas condemned
for the murder of Abdul Aziz Sultan were banished. It is one
of the most interesting and attractive towns of all Arabia, being
surrounded by gardens and vineyards from which Mecca has
been supplied for ages. The tropical rains last from four to
six weeks at Taif, and good wells abound to water the gardens
when the rains cease, so that the place is famous for its garden-
produce. In close proximity to the barren Mecca district
Taif is a paradise for the pilgrim and a health resort for the
jaundiced, fever-emaciated Meccan. At Taif Doughty saw
three old stone idols of ““the days of ignorance’’ ; £/ Usza,
a block of granite some twenty feet long; another called
Hubbal, with a cleft in the middle, “ by our Lord Aly’s sword-
stroke’’; and £/ Lat, an unshapely crag of grey granite.
These were earlier stone-gods of the Arab, and now lie for-
saken ‘in the dirt, while their brother-god, the famous Black-
Stone, receives the reverence of millions !

145
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The road from Mecca to El Medina—¢z%e city"—so
called because the prophet chose it as his home in time of per-
secution—leads nearly due north. It is an uninteresting, and
for the most part, a forsaken country that separates the rival
cities. Burton writes that it reminded him of the lines,

¢ Full many a waste I’ve wandered o’er,
Clomb many a crag, crossed, many a shore,
But, by my halidome
A scene so rude, so wild as this,
Yet so sublime in barrenness,
Ne'er did my wandering footsteps press,
Where’er I chanced to roam.”

“"There are two caravan-routes, both of which are used by the
pilgrims, but the eastern road is used most frequently.

The region between Mecca and Medina is the home of the
ancient poets of Arabia and is classic ground. The seven
Moallakat or suspended poems find their scene in this region.
Lebid wrote : -

¢ Deserted is the village—waste the halting place and home,
At Mina, o'er Rijam and Ghul wild beasts unheeded roam,
On Rayyan hill the channel lines have left their naked trace,
Time-worn as primal writ that dints the mountain face.”

El Medina, formerly called YatArib, is now also called £/
Munowera, the ¢ illuminated,” and devout Moslems com-
monly claim to see, on approaching the city, a luminous haze
hanging over i% mosques and houses. The legends and
superstitions that cluster around the last resting-place of the
Prophet are not less in number nor less credible than those that
glorify the place of his birth, although the town is only about

1The western or coast route goes by Koleis, Rabek, Mastura, and near
Jebel Eyub (Job’s Mountain) over Jebel Subb, then to Suk-es-Safra and
Suk el Jedid to Medina, The eastern road was the one taken by Burton,
and goes by way of El Zaribah, El Sufena, El Suerkish, etc., 2 distance
248 miles.
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half the size and contains 16,000 inhabitants. It consists of
three principal divisions: the town proper, the fort and the
suburbs. It is surrounded by a wall forty feet high ; the streets
are narrow and unpaved ; the houses are flat-roofied and double-
storied.

The current dispute, however, for many centuries has been
regarding the relative sanctity and importance of the two cities,
Mecca and Medina. A visit to Medina is called Ziyarat, as
that to Mecca is called Hay ; the latter is obligatory by order
of the Koran, while the former is meritorious on the authority
of tradition. The orthodox further stipulate, that circumambu-
lation around the prophet’s tomb at Medina is not allowed as
around theKaaba at Mecca nor should men wear the 747am, nor
kiss the tomb. On the other hand, to spit upon it or treat it
with contempt, as the Wahabees did, is held to be the act of

- an infidel. To quote again from Burton: ¢ The general con-

sensus of Islam admiw the superiority of the Beit Allah at
Mecca to the whole world; and declares Medina to be more
venerable than every part of Mecca, and consequently all the
earth, except only the Beit Allah. This last is a susfe milicsu
view by no means in favor with the inhabitants of either
place.”

The one thing that gives Medina claim to sanctity is the
prophet’s tomb, and yet there is some doubt as to whether he
is feally buried in the mosque raised to his honor ; of course
every Moslem, learned or ignorant, believes it, but there are
many arguments against the supposition." One of these argu-

t These arguments may be stated briefly as follows :
1. A tumult followed the announcement of the prophet’s death, and
Omar threatened destruction to any one who asserted it. Is it probable

- that a quiet interment took place ?

2. Immediately after Mohammed's death a dispute about the suc-

" cession arose, in the ardor of which, according to the Shiahs, the house

of Ali and Fatima, near the present tomb, were threatened by fire.
3. The early Moslems would not be apt to rezerence the grave of the
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ments alone would have little value against so old a tradition
and practice, but their cumulative force cannot be denied, and
throws serious doubt on the question whether the present
mosque of the prophet contains any trace of his remains. On
the other hand pious Moslems afhirm that the prophet is not

prophet, as do those of later date, when tradition bas exalted him above
the common humanity. The early Moslems were indifferent as to the
exact spot,

4. The shape of the prophet’s tomb was not known in early times, nor
is it given in the traditions; so that we find convex graves in some lands
and fiat in others.

5. The accounts of the learned among the Moslems are discrepant as
to the burial of Mohammed.

6. Shiah schismatics had charge of the sepulchre for centuries, and
because of its proximity to the graves of Abubekr and Omar, it was in
their interest to remove the body.

7. Even the present position of the grave, with relationtq other graves,
is in dispute, because the tomb-chamber (/jrae4) is closely guarded by
eunuchs, who do not allow any one to enter.

8. The tale of the blinding light which surrounds the prophet’s tomb
seems a plausible story to conceal a defect.

9, Mohammed el Halebi, the Sheikh-el Ulema of Damascus, assured
Burton that he was permitted to pass the door leading into the tomb-
chamber, and that he saw no trace of a sepulchre.

10. Moslem historians admit that an attempt was made in A. H. 412
to steal the bodies of Mohammed and the two companions by the third
Fatimite Caliph of Egypt; they relate marvels connected with the failure
of the attempt, and assert that a trench was dug deep all around the
graves'and filled with molten lead to prevent the theft of the body.

11. In A. H. 654 the mosque was destroyed by a volcanic eruption,
according to the Moslem historians, but the tomb-chamber escaped all
damage! Again in A. H. 887 it was struck by lightning. ¢ On this
occasion,” says El Samanhudi (quoted by Burckhardt) ¢ the interior of the
Hujrah (tomb-chamber) was cleared and three deep graves-were found in
the inside full of rubbish, but the author of this history, who himself
entered it, saw no trace of tombs.” The same author declared that the
coffin containing the dust of Mohammed was cased with silver.

12, Lastly the Shiah and Sunni accounts of the prophet’s death and
burial are contradictory as to the exact place of burial.
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really dead, but ¢ eats and drinks in the tomb until the day of
resurrection,”’ and is as much alive as he ever was.

The Mesjid-el-Nebi or prophet’s mosque at Medina is about
420 feet long by 340 broad. It is built nearly north and south
and has a large interior courtyard, surrounded by porticoes.
From the western side we enter the Rauza/ or prophet’s garden.
On the north and west it is not divided from the rest of the por-
tico ; on the south side runs a dwarf wall and on the east it is
bounded by the lattice-work of the Husrah. This is an irregu-
lar square of about fifty feet separated on all sides from the walls
of the Mosque by a broad passage. Inside there are said to be
three tombs carefully concealed inside the iron railing by a heavy
curtain arranged like a four-post bed. The Hujrah has four
gates, all kept locked except the fourth which admits only the
officers in charge of the treasure, the eunuchs who sweep the
floor, light the lamps and carry away the presents thrown into
the enclosure by devotees. It is commonly asserted that many

1.Mohommed
E 2.Abu bekr
3.0mar
4.Fatimah
5.(The dotted space left. empty
for JESUS)(Nebi 1sq)

REPORTED ARRANGEMENT OF THE INTERIOR OF THE HUJRAH.

early Moslem saints and warriors desired the remaining space
for their grave, but that by Mohammed's wish it is reserved
for 'Isa on his second coming and death. The story of a
coffin suspended by magnets has of course no foundation in
fact and may have arisen from the crude drawings of the
tombs.
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The siyarak at the Mosque consis®% in prayers and alms-giv-
ing with silent contemplation on the sacred character of Mo-
hammed. The following sample ¢ prayer’ offered at the
shrine of Fatima, gives some idea of what is to Christian ears
a blasphemous service: ¢ Peace be upon thee, O daughter of
the apostle of Allah! Thou mother of the excellent seed.
Peace be upon thee thou Lady amongst women. Peace be upon
thee, O Fifth of the people of the Prophet’s garment! A pure
one, O virgin! Peace be on thee, O spouse of our Lord, Ali
el Murtaza, O mother of Hasan and Hussein, the two Moons,
the two Lights, the two Pearls, the two prinoes of the youth of
Heaven, the Coolness of the eyes of true believers! etc., etc.”
The prayers offered at the prophet’s grave are more fulsome in
their praise and of much greater length, What would the
camel-driver of Mecca say if he heard them ?

As at Mecca so at Medina the townspeople, one and all,

live on the pilgrims. The keeper of the Mosque is a Turkish

Pasha with a large salary and many perquisites; there are’

treasurers and professors and clerks and sheikhs of these eunuchs
kept on salary. Sweepers and porters, all eunuchs, and guides
as at Mecca who live by backsheesh or extortion. Water-car-
riers here too peddle about the brackish fluid by the cupful to
thirsty pilgrims. Those who are not in the service of the
Mosque usually keep boarding-houses, or sell prayers which
are to be made once a year at the prophet’s tomb, for the absent
pilgrim. Most of the officials receive their salaries from Con-
stantinople and Cairo.

The population of Medina is not less a mixed multitude
than that of Mecca; here also the observation of Zehm holds
true, ¢ every pilgrimage brings new fathers.”” Burton testifies,
¢«It is not to be believed that in a town garrisoned by Turkish
troops, full of travelled traders, and which supports itself by
plundering Hayzs the primitive virtues of the Arab could exist.
The Meccans, a dark people, say of the Madani, that their
hearts are as black as their skins are white. This is of course
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exaggerated ; but it is not too much to assert that pride, pug-
nacity, a peculiar point of honor, and a vindictiveness of won-
derful force and patience, are the only characteristic traits of
Arab character which the citizens of El Medina habitually dis-
play.” Intoxicating liquors are made at Medina and sold, al-
though not openly.

" There are two colleges with ¢ libraries *’ at Medina and many
mosque-schools. In Burckhardt’s day he charged the town
with utter ignorance and illiteracy, but now they devote them-
selves apparently to literature, at least in a measure.

The climate of Medina is better than that of Mecca and the
winters are cold and rigorous. Mohammed is reputed to have
said, ¢ he who patiently endures the cold of El1 Medina and
the heat of Mecca, merits a reward in paradise.”

. Returning from the lesser pilgrimage to Medina the traveller
can retrace his steps to Mecca; and thence to Jiddah, or go to
the nearer port of Yanbo (Yembo) and thence return home by
steamer or sailing-vessel. The distance by camels’ route, be-
tween Medina and the port is 132 miles, six stages, although a
good dromedary can make it in two days. At Yanbo the
sultan’s dominions in Arabia begin, for the coast nerthward
pertains to Egypt. The town resembles Jiddah in outward
appearance, has 400 or soo houses built of white coral rock,
dirty streets and a precarious water supply. Sadlier, (1820)
after his journey across the peninsula, visited Yanbo, and de-
scribes it as ¢¢ a miserable Arab seaport surrounded by a wall’’;
Yanbo has, however, a good harbor, and was in earlier days, a ~
large and important place; it has been identified with Jambia
village on Ptolemy’s map a harbor of the old Nabateans.

Thus ends our pilgrimage through the Holy Land of Arabia.
Let us in conclusion ponder the words of Stanley Lane Poole
as to the place which Mecca and the pilgrimage holds in the
Mohammedan religion. ¢ It is asked how the destroyer of
idols could have reconciled his conscience to the circuits of the

. Kaaba and the veneration of the Black-Stone covered with
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adoring kisses. The rites of the pilgrimage cannot certainly-

be defended against the charge of superstition ; but it is easy
to see why Mohammed enjoined them. . . . He well
- knew the consolidating effect of forming a centre to which his
followers should gather, and hence he reasserted the sanctity
of the Black-Stone that ‘came down from heaven’; he or-
dained that everywhere throughout the world the Moslem
should pray looking toward the Kaaba, and enjoined him to
make the pilgrimage thither. Mecca is to the Moslem what
Jerusalem is to the Jew. It bears with it all the influence of
centuries of associations. It carries the Moslem back to the
cradle of his faith and the childhood of his prophet. . . .
And, most of all, it bids him remember that all his brother
Moslems are worshipping toward the same sacred spot; that
he is one of a great company of believers united by one faith,
filled with the same hopes, reverencing the same thing, wor-
shipping the same God.”

v

ADEN AND AN INLAND JOURNEY

‘¢ Aden is a valley surrounded by the sea; its climate is so bad that it
turns wine into vinegar in the space of ten days. The water is derived
from cisterns and is also brought in by an aqueduct two farsongs long.”

—lén-el-Mojawir. (A. D. 1200.)

RABIA is unfortunate because, like a chestnutburr, its
exterior is rough and uninviting. In scenery and climate,
Yemen fares worst of all the provinces. The two gateways to
Arabia Felix are very infe/ix. What could be more dreary
and dull and depressing than the ¢ gloomy hills of darkness '’
that form the background to Aden as seen from the harbor?
There is no verdure, no vegetation visible; everywhere there
is the same appearance of a cinder heap. And where can one
find a more filthy, hot, sweltering, odorous native town than
Hodeidah? Yet these two places are the gateways_to the most
beautiful, fertile, populous and healthful region of all Arabia.
" Yemen is best known of all the provinces, and has been
quite thoroughly explored by a score of intrepid travellers.!
Most people, however, travelling in a P. and O. Steamer, call-
ing at Aden for coal, remain in total ignorance of the fair
highlands just beyond the dark hills that hide the horizon:

. 1Niebuhr, 1763 ; Seetzen, 1810; Cruttenden, 1836; Dr. Wolff, 1836;
Owen, 1857; Botta, 1837 ; Passama, 1842; Arnaud, 1843; Van Maltzan,
1871; Halvéy, 1870; Millingen, 1874; Renzo Manzoni, 1879; Glaser,
1880; Defler, 1888; Haig, 1889 ; Harris, 1892; and later travellers.
Defler is the authority on the flora, Glaser on the antiquities, Manzoni on
the Turks and their government, Haig on the agricultural population,
and Harris tells of the recent rebellions. Niebuhr’s magnificent volumes
are still good authority on the geography and natural history of Yemen.

53
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Yemen extends from Aden to Asir on the north and eastward
into Hadramaut for an indefinite distance. On the earlier
maps Arabia Felix stretched as far-as Oman—a great moun-
tainous region with a temperate climate. -~An Arabiap author,
describing Yemen as it was before the time of Mghammed,
wrote: ¢ Its inhabitants are all hale and strong; sickness is
unknown, nor are there poisonous plants or animals; nor fools,
nor blind people, and the women are ever young; the climate
is like paradise and one wears the same garment summer and
winter.”’

The massive rock promontory of volcanic basalt called Aden,
has from time immemorial been the gateway and the strong-
hold for all Yemen.- It is generally agreed that Ezekiel, the
prophet, referred to Aden when he wrote: ¢ Haran and
Canneh and Z£den, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur and Chil-
mad, were thy merchants.” The place was fortified and its
wonderful rock. cisterns were probably first constructed by
the early Himyarites. A Christian church was erected at
Aden by the embassy of the Emperor Constantius, A. D. 342,
and Aden was for a long time in the hands of the Christian
kings of Yemen. Then it fell a prey to the Abyssinians and
next to the Persians, about the time when Mohammed was bor.
Albuquerque in 1513 with his Portuguese warriors laid siege to
Aden for four days, but in spite of scaling-ladders and gun-
powder could not take the town. The Mameluke Sultans of
Egypt also failed to capture this fortress. In 1838 the English
took it by storm and have held the place ever since.

Aden is now a DBritish settlement, a commercial-centre, a
coaling-station and a fortress; the last most emphatically. All
the latest improvements in engineering and artillery have been
put to use in fortifying the place. The ride from Steamer-
Point to ¢the crater’’ or from the telegraph-station to the
¢ Crescent "’ gives one some idea of the vast amount of money
and labor expended to shape this Gibraltar and make it im-
pregnable from land and sea. The isthmus is guarded by
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massive lines of defence, strengthened by a broad ditch cut
out of the solid rock ; bastions, casemen# and tunnels all serve
one purpose; batteries, towers, arsenals, magazines, barracks;
mole-batteries toward the sea, mines in the harbor, obstruction
piers and subservient works;--everything tells of military
strength, and the town has always a warlike aspect in perfect
accord with its forbidding physical geography.

The inhabited peninsula is an irregular oval about fifteen
miles in circumference; it is in reality a large extinct crater
formed of lofty precipitous hills the highest peak of which,
Shem Shem, has an altitude of nearly 1,800 feet. The
varieties of rock are numerous, and vary in color from
light brown to dark green. Pumice and tufas are very com-
mon ; the former is an article of export. Water is very scarce,
and there is almost no rainfall during some years. When
there is a shower, the nature of the soil and the immense water-
shed for so small an area cause heavy torrent% to pour down
the valleys. These rare occasions are utilized to fill the huge
tanks near Aden camp. - The tanks were built as early as 6oo
A. D. by the Yemenites who built besides the celebrated dam at
Marib, and the many similar structures in various parts of
Yemen. Water is also brought by an aqueduct from Sheikh
Othman, seven iniles distant, but the majority of the popula-
tion is supplied from the government condensers. In spite of
the desert character of the soil and the aridity of the climate
Aden is not entirely without natural vegetation. Thomas
Anderson of the Bengal Medical Service enumerates ninety-
four species of plans found on the Aden peninsula, some of
which are entirely unique. Most of the plants, however, are
desert-dwellers with sharp thorns, an aromatic odor, and yield
gums and resins.

The Aden settlement has four centres of population ; Steamer-
Point, the Crescent, the town of Maala and the ¢ Camp’’ or
Aden proper. A road, the only road in fact, extends from
Steamer-Point on the west to Aden proper on the east, and no
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one can boast of having seen Aden who has not taken the ride
in a gert from the landing-pier to the tanks. The Aden horses
are of all creatures most miserable for the geri-drivers whip their
horses much, but feed them little. The Crescent is a semi-
circular range of houses and shops crowded against the moun-
tain side; with a Hotel de I'Univers and a Hotel de I'Euroy ¢
(both equally ¢“ Grand ") ; cafés, shops, banks, and offices. I«
post office, hospital, churches and barracks are further we ¢
toward the telegraphstation. A drive of about two mile.
brings us to the native town of Maala. Here the road ferks,
the lower one leading to the barrier-gate and Sheikh Othman,
and the upper ascending the mountain through the gate of the
fortifications and by a sharp declivity leading down to the town
of Aden. It is not an Oriental town in its administration, but
it has all the motley character of Port Said on its streets.
Europeans, Americans, Africans, Asiatics and mixed races are
all represented in the crowd of the market or the loungers in
the streets. The total population is 30,000, including Chinese,
Persians, Turks, Egyptians, Somalis, Hindus, Parsees, Jews
and Arabs from every part of the peninsula. Aden is a great
centre for native shipping, and the dhows and buggalows that
sail every year from the Persian Gulf to Yemen and Jiddah
alway call at Aden ez route. Also from Oman and Hadramaut
the modern Sinbads run their craft into Aden to exchange
produce or to lay in supplies for their voyages to the coast of
Africa.

The distance from Aden to Yemen’s old capital, Sana is
nearly 200 miles in a direct line, but on my second journey
thither, in 1894, I was obliged to take a roundahout journey
to Taiz, because of an Arab uprising. This and the moun-
tainous character of the country made the distance over 250
miles. This route passes through, or near, all the important
towns of Yemen south of Sana.

With my Bedouin companion, Nasir, I left Sheikh Othman
early on the second morning of July., We reached a small
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village, Wahat, at noon, the thermometer registering 96° in the
shade. After a short rest we mounted the camels at seven
o’clock in the evening for an allnight journey. Our course
was through a barren region, and at daylight we entered Wady
Mergia, with scanty vegetation, resting at a village of the same
name under a huge acacia tree. The next day-we entered the
 mountains, where rich vegetation showed a cooler climate. We
passed several villages, Dar El Kadim, Khoteibah, Suk-el-Juma
and others. As this was said to be a dangerous part of the road
all the caravan, which we joined at Wahat, was on the look-
out, with lighted ropewicks for their flint-locks swinging from
their shoulders and looking in the dark like so many fireflies. At
three A. M. we had ascended to the head of the wady and rested
for the day at Mabek. All the houses here are of stone, the
booths of date-mat and twigs being only found on the maritime
plain of Yemen. During the night there had been talk among
the wild Arabs of the village of holding me as a hostage to
obtain money from the English at Aden! But Nasir quieted
them with a threefold Bedouin oath that I was not a govern-
ment official nor an Englishman, but an American traveller.
The day after leaving Mabek brought us to the beginning of
the happy valleys of Yemen, very different from the torrid
coast. A country where the orange, lemon, quince, grape,
mango, plum, apricot, peach, apple, pomegranate, fig, date,
plantain and mulberry, each yield their fruit in season ; where
wheat, barley, maize, millet and coffiee are staple products and
where there is a glorious profusion of wild flowers—called
¢¢grass ” by the unpoetic camel-drivers. A land whose moun-
tains lift up their heads over 9,000 feet, terraced from
chilly top to warm valley with agricultural amphitheatres,
irrigated by a thousand rills and rivulets, some of them peren-
nial, flowing along artificial channels or leaping down the rocks
in'miniature falls. A land where the oriole hangs her nest on
the dark acacia, the wild doves hide in clefs of the rock and
the chameleon sports his colors by the wayside under the tall
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flowering cactus. Such is Yemen. The vegetation of Arabia
Felix begins just before reaching Mufallis, on this route, where
a Turkish castle and customhouse proclaim the boundary of
Ottoman aggression.

Beautiful was the air and scenery on our march. Arab
peasants were at work in the fields, plowing ! with oxen, repair-
. ing the walls of the terraces and opening the water-courses.
The women were all unveiled and had the picturesque cos-
tume universal in southern Yemen ; their narrow trousers were
fastened at the waist and ankles, while over their shoulders
hung long mantle-like garments, low in the neck, girded, and
fringed at the bottom with embroidered cloth of green or red.
Here they wear a kind of light turban, but on the Hodeidah
coast broad-brimmed straw ha# cover the heads of the Yemen
belles as they urge their donkeys to market. .

At sunrise we were in sight of the highest peaks to the left of
the wady-bed. One of them is crowned by a walii or saint’s-
tomb of Saled bin Taka. These tombs are common in Yemen
and thousands of people visit them annually to ask intercession,
each saint having a special day in the Moslem calendar. At
Mocha the grave of the Arab sheikh Abu-el-Hassan Shadeli,
who first discovered the use of coffee, is highly honored by dis-
tant pilgrims.

At eight o’clock on the moming of July fourth we reached
the dury called Mufallis and had our first experience of Turkish
rule in Yemen. Unexpectedly we here stumbled upon a
Turkish customhouse, which I had thought was located at
Taiz, as the boundary of Turkish Yemen on my maps did not
extend further south. An unmannerly negro, calling himself
Mudeer of Customs, looked out of a port-hole and demanded
my ascent. Through dirt and up darkness I reached his little
room and stated my errand and purpose. No kind words or

1 The Yemen plow is shaped like an English plow in many respects;

although it has only one handle its coulter is broad and made of iron, a
great improvement over the crooked stick of Mesopotamia.
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| offered backsheesh would avail; ¢/ the baggage must be

opened and &/ books were forbidden entrance into Yemen by
a recent order,” so he affirmed. First, therefore, I unscrewed
the covers of the two boxes with an old bowie-knife. The
books, after having been critically examined by eyes that could
not read, were seized ; next my saddle-bags were searched, and
every book and map was also confiscated. I was refused even
a receipt for the books taken, and to every plea or question the
only reply was, to go on to Taiz and appeal to the Governor.

Despoiled of our goods, we left the ¢¢customhouse® at
eleven A. M., taking an old man on a donkey armed with a
spear, as guide and defence, because Nasir heard that there was
disturbance in this quarter. At two o’clock we rested for half
an hour under the shade of a huge rock in the bed of the
wady, and then warned by peals of thunder, we hastened on,
hoping to reach Hirwa before dark. In lessthan an hour, how-
ever, the sky was black, rain fell in torrents, and we found it
hopeless to attempt to urge the slow camels on through the
wady. There was no shelter in sight, so we crouched under a
small tree halfway up the mud bank. The rain turned to hail
—large stones that frightened the camels so that they stam-
peded—and we became thoroughly chilled.

When the storm ceased, our donkey man came with looks of
horror to tell us that his poor beast had fallen down the slope
and was being swept away by the torrent! What had been a
dry river bed half an hour before, was now a rushing rapids.
We decided to climb up the terraces to a house which we saw
on the mountain side. The camels had preceded us, and after
a vigorous climb over mud-fields and up the rocks we reached
the house and hospitality of Sheikh Ali. Over the charcoal
fire, after drinking plenty of 4iskr, (made from the skelZ of the
coffee bean,) we had to listen to a long discussion concerning
the lost donkey. Finally, matters were smoothed over by my
offering to pay one-half the price of the animal on condition
that our guide should proceed with us to Hirwa.
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The next day we were off early. Because of the steep ascents
I was obliged to walk most of the way, and I sprained my ankle
severely. It did not pain me until night, when it was swollen

and kept me “on crutches’ for several days. Hirwa is a

small Arab village with a weekly market, and we found shelter
in the usual coffee-shop characteristic of Yemen. The follow-
ing day we reached Sep? Ez zeilak, where we found cleaner
quarters than the night before. At about midnight a war party
of Bedouins came and frightened the peaceful villagers with de-
mands for food, etc. They had just returned from setting fire
to a small castle, and, numbering sixty hungry men, were not
to be intimidated. They were about to force their way into
our quarters when Nasir and the women promised to give them
food. Within, I kept quiet and listened to the noise of grind-
ing and baking and coffee-pounding. Without, some of the
Arabs seized a cow belonging to a poor woman and butchered
it for their feast. At this there was a crying of women and
barking of dogs and swearing of oaths by the Great Allah, such
as I hope never to hear again. Finally, the Arabs went away
with full stomachs, and we slept a broken sleep for fear they
might return. The next day we proceeded to Taiz, and ar-
rived at noon, one week after leaving Aden.

The Mutasarrif Pasha, or Governor, was satisfied with my
passpor®s, and expressed his regrets that the books had been
seized at Mufallis, but such was the law. He would, however,
allow me to send for them for inspection. What is written
here in four lines was the work and patience of four weary
days! A soldier was sent to Mufallis; I was obliged to entrust
~him with money to pay the custom dues; to hire a camel to
carry the books; finally to pay for two sticks of sealing wax
(price in Taiz one rupee) with which to seal the books and
maps lest they be tampered with—all this at the order of  the
enlightened government of the Sublime Porte! The first mes-
senger never reached Mufallis; on the road he was attacked by
Arabs, stabbed in the neck, robbed of his rifle, and carried
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back to the military hospital at Taiz. Then there was more
delay to find and- send a second soldier with the same camel
and money and sealing wax, but with a new rifle. He returned
with the books safely after five days! No Turk could seta -

" value on a book, and so the law is that books are taxed by
. weight, boxes included. The customs receipt was attached for

200 kilograms Jewish books (at twenty piastres a kilo.),
value, 4,000 piastres, -and custom dues amounting to 288
piastres.”” In the same document I was spoken of as ¢ the
Jew, Ishmail, Dhaif Ullah,”’—a rather curious combination of
names. I was called a ¢ Jew”’ because of the case of Hebrew
New Testaments ; Ishmail was the equivalent for Samuel; and
Dhaif Ullah, my Arabic cognomen.
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YEMEN : THE SWITZERLAND OF ARARIA

«If the Turks wouldl clear out of Yemen, a wonderful field for com-
merce would be throwif open, for the Turkish government is vile and all
cultivators are taxed to an iniquitous extent.”—Jon Keith Falconer,

WHILE waiting at Taiz I had an opportunity to study

Yemen town life and the system of government, as
well as to learn a little about the cultivation of coffiee and kaat,
the two chief producs of this part of Yemen.

Taiz has not often been visited by travellers from the occi-
dent, and is a most interesting place. It is a large fortified
village of perhaps §,000 inhabitants, the residence of a Muta-
sarrif whose authority extends from the province of Hodeidah
to the Aden frontier including Mocha and Sheikh Seyyid on
the coast, recently abandoned by France. The place has five
gates, one of which has beenwalled up, and five large mosques
in Byzantine style. The largest Mosque is called El Muzafer,
and has two large minarets and twelve beautiful domes. Taiz
was once a centre of learning and i® libraries were celebrated
all over Arabia. Firozabadi, the Noah Webster of the Arabic
language, taught in Taiz and edited his ¢ Ocean’ dictionary
there. He died at the neighboring town of Zebid, in 1414 A. D,
and his grave is honored by the learned of Yemen.

The bazaar is not large, but the four European shops kept by
Greek merchants are well supplied with all ordinary articles of
civilization. One public bath, in splendid condition, and a
military hospital show Ottoman occupation. The fort holds
perhaps 1,300 soldiers and the residence of the Mutasarrif is
in a beautiful and comfortable little building outside of the town.
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The mosques were once grand but are now ruined and a home
for baw; the famous libraries have disappeared and the sub-
terannean vaul% of the largest Mosque formerly used as por-
ticoes for pupils are now Turkish horse-stables. There is a post
office and telegraph; the post goes once a week to Hodeidah
via Zebid and Beit el Fakih, and the telegraph in the same di-
rection a little more rapidly when the wires are in order.

Taiz is girt around by Jebel Sobr, the highest range of
mountains in southern Yemen. Hisn Aroos peak, near the
town, has an elevation of over 7,000 feet. According to
Niebuhr and Defler, on a clear day one can look from the sum-
mit of this peak across the lowlands and the Red Sea into
Africa. I was unable to reach the summit as my Arab guide
failed me and the days were misty and frequent rains fell.

Taiz is the centre of kaat-culture for all Yemen, and coffiee
comes here on its way to Hodeidah or Aden. Amid all the
wealth of vegetation and fruitage every plant seems familiar to
the tourist save kaat. It is a shrub whose very name is un-

~ known ouside of Yemen, while there it is known and used by

every mother’s son, as well as by the mothers and daughters
themselves. Driving from Aden to Sheikh Othman, one first
learns the nzame. Why are those red flags hoisted near the
police stations, at intervals on the road, and why are they
hauled down as soon as those camels pass? Oh, they are tak-
ing loads of kaat for the Aden market, and the flags are to
prevent cheating of the customs. Over 2,000 camel loads come
into Aden every year, and each load passes through English
territory by ¢ block-signal’’ system, for it is highly taxed. As
to its use, step into a kahwah in any part of Yemen shortly be-
fore sunset, and you will see Arabs each with a bundle of
green twigs in his lap, chewing at the leaves of kaat.

At Taiz I first had an opportunity to meet the Jews of the
interior of Yemen. Altogether they number perhaps 60,000 in
the whole province. They live mostly in the large towns and very
few are agriculturists. They are a despised and down-trodden
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race, but they say at Sana, that their condition is not so bad
under the Turks as it was under the Arab rulers before 1871,
The accounts of their origin are discrepant. Some say they
are descended from the Jews of the Dispersion, but others
hold that they were immigrants from the North over goo
years ago. They are more cleanly, more intelligent and more
trustworthy than the Arabs; and although they are out of all
communication with the rest of the world and in ignorance of
their European countrymen they are not ignorant of Hebrew
and rabbinic learning. Their synagogue near Taiz is a low
stone building, twenty-five by fifteen feet. For furniture it has
only a few curtains of embroidered texts, a printed diagram of
the ancient candlestick, with the names of the twelve tribes,
and a high reading-desk. Such are all the synagogues of
Yemen.

At Taiz the Jews seemed to have grown content under long
centuries of oppression and taxation. Many of the old
Moslem laws against infidels, such as those forbidding them to
ride, to carry weapons or wear fine clothes in public, are still
rigorously enforced by custom if not by the government. The
Jew is universally despised, yet he cannot be spared, for nearly
all artisan work is in Jewish hands. The Moslem Arab has
learned nothing from the Jew outside of the Koran ; but, alas!
the Jew has imbibed many foolish customs and superstitions
foreign to his creed from Islam.

When the Hebrew Scriptures reached Taiz I was again dis-
appointed, for the Governor would not permit the boxes to be
opened, but they were to be sent sealed and under guard to
Sana. I afterward learned that the ¢ guard’’ was for me as
well as the books, and that the soldier carried a letter with this
accusation written : ¢ This is a converted Jew, who is corrupt-
ing the religion of lIslam, and sells books to Moslems and
Jews.” I had no alternative but to proceed to Sana; taking
a Damar Arab as servant, having dismissed the Aden camels.

I left Taiz on a mule July 26th, and arrived at Seyanee the
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same day. The following night we reached Ibb. Here I was
forced to lodge outside of the town, as the guard had in-
structions not to let me ¢ see things.” I endured this im-
patiently, until I learned that our servant had been imprisoned -
on our arrival because he told me the names of the villages on
the route ! I then appealed to the Mayor, and on virtue of my
passports demanded the right of going about the town and the
release of my servant. After some delay, both requests were
granted. The incident is one of many to show the suspicion
with which a stranger is regarded by the authorities in Yemen.
On Saturday the soldier and I hastened on to reach the large
town of Yerim before Sunday, and rest there, waiting for the
baggage camel. It was a long ride of twelve hours, but
through a delightful country everywhere fertile and terraced
with coffee plantations and groves of kaat.

Yerim, with perhaps 3oo houses, lies in a hollow of the
Sumara range of mountains. It has a fortress and some houses
of imposing appearance, but the general aspect of the town is
miserable. A neighboring marsh breeds malaria, and the place
is proverbially unhealthy in this otherwise salubrious region.
Niebuhr's botanist, Forskal, died here on their journey in 1763.
The road from Ibb to Yerim has perhaps the finest scenery of
any part of Yemen; never have I seen more picturesque
mountains and valleys, green with verdure and bright with
blossoms. Scabiosa, bluebells, forget-me-nots, golden-rod,
four-o’clocks and large oleander-trees —

« All earth was full of heaven
And every bushafire with God.”

The cacti-plants were in full bloom, and measured twenty
feet against the mountain passes. Two thousand feet below
one could hear the sound of the water rushing along the wady-
bed or disappearing under the bridges that span the valleys.
While high above, the clouds were half concealing the summit
of the ¢“Gazelle Neck’' (Unk el-Gazel).



66 ARABIA, THE CRADLE OF ISLAM

Sunday, July 2gth, was a cold day at Yerim; early in the
mormning the temperature went down to 52°, and at night two
blankets were needed. Not until nine o’clock was it warm
enough for the Yerim merchans to open their shops.

A Jewish family, en route for Taiz, were stopping with us at
the caravansari, and at night I spoke for over two hours with
them and the Arabs about Christ. There was no interruption,
and I was impressed to see the interest of a Jew and Arab
alike in what I told them from Isaiah liii., reading it in Arabic
by the dim candle light, amidst all the baggage and beasts of
an Oriental inn. At the little village of Khader, eight miles
from Waalan, angry words arose from the ¢ guard” be
cause I tried to speak to a Jew. When I spoke in protest
they began to strike the Jew with the butt end of their rifles,?
and when the poor fellow fled, my best defence was silence.
On my return journey, I inadvertently raised trouble again, by
mentioning that Jesus Christ and Moses were /ezzs—which the
Arabs considered an insult to the prophets of God.

On the road beyond Yerim we passed a large boulder with
an irregular impression on one side. This is called Ali’s foot-
print, and the Arabs who pass always anoint it with oil. The
steep ascens and descents of the journey were now behind
us. From Yerim on to Sana the plateau is more level. Wide
fields of lentils, barley and wheat take the place of the groves
of kaat and coffee; camels were used for ploughing, and
with their long necks and curious hamess, were an odd sight.

The next halt we made was at Damar, 8,000 feet above sea-
level. It is a large town, with three minaret-mosques and a
‘arge bazaar; the houses are of native rock, three and four-
‘stories high, remarkably clean and well-built. Inside they are
whitewashed, and have the Yemen translucent slabs of gypsum

1]t was not pleasant for an American to notice that nearly all the
Turkish rifles in Yemen were « Springfield 1861.” The same weapons
that were employed to break the chains of slavery in the southern states,
are now used to oppress the peaceful Yemenites.
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for window-panes. From Damar the road leads northeast
over Maaber and the Kariet en-Nekil pass to Waalan ; thence,
nearly due north, to Sana. From Damar to Waalan is thirty-
five miles, and thence to the capital, eighteen miles more.
The roads near the city of Sana are kept in good repair,
although there are no wheeled vehicles, for the sake of the
Thurkish artillery.

On Thursday, August 2d, we entered Sana by the Yemen
gate. Three years before I had entered the city from the other
side, coming from Hodeidah; then in the time of the Arab
rebellion and now myself a prisoner. I was taken to the
Dowla and handed over to the care of a policeman until the
Wali heard my case. After finding an old Greek friend from
Aden, who offered to go bail for me, I was allowed liberty, and
for nineteen days was busy seeing the city and visiting the

“Jews.

Sana, anciently called Uzal, and since many centuries the
chief city of Yemen, contains some 50,000 inhabitan and lies
stretched out in a wide, level valley between Jebel Nokoom
and the neighboring ranges. It is 7,648 feet above sea-level.
The town is in the form of a triangle, the eastern point consist-
ing of a large fortress, dominating the town, and built upon the
lowest spur of Nokoom. The town is divided into three walled
quarters, the whole being surrounded by one continuous wall
of stone and brick. They are respectively the city proper, in
which are the government buildings, the huge bazaars, and the
residences of the Arabs and Turks; the Jews’ quarter; and
Bir-el-azib, which lies between the two, and contains gardens
and villas belonging to the richer Turks and Arabs. The city
had once great wealth and prosperity, and to-day remains,
next to Bagdad, the most flourishing city in all Arabia. The
shops are well supplied with European goods, and a large

1 Of the work among the latter, and my experiences in distributing the

New Testament, a report was published by the Mildmay Mission; we
therefore omit reference to it here.
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manufacture of silk, jewelry and arms is carried on. The gov-
ernment quarter, with it% cafiés, billiard-rooms, large Greek shops,
carriages, bootblacks, and brass-band reminds one of Cairo.
Sana has forty-eight mosques, thirty-nine synagogues, twelve
large public-baths, a military hospital with 200 beds, and is the
centre of trade for all northern Yemen and northwestern
Hadramaut, as well as for the distant villages of Nejran and
fertile Wady Dauasir. Arabs from every district crowd the
bazaars, and long strings of camels leave every day for the
Hodeidah coast.

On August 14th I took an early morning walk to Rhoda, a
village about eight miles north of Sana, and in the midst of
beautiful gardens. From Roda the direct caravan route leads
to Nejran, and from the outskirts of the village, looking north,
an inviting picture met the eye. A fertile plateau stretched out
to the horizon, and only two days’ journey would bring one into
the free desert beyond Turkish rule. But this time the way
across the peninsula was closed by my bankruptcy; robbed at
Yerim in the coffee-shop, and already in debt at Sana, it would
have been impossible to proceed, except as a dishonest dervish.

On the 21st of August I left Sana for Hodeidah, receiving
a loan of twenty dollars from the Ottoman government, to be
paid back at the American consulate. We followed the regular
postal route, the same which I had travelled on my first journey.

The plateau or table-land between Sana’a and Banan is a
pasture country. The Bedouins live in the stone-built villages
and herd their immense flocks on the plain; camels, cows and
sheep were grazing by the hundreds and thousands. A fter
Banan begins the difficult descent to the coast down break-
neck mountain s/a/r7ways rather than roadways, over broken

. bridges, and through natural arches. Fertile, cultivated moun-
tain slopes were on every side, reminding one of the valleys of
Switzerland. In one district near Suk-el-Khamis the whole
mountain-side for a height of 6,000 feet was terraced from top
to bottom. General Haig wrote of these terraces: ¢ One can
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hardly realize the enormous amount of labor, toil and perse-
verance which these represent. The terraced walls are usually
from five to eight feet in height, but toward the top of the
mountain they are sometimes as much as fifteen or eighteen
feet. They are built entirely of rough stone, laid without
mortar. I reckon on an average that each wall retains a ter-
race not more than twice its own height in width, and I do not
think I saw a single breach in one of them unrepaired.” !

In Yemen there are two rainy seasons, in spring and in au-
tumn, so that there is generally an abundance of water in the
numerous reservoirs stored for irrigation. Yet, despite the ex-
traordinary fertility of the soil and the surprising industry of
the inhabitants, the bulk of the people are miserably poor, ill-
fed and rudely clothed, because they are crushed down by a
heartless system of taxation. Every agricultural product, im-
plement and process is under the heavy hand of an oppressive
administration and a military occupation that knows no law.
The peasantry are robbed by the soldiers on their way to
market, by the custom-collector at the gate of each city, and
by the taxgatherer in addition. On the way to Sana my
soldier-companion stopped a poor peasant who was urging on
a little donkey loaded with two large baskew of grapes; he
emptied the best of the grapes into his saddl e-bags, and then
beat the man and cursed him because some of the grapes were
unripe! No wonder we read of rebellions in Yemen, and no
wonder that intense hatred lives in every Arab against the very
name of Turk.

From Suk-el-Khamis, a dirty mountain village,? with an ele-
vation of over 9,500 feet, the road leads by Mefak and Wady
Zaun to the peculiarly located village of Menakha. At an
altitude of 7,600 feet above sea-level, it is perched on a narrow
ridge between two mountain ranges. On either side of the one

_ 1Geog. Soc. Proceedings, 1887, p. 482.

8 Defler says in his diary that this place has « une odeur atroce et des
legions de puces et de punaises.” I also had an allnight’s battle.
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street that forms the backbone of the summit are precipices
2,000 feet deep. So narrow is the town that there are places
where one can stand and gaze down both sides of the abyss at
the same time. To reach it from the west there is only one
path zigzagging up the mountain-side, and from the east it can
only be approached by a narrow track cut in the face of the
precipice and winding up for an ascent of 2,500 feet. Men-
akha is the centre of the coffee trade; it has a population of
10,000 or more, one-third of which are Jews. There are four
Greek merchants, the Turks had. 2,000 troops garrisoned in the
town, and the bazaars were equal to those of Taiz. Its exact
elevation is given by Defler, after eighteen observations, as
7,616 feet above sea-level.

From Menakha to the coast is only two long days’ jour-
ney; three by camel. The first stage is to Hejjeila, at the
foot of the high ranges; thence to Bajil, a village of 2,000 peo-
ple, and along the barren, hot plain to Hodeidah. At Bajil
the people are nearly all shepherds, and the main industry is
dyeing cloth and weaving straw. Here one sees the curious
Yemen straw hats worn by the women, and here also the peas-
ant-maidens wear no veils. Yet they are of purer heart and
life than the black-clouted and covered women of the Turkish
towns.

Hodeidah by the sea is very like Jiddah in its general ap-
pearance. The streets are narrow, crooked and indescribably
filthy. The ¢ Casino'’ is a sort of Greek hotel for strangers,
and the finest house in the city is that of Sidi Aaron, near the
sea, with its fine front and marble courtyard. The population
is of a very mixed character ; east of the city in a separate
quarter live the 4&4dam Arabs, whose origin is uncertain, but
who are considered outcasts by all the other Arabs. They are
not allowed to carry arms and no Arab tribe intermarries with
them.

From Hodeidah there is a regular line of small steamers to
Aden, and the Egyptian Red Sea coasting steamers also call

YEMEN: THE St ITZERLAND OF ARABIA 71

here fortnightly. The trade of Hodeidah was once flourishing,
but here too Turkish misrule has brought deadness and dull-
ness into business, and taxation has crushed industrial enter-
prise.

AN ARABIAN COMPASS,
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THE UNEXPLORED REGIONS OF HADRAMAUT

«“As when to them who sail
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are past
Mozambic, off at sea northeast winds blow
Sabean odors from the spicy shore
Of Araby the blest.—AMi/ton..

WE must take at least a glimpse of the almost unknown

region called Hadramaut.® This is a strip of territory
stretching between the great desert and the sea from Aden east-
ward to Oman. Our knowledge of the interior of this region
was almost a perfect blank until some light was thrown on it
by the enterprising traveller A. Von Wrede in 1843. The
coast is comparatively well known, at least as far as Makalla
and Shehr. The land rises from the coast in a series of ter-
races to Jebel Hamra (5,284 feet), which is connected on the
northeast with Jebel Dahura, over 8,000 feet high.

Adolph Von Wrede sailed from Aden to Makalla and
thence penetrated inland as far as Wady Doan the most fertile
spot of all South Arabia. This wady flows northward through
the land of the Bni Yssa and the district is bordered on the
west by Belad-el-Hasan and on the east by Belad-el-Hamum.
But how far this region extends northward and whether the
sandy desert of El Ahkaf (quicksands) really begins with the
Wady Rakhia, a branch of the Doan are point% on which Von
Wrede throws no light and which are still uncertain. In 1870

1 Hadramaut is a very ancient name for this region. Not only does
Ptolemy place here the Adraemste in his geography, but there seems little

doubt that Hadramaut is identical with Hazarmaveth, mentioned in the
tenth chapter of Genesis.

R
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the French Jew, Joseph Halévy, made a bold attempt to pene-
trate into Hadramaut from Yemen. Since then little was
added to our knowledge of Hadramaut until 1893 when Shibam,
the residence of the most powerful Sultan of Hadramaut was
visited by Theodore Bent and his wife. In 1897 they made a
second journey into the same region which cost Mr. Bent his
health and afterward his life. From the account of these jour.
neys we quote a few paragraphs which set forth clearly the in-
teresting character of this almost unknown country:!

¢¢ Immediately behind Makalla rise grim arid mountains of a
reddish hue, and the town is plastered against this rich-tinged
background. By the shore, like a lighthouse, stands the white
minaret of the Mosque, the walls and pinnacles of which are
covered with dense masses of seabirds and pigeons; not far
from this the huge palace where the Sultan dwells reminds one
of a whitewashed mill with a lacelike parapet; white, red and
brown are the dominant colors of the town, and in the harbor
the Arab dhows with fantastic sterns rock to and fro in the
unsteady sea, forming altogether a picturesque and unusual
seene.

¢ Nominally Makalla is ruled over by a Sultan of the Al
Kaiti family, whose connection with India has made them very
English in their sympathies, and his Majesty's general appear-
ance, with his velvet coat and jewelled daggers, is far more
Indian than Arabian. Really the most influential people in the
town are the mopey-grubbing Parsees from Bombay, and it is
essentially one of those commercial centres where Hindustani
is spoken nearly as much as Arabian. We were lodged in a
so-called palace hard by the bazaar, which reeked with mys.
terious smells and was alive with flies; so we worked hard to
get our preparations made and to make our sojourn in this un-
congenial burning spot as short as possible. . . .

1« The Hadramaut: a Journey” by Theodore Bent. Nimeteenth

Century, September, 1894. Also Mrs. Bent’s « Yafei and Fadhlf
countries,”” Geographical Fournal, July, 1898.
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¢« Leaving these villages behind us, we climbed rapidly higher
and higher, until, at an elevation of over 5,000 feet, we found
ourselves at last on a broad level plateau, stretching as far as
the eye could reach. in every direction, and shutting off the
Hadramaut from the coast. This is the ¢ mons excelsus’ of
Pliny; here we have the vast area where once flourished the
frankincense and the myrrh. Of the latter shrub there is
plenty left, and it is still tapped for its odoriferous sap ; but of
the former we only saw one specimen on the plateau, for in the
lapse of ages the wealth of this country has steadily disap-
peared ; further east, however, in the Mahra country, there is,
I understand, a considerable quantity left.

¢ Near Hajarein are many traces of the olden days when the
frankincense trade flourished, and when the town of Doani,
which name is still retained in the Wady Doan, was a great
emporium for this trade. Acres and acres of ruins, dating
from the centuries immediately before our era, lie stretched
along the valley here, just showing their heads above the
weight of superincumbent sand which has invaded and over-
whelmed the past glories of this district. The ground lies
strewn with fragments of Himyaritic inscriptions, pottery, and
other indications of a rich harvest for the excavator, but the
hostility of the Nahad tribe prevented us from paying these
ruins more than a cursory visit, and even to secure this we had
to pay the Sheikh of the place nineteen dollars; and his greet-
ing was ominous as he angrily muttered, ‘Salaam to all who
‘believe Mohammed is the true prophet.’

‘At Assab they would not allow us to dip our vesselsin
their well, nor take our repast under the shadow of their
Mosque: even the women of this village ventured to insult us,
peeping into our tent at night, and tumbling over the guys in a
manner most aggravating to the weary occupants.

“Our troubles on this score were happily terminated at
Haura, where a huge castle belonging to the Al Kaiti family
dominates a humble village surrounded by palm groves. With-
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out photographs to bear out my statement, I should hardly dare
to describe the magnificence of these castles in the Hadramaut.
That at Haura is seven stories high, and covers fully an acre
of ground beneath the beetling cliff, with battlements, towers,
and machicolations bearing a striking likeness to Holyrood.
But Holyrood is built of stone, and Haura, save for the first
story, is built of sun-dried bricks; and if Haura stood where
Holyrood does, or in any other country save dry, arid Arabia,
it would long ago have melted away. . . .

¢ One of the most striking features of these Arabian palaces
is the wood-carving. The doors are exquisitely decorated with
intricate patterns, and with a text out of the Koran carved on -
the lintel; the locks and keys are all of wood, and form a study
for the carver’s art, as do the cupboards, the niches, the sup-
porting beams and the windows, which are adorned with fret-
work instead of glass. The dwelling-rooms are above, the
ground floor being exclusively used for merchandise, and the
first floor for the domestics.”

Concerning the chief town of the interior of Hadramaut Mr.
Bent writes as follows:

¢ Then he sent us to reside for five more days in his capital
of Shibam, which is twelve miles distant from Al Katan, and -
is one of the principal towns in the Hadramaut valley. It is
built on rising ground in the centre of the narrowest point of
the valley, so that no one can pass between it and the cliffs of
the valley out of gunshot of the walls. This rising ground has
doubtless been produced by many generations of towns built of
sun-dried bricks, for it is the best strategical point in the neigh-
borhood. Early Arab writers tell us that the Himyarite popu-
lation of this district came here when they abandoned their
capital at Sabota, or Shabwa, further up the valley, early in our
era, but we found evident traces of an earlier occupation than
this—an inscription and a seal with the name ¢Shibam’ en-
graved on it, which cannot be later than the third century,
B. C. Andas a point for making up the caravans which started
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from the frankincense-growing district, Shibam must always
have been very important.

¢The town of Shibam offers a curious appearance as you
approach ; above its mud-brick walls with bastions and watch
towers appear the tall whitewashed houses of the wealthy,
which make it look like a large round cake with sugar on it.
Outside the walls several industries are carried on, the chief of
which is the manufacture of indigo dye. The small leaves are
dried in the sun and powdered and then put into huge jars—
which reminded us of the Forty Thieves—filled with water.
Next morning these are stirred with long poles, producing a
dark blue frothy mixture; this is left to settle, and then the in-
digo is taken from the bottom and spread out on cloths to
drain; the substance thus procured is taken home and mixed
with dates and saltpetre. Four pounds of this indigo to a
gallon of water makes the requisite and universally used dye
for garments, the better class of which are calendered by beat-
ing them with wooden hammers on stones.”

Of the coast town of Shehr and its ruler Mr. Bent says:

¢“Shehr is a detestable place by the sea, set in a wilderness
of sand. Once it was the chief commercial port of the Hadra-
maut valley, but now Makalla has quite superseded it, for
Shehr is nothing but an open roadstead and its buildings are
now falling into ruins. Ghalib, the €ldest son and heir of the
chief of the Al Kaiti family, rules here as the viceregent of his
father, who is in India as jemadar or general of the Arab

troops, chiefly all Hadrami, in the service of the Nizam of-

Hyderabad. Ghalib is quite an Oriental dandy, who lived a
life of some rapidity when in India, so that his father thought
it as well to send him to rule in Shehr, where the capabilities
for mischief are not so many as at Bombay. He dresses very
well in 'various damask silk coats and faultless trousers; his
swords and daggers sparkle with jewels; in his hand he flour-
ishes a golden-headed cane ; and, as the water is hard at Shehr,
he sends his dirty linen in dhows to Bombay to be washed.”
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The Arabs of Hadramaut have been still more in contact
with Java than with India. Large colonies of Hadramis em-
igrated to the Dutch Archipelago more than a century ago;
intermarriage between the Javanese and the Arabs is very com-
mon; and the Mohammedanism of the Dutch East Indies is
entirely of the Hadramaut type. These interesting facts were
first brought to light by Van den Berg, a Dutch scholar in his
elaborate work on this province of Arabia and the Arab col-
onies in Java.! His account of Hadramaut is a compilation
from the lips of the Arab immigrants, but the description of
the manners and customs of the people and their religious
peculiarities is from personal observation. Altogether, in spite
of minor geographical inaccuracies, the book is the best single
volume on Southern Arabia and tells the story of Islam in the
Dutch Archipelago as it is to-day. The Arabs have always
been a strong race at colonizing but it is well to note that the
influence of Hadramaut on Java and Sumatra to-day is not
less than that of Oman on Zanzibar and East Africa in the last
century. Even Hadramaut will not always remain undiscov-
ered and unremembered. The incense-country of antiquity
has a future before it even as it has had a glorious past.

A CASTLE IN HADRAMAUT.

1Le Hadramont et les Colonies Arabes dans le Archipel Indien par L.
W. C. Van den Berg. Batavia, 1886. By order of the Government.
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MUSCAT AND THE COASTLANDS OF OMAN

¢ Oman is separated from the rest of Arabia by a sandy desert. It is,
in fact, as far as communication with the rest of the world is concerned,
an island with the sea on one side and the desert on the other. Hence
its people are even more primitive, simple and unchanged in their habits
than the Arabs generally. Along the coast, however, especially at Muscat
they are more in contact with the outer world.” —General Haig.

IN Arab nomenclature Oman applies only to a small district

in the vicinity of Muscat, but the name is generally given
to the entire southeastern section of the Arabian peninsula, in-
cluding everything east of a line drawn from the Kuria-Muria
islands to the peninsula of Katar, anciently called Bahrein.
Thus defined it is the largest province of Arabia and in some
respects the most interesting. Historically, politically and
geographically Oman has always been isolated from the other
provinces. Turkish rule never extended this far nor did the
later caliphs long exercise their authority here. The whole
country has for centuries been under independent rulers called
Imams or Seyyids. The population, which is wholly Arab
and Mohammedan, (save in the coast towns) was derived
originally from two different stocks known to the Arabs as
Kahtani and Adnani or the Yemeni and Muadi. These names
have changed since the beginning of the eighteenth century to
Hinani and Ghaffiri. The Yemen tribes came first and are
most numerous. The two rival races have been in open and
continuous feud and antagonism and have kept the country in
perpetual turmoil. They even inhabit separate quarters in
some of the towns, according to Colonel Miles. In Somail,
about fifty miles inland from Muscat a broad road marks the
division between the two clans. These two parent stocks are
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subdivided into some 2zo0 different tribes and these again into
sub-tribes or “houses.’”” Each family-group hads its own
Sheikh, a hereditary position assumed by the eldest male in
the family.

Very few of the tribes of Oman are nomadic; the greater
part live in towns and villages along the wady-beds. With
the exception of fruits of which there is a great variety and
abundance, dates are the sole food product and the chief ex-
port of the province. Rice is imported from India. The total
population of Oman is estimated by Colonel Miles not to ex--
ceed 1,500,000. There are numerous towns of 5,000 to 10,-
ooo inhabitants ; Muscat and Mattra are the chief towns on the
coast, and are practically united as they are only two miles
apart. The climate of Oman on the coast is excessively hot
and moist during a large part of the year, although the rainfall
here is only six to ten inches annually ; in the interior the heat
is greatly tempered by the elevation, the rainfall is much
greater and the climate as pleasant as in the highlands of
Yemen.

The Omanese state was at its greatest height of power at the
beginning of the present century. Then the Sultans of Muscat
exercised rule as far as Bahrein to the northwest, had posses-
sion of Bunder Abbas and Linga in Persia, and called Socotra
and Zanzibar their own. At this time the Oman Arabs began
their extensive journeys in Africa and, urged by the enormous
profits of the slave-trade, explored every corner of the great in-
terior of the Dark Continent. At present the authority of the
Sultan at Muscat, Seyyid Feysul bin Turki, does not extend
far beyond the capital and its suburbs.

In the early years of the Oman Sultanate, Nizwa was the
capital, afterward Rastak became the seat of government, but
since 1779, Muscat has been at once the capital and the key,
the gateway and the citadel of the whole country. On ap-
proaching Muscat in a British India steamer, the land is first
sighted, looming up in one mass of dark mountain ranges;
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closer, one portion of this mass directly over the town of Mus-
cat is seen to be of a dark brown color, crag on crag, serrated
and torn in a fantastic manner and giving the harbor a most
picturesque appearance. The town itself shows white against
the dark massive rocks, on the summits of which are perched
numerous castles and towers. But, though presenting a pleas-
ing prospect from a distance, a nearer view reveals the usual
features of large Oriental towns,—narrow, dirty streets, unat-
tractive buildings, and masses of crumbling walls under the
torrid heat of a burning sun and amid all the sweltering sur-
roundings of a damp climate.

The heat of Muscat is proverbial. John Struys, the Dutch-
man, who visited this town in 1672, wrote that it was ‘¢ so in-
credibly hot and scorching that strangers are as if they were in
boiling cauldrons or sweating tubs.”” A Persian, named Abd-
er-Razak, being a Persian, was able to surpass all others in ex-
aggerated description and wrote of Muscat in 1442, ¢ The
heat was so intense that it burned the marrow in the bones, the
sword in its scabbard melted like wax, and the gems that
adorned the handle of the dagger were reduced to coal. In
the plains the chase became a matter of perfect ease, for the
desert was filled with roasted gazelles!' It is said that a
black bulb thermometer has registered 189° F. in the sun at Mus-
cat and 10%° even at night, is not unusual during the hottest
part of the year. The bare rocks form a parabolic mirror to
the sun’s rays from the south and west; add to this the facts
that the hills shut off the breezes and that Muscat lies on the
Tropic of Cancer in the zone of greatest heat. According to
the witness of a resident, ¢‘ the climate of Muscat is bad be-
yond all description. For about three months in the year,
from December to March, it is tolerably cool at night but after
the latter month the heat becomes intense and makes Muscat
rank but little after the Infernal Regions. There is a short
break in the hot weather about the middle of July which gen-
erally lasts a month.”
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The most conspicuous buildings of Muscat are the two forts,
the relics of the Portuguese dominion, which stand out boldly
on each side of the town about 100 feet above the sea. They
command not only the sea-approach, but the town itself and
are only accessible by a fine stairway cut out of the natural
rock. The guns that bristle from the fort% are nearly all old
and comparatively harmless. Several of them are of brass and*
bear the royal arms of Spain; one is dated 1606. In the fort
to the right of the harbor, one can still see the ruins of a
Portuguese chapel. When Pelly visited it in 1865 the follow-
ing inscription was legible :

AVE MAR. GRASA P._EA [Js "ECUM Ete. . . .

Its translation given by him reads: ¢ Hail Mary full of
grace, the Lord is with thee. Don Phillip I11., Kingof Spain,
Don Juan de Acuna of his council of war and his captain-
general of the artillery in the year 1605, in the eighth year of
his reign in the crown of Portugal, ordered through Don
Quarte Menezes, his commissioner of India, that this fortress
should be built.”

The Sultan has also a town residence in haif decay like all
the other stonebuilt but mud-cemented houses of the natives.
The only residences well-built and durable are those of the
British resident and the American consul. The former occu-
pies the choice location, in a rock cleft, where breczes blow
from two directions. The bazaar of Muscat has little to boast
of; one of the chief industries is the manufacture of H#lazw:
or Muscat candy-paste, which to the acquired taste is delicious,
but to the stranger smells of rancid butter and tastes like sweet
wagon-grease.

The town is cut off from the plain behind by a substantially
built wall which stretches from hill to hill. This wall is
pierced with two gates which are always guarded and closed a
couple of hours after sunset. The moat outside the wall is
dry. Beyond it are houses and hundreds of mat huts princi-
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pally inhabited by Beluchis and Negroes. The American mis-
sion house is also outside of the wall, in this quarter. About
a third of a mile beyond are the gardens of Muscat and the
wells, protected by a tower and guard. ¢ The gardens’ are
always visited at sunset by the strollers for exercise, but they
are hardly large enough ‘¢ to supply a week’s food for 100 self-
respecting locusts of normal appetite.”

The population of Muscat is of very mixed character, Arabs,
Beluchis, Banian-Traders, Negroes, Persians, and every other
nation that frequents this port of transit. The Arabic spoken
in all Oman is a dialect quite different from that of Nejd or
Yemen but the Arabic of Muscat is full of pigeon-English and
pigeon-Hindustani. The extensive and long intercourse with
Zanzibar and East Africa has also had its inffuence on the
speech and habits of the Muscat Arab trader. The present
trade is still very considerable, although less than a century
ago. It is mostly with India, there being little direct trade
with England. The chief exports are dates, fruit, shark-fins,
fish, and salt; the imports, rice, sugar, piece-goods, coffee,
silk, petroleuam and arms. The largest export is of dates
which nearly all go to the American Market. Besides the
large number of steamers which call at this port, the native
merchants own several old British sailing vessels, some of them
noted clippers in their day, which make one or two voyages a
year and bring profit to their owners. Native boats also trans-
port cargoes landed at Muscat, to the less frequented ports.
This adds to the importance of Muscat as an enfrepdt for
Oman. Mattra is the terminus of the caravan-routes from the
interior and is in communication with Muscat by a narrow
mountain path and by sea. )

The so-called Pirate coast stretches along the northern
boundary of Oman on the Persian Gulf from El Katar to
Ras Musendum and was, even as early as Ptolemy’s day, in-
habited by wild, lawless Arabs. On his map of Arabia they
are named fchthiophagoi, or fish-eaters. Niebuhr wrote of this
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part of Oman, *Fishes are so plentiful upon the coast and so
easily caught, as to be used not only for feeding cows, asses,
and other domestic animals, but even as manure for the fields.”
Sir John Malcolm, in his quaint sketches of Persia wrote forty
years ago: ‘I asked who were the inhabitants of the barren
shore of Arabia that we saw. He answered with apparent
alarm, ‘they are of the sect of Wahabees and are called
Jowasimee. But God preserve us from them, for they are
monsters. Their occupation is piracy, and their delight mur-
der, and to make it worse they give you the most pious reasons
for every villainy they commit. They abide by the letter of
the sacred volume, rejecting all commentaries and traditions.
If you are their captive and offer all to save your life they say,
No! Itis written in the Koran that it is not lawful to plunder
the living; but we are not prohibited from stripping the dead
—so saying they knock you on the head.””’

Thanks to English commerce and gunboats these fanatic
Wahabis have become more tame, and most of them have long
given up piracy and turned to pearl-diving for a livelihood.
Hindu traders have settled among them, foreign commerce
reaches their bazaars, and the black tent is making room for
the three or four important towns of Dabai, Sharka, Abu
Thubi and Ras-el-Kheima, with growing population and in-
creasing wealth.

The cape of Musendum and the land back of it, called

- Ras-el-Jebel is very mountainous, but beyond Ras-el-Kheima,

the coast is low and flat all the way up the gulf. The
villages are all built near the entrance of salt-water creeks
or marshes, which serve as harbors at high-tide. For the most
part the coast is unfertile, but near Sharka there are palm-
groves, and further inland are oases. The islands off this coast
are most of them uninhabited.

The Batina coast is the exception to all the maritime plains
that surround so large a part of the peninsula ; in western and
eastern Arabia these low sandy plains are nearly barren of all
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vegetation, but here extensive date plantations and gardens extend
almost to the very ocean beach. Back of the rising plain are
the lofty ranges of Jebel Akhdar. This fertile coast begins at
Sib, about twenty-five miles from Muscat, and extends for 150
miles to the neighborhood of Khor Kalba with an average
width of about twelve miles. It has many towns and villages;
the principal ones are the following. Sib is a scattered town
chiefly built of mat-huts with two small detached forts. It has
a very small bazaar, but extensive date-groves and gardens.
Back of Sib on the way up the coast one sees the great bluff’ of
Jebel Akhdar, 9,900 feet high, and visible over 100 miles out
at sea. Barka has a lofty Arab fortress, but for the rest mat-
huts among date-plantations characterize its general appear-
ance. Large quantities of shell fish are collected and sent
inland ; the bazaar is good and some Banian traders are
settled here. Passing several islands the next town is Suaik.
After it the larger town of Sohar, with perhaps 4,000 people.
This town is walled with a high fort in the middle, the resi-
dence of the Sheikh. A high conical peak, of light color,
rises conspicuously about twelve miles west of the town, and
with the surrounding date gardens and other trees makes a
pretty picture, altogether more green than one would expect
on Arabian coasts. Beyond Sohar the chief villages are, in
order, Shinas, Al Fujaira, Dibba. The two latter are already
beyond the Batina and are between the high cliffs and the deep
sea.

Going from southeast Muscat down the coast toward Ras-
el-Had we first pass the little village of Sudab and Bunder
Jissa. “T'he latter is of interest as the place the French were
trying to acquire for a coaling-station from the Sultan of Mus-
cat last year. It hasa good anchorage, is only five miles from
Muscat, and an island precipice, 140 feet high, guards the en-
trance. After this, Karyat, Taiwa, Kalhat and smaller villages
passed, we reach Sur.” This large, double town is situated on a
khor or backwater, with two forts to the westward. The in-
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_ habitants, numbering perhaps 8,000, consist of two clans of

the Bni Bu Ali and the Bni Janaba, often at feud with each
other. The country inland is partly cultivated and date
groves abound. Sur has always been a place of trade and
enterprise and its buggalows visit India, Zanzibar and the
Persian Gulf. The people are all bold sailors since many
generations. But Sur also has the unenviable reputation of
being even now the centre of illicit slave-trading. Beyond
Sur is the headland of Jebel Saffan and Ras-el-Had, the east-
ernmost point of Arabia, almost reaching the sixtieth degree
of longitude.

For a knowledge of the coast beyond Ras-el-Had we are in-
debted to the papers of Assistant Surgeon H. J. Carter in the
journal of the Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.!
The two great Arab tribes that dwell on this coast are the
Mahrah and the Gharah; the former really belong to Hadra-
maut, but the boundaries drawn on the maps are purely arti-
ficial and have no significance. Neither tribe is dependent on
the Oman Sultan or acknowledges any allegiance to him. The
Mahrah are descended from the ancient Himyarites and occupy
a coast-line of nearly 140 miles from Saihut to Ras Morbat ;
their chief town is Damkut (Dunkot) on Kamar bay. In
stature the Mahrahs are smaller than most Arabs, and by no
means handsome; in their peculiar mode of Bedouin saluta-
tion they put their noses side by side and breathe softly!
They subsist by fishing and are miserably poor; their plains,
mountains and valleys, except close to Damkut, are sandy and
barren. Religion they have scarcely any, and Carter says that
they do not even know the Moslem prayers, and are utterly
ignorant of the teachings of Mohammed. Their dialect is soft
and sweet, and they themselves compare it to the language of
the birds; it is evidently a corrupted form of the ancient

1 Notes on the Mahrah Tribe with vocabulary of their language; notes
on the Gharah tribe; geography of the southeast coast of Arabia ;—July,
1845, July, 1847; and January, 1851, in the journal of the Society.
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Himyaric and therefore of great importance in the study of
philology.!

The Gharah tribe inhabit the coast between Moseirah island
and the Kuria-Muria islands. Their country is mountainous
and cavernous and consists of a white stratified limestone for-
mation 4,000 or 5,000 feet above the sea-level. The upper
part of the mountains are covered with good pasturage and
their slopes with a dense thicket of small trees among which
frankincense and other gum trees are plentiful. The whole
tribe are froglodytes, ¢ cave-dwellers,”’ since nature gives them
better dwellings than the best mud-hut, and cooler than the
largest tent of Kedar. They are largely nomadic, however,
and shift from cave to cave in their wanderings. Their ward-
robe is not an incumbrance as it consists of a single piece of
coarse blue cotton wrapped around the loins like a short kilt.
The women wear a loose frock of the same texture and color
with wide sleeves, reaching a little below the knee in front and
trailing on the ground behind ; the veil is unknown. Children
go about entirely naked. Both men and women tattoo their
cheeks. For weapons they have swords, spears, daggers, and
matchlocks. Their food consists of milk, flessh and honey with
the wild fruits of the mountains.

This entire region has been justly celebrated for honey since
the days of the Greek geographers who enumerate honey and
frankincense as its chief products. The wild honey of South
Arabia collected from the rocks and packed in large dry gourds,
is fit for an epicure. On Ptolemy’s map of Arabia the region
inland from this coast is called Libanotopheros Regio, the place
of incense; and by Pliny is termed regio ¢hurifera, the region
of frankincense. From the earliest times this has been the
country that produces real frankincense in abundance. Once
its export was a source of wealth to the inhabitants, for incense
was used in the temples of Egypt and India as well as by the

1The most characteristic difference between Mahri and Arabic is the
substitution of S4é (sh) for A2/ (k) in many words.
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Jews, and by all the nations of antiquity. So important was this
commerce in the early history of the world that Sprenger de-
votes several pages in his Ancient Geography of Arabia to de-
scribing the origin, extent, and influence of frankincense on
civilization. The Arabs were then the general transport agents
between the east and the west, . ¢., India and Egypt. The
Queen of Sheba’s empire grew rich in frankincense-trade ; she
brought to Solomon ¢ spices in abundance,” nor was there
“any such spice ' or brought in ¢‘‘such abundance’ as that
which Queen Sheba gave to Solomon. (. c. cir. 992.)

Therise of Islam, the overthrow of the old Himyarite king-
dom, the discovery of the passage round the Cape of Good
Hope, all these codperated to destroy the ancient importance
and prosperity of Southern Arabia. At present, frankincense
is still exported, but not in large quantities. The gum is pro-
cured by making incisions in the bark of the shrub in May and
December. On its first appearance it comes forth white as
milk, but soon hardens and discolors. It is then collected by
men and boys, employed to look after the trees by the diffeerent
families who own the land on which they grow.

A BRANCH OF THE INCENSE TREE.



X<
THE LAND OF THE CAMEL

#To see real live dromedaries my readers must, I fear, come to Arabia,
for these animals are not often to be met with elsewhere, not even in
Syria; and whoever wishes to contemplate the species in all its beauty,
must prolong his journey to Oman, which is for dromedaries, what Nejd
is for horses, Cashmere for sheep, and Tibet for bulldogs.”— Palgrave.

ALL Oman, but especially the region just described, is called

among the Arabs Um-el-ib/, “mother of the camel.”
Palgrave, Doughty and other Arabian travellers agree that the
Oman dromedary is the prince of all camel-breeds, and
Doughty says they are so highly esteemed at Mecca as to fetch
three times the price of other camels.

Unless one knows something about the camel one can neither
understand the Arab nor his language; without the camel, life
in a large part of Arabia would at present be impossible ; with-
out the camel the Arabic language would be vastly different.
According to Hammer Purgstall, the Arabic dictionaries give
this animal 5,744 different names; there is not a page in the
lexicon but has some reference to the camel.

The Arabs highly value the camel, but do not admire its
form and shape. There is an Arab tradition, cited in Burton’s
¢ Gold Mines of Midian,” to the eff'ect that when Allah deter-
mined to create the horse, He called the South Wind and said,
¢I desire to draw from thee a new being, condense thyself by
parting with thy fluidity.”” The Creator then took a handful
of this element, blew upon it the breath of life, and the noble
quadruped appeared. But the horse complained against his
Maker. His neck was too short to reach the distant grass
blades on the march; his back had no hump to steady a sad-
dle; his hoofs were sharp and sank deep into the sand; and
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he added many similar grievances. Whereupon Allah created
the camel to prove the foolishness of his complaint. The horse

shuddered at the sight of what he wanted to become, and this
" is the reason every horse starts when meeting its caricature for

the first time. The camel may not be beautiful, (although the
Arabic lexicon shows that the words for ¢ prefty '’ and ¢“camel™
are related) but he is surpassingly useful.

This animal is found in Persia, Asia Minor, Afghanistan,
Beluchistan, Mongolia, Western China, Northern India, Syria,
Turkey, North Africa and parts of Spain, but nowhere so gen-
erally or so finely developed as in Arabia. The two main
species, not to speak of varieties, are the Southern, Arabian
one-humped camel and the Northern, Bactrian two-humped
camel. Each is specially adapted to its locality. The Bac-
trian camel is long-haired, tolerant of the intense cold of the
steppes and is said to eat snow when thirsty. The Arabian
species is shorthaired, intolerant of cold, but able to endure
thirst and extreme heat. It is incredible to Arabs that any
camel-kind should have a double hump. A camel differs from
a dromedary in nothing save blood and breed. The camel is
a pack-horse; the dromedary a race-horse. The camel is
thick-built, heavy-footed, ungainly, jolting; the dromedary
has finer hair, lighter step, is easy of pace and more enduring
of thirst. A caravan of camels is a freight-train ; a company
of Oman #kelul-riders is a limited express. The ordinary car-
avan travels six hours a day and three miles an hour, but a
good dromedary can run seventy miles a day on the stretch.
A tradesman from Aneyza told Doughty that he had ridden
from El Kasim to Taif and back, a distance of over 700 miles,
in fifteen days! Mehsan Allayda once mounted his dromedary
after the Friday midday prayer at El-Aly and prayed the next
Friday in the great Mosque at Damascus about 440 miles dis-
tant. The Haj-road post-rider at Ma’an can deliver a message
at Damascus, it is said, at the end of three days; the distance
is over 2oo miles,
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The Arabs have a saying that ¢ the camel is the greatest of
all blessings given by Allah to mankind.”” One is not sur-
prised that the meditative youth of Mecca who led the camels
of Khadiyah, to Syria and back by the desert way, should
appeal to the unbelievers in Allah and His prophet in the
words, ““And do ye not look then at the camel how she is
created?”  (Surah lxxxviii. 17 of the Koran.)

To describe the camel is to describe God’s goodness to the
desert-dwellers. Everything about the animal shows evident
design. His long neck, gives wide range of vision in desert
marches and enables him to reach far to the meagre desert
shrubs on either side of his pathway. The cartilaginous texture
of his mouth, enables him to eat hard and thorny plants—the
pasture of the desert. His ears are very small, and his nostrils
large for breathing, but are specially capable of closure by
valve-like folds against the fearful Simoon. His eyes are
prominent, but protected by a heavy overhanging upper-lid,
limiting vision upward thus guarding from the direct rays of
the noon sun. His cushioned feet are peculiarly adapted for
ease of the rider and the animal alike. Five horny pads are
given him to rest on when kneeling to receive a burden or for
repose on the hot sand. His hump is not a fictional but a-rez/
and acknowledged reserve store of nutriment as well as nature’s
packsaddle for the commerce of ages. His water reservoirs in
connection with the stomach, enable him when in good condi-
tion to travel for five days without water. Again, the camel
alone of all ruminants has incisor-teeth in the upper jaw, which,
with the peculiar structure of his other teeth, make his bite,
the animal’s first and main defence, most formidable. The
skeleton of the camel is full of proofs of design. Notice, for
example, the arched backbone constructed in such a way as
to sustain the greatest weight in proportion to the span of
the supports; a strong camel can bear r,000 pounds’ weight,
although the usual load in Oman is not more than 600 pounds.

The camel is a domestic animal in the full sense of the word,
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for the Arabian domicile is indebted to the camel for nearly all
it holds.  All that can be obtained from the animal is of value,
Fuel, milk, excellent hair for tents, ropes, shawls and coarsex
fabrics are obtained from the living animal; and flesh-fiood,
leather, bones and other useful substances from the dead.
Even the footprints of the camel though soon obliterated, are
of special value in the desert. A lighter or smaller foot would
leave no tracks, but the camel’s footleavesdata for the Bedouin
science of Athar—the art of navigation for the ship of the
desert. Camel tracks are gossip and science, history and
philosophy to the Arab caravan. A camel-march is the standard
measure of distance in all Arabia; and the price of a milch-
camel the standard of value in the interior. When they have
little or no water the miserable nomads rinse their hands in
camel’s water and the nomad women wash their babes in it.
Camel’s-milk is the staple diet of thousands in Arabia even
though it be bitter because of wormwood pasturage.

As to the character of the camel and its good or evil nature
authorities differ. Lady Ann Blunt considers the camel the
most abused and yet the most patient animal in existence.
Palgrave, on the other hand, thus describes the stupidity and
ugly temper of the beast: ¢¢I have, while in England, heard
and read more than once of the docile camel. If docile means
stupid, well and good; in such a case the camel is the very
model of docility. But if the epithet is intended to designate
an animal that takes an interest in its rider so far as a beast can,
that obeys from a sort of submissive or half fellow-feeling with
its master, like the horse and elephant, then I say that the
camel is by no means docile, very much the contrary. He
will never attempt to throw you off his'back, such a trick be-
ing far beyond his limited comprehension ; but if you fall off,
he will never dream of stopping for you; and if turned loose
it is a thousand to one he will never find his way back to his
accustomed home or pasture. One only symptom will he give
that he is aware of his rider, and that is when the latter is-
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" about to mount him, for on such an occasion, instead of ad-
dressing him in the style. of Balaam’s more intelligent beast,
¢ Am not I thy camel upon which thou hast ridden ever since
I was thine unto this day? ' he will bend Wack his long snaky
neck toward his master, open his enormous jaws to bite, if he
dared, and roar out atremendous sort of groan, as if to com-
plain of some entirely new and unparalleled injustice aboutto be
done him. In a word he is from first to last an undomesticated
and savage animal rendered serviceable by stupidity alone.
Neither attachment nor even habit can impress him ; never
tame, though not wide-awake enough to be exactly wild."”
We can bear witness that the camels we have ridden in
Hassa and Yemen were altogether more kindly than the ugly
creature of Palgrave.

The chief authorities on the interior of Oman were, until
recent date, Niebuhr, Wellsted (x835), Whitelock (1838),
Eloy (1843) and Palgrave, (1863). Palgrave, however, only
visited the coast and his account of the interior and its history
is pure romance. Later travellers have visited the chief cities
of Jebel Achdar and corroborated the accuracy of Lieutenant
Wellsted in his “¢Travels in Arabia.” Unfortunately Well-
sted’s acquaintance even with colloquial Arabic was very
limited and he frankly avows that he encountered serious diffi-
culties in understanding the people. ¢ Wellsted’s map,” says
Badger, ¢is the only one of the province which we possess
drawn up from personal observation and . . . itaffordslittle
or no certain indication of the numerous towns and villages
beyond the restricted routes of the travellers. It is remarkable
and by no means creditable to the British Government in India,
that, notwithstanding our intimate political and commercial
relations with Oman, for the last century, we know -actually
less of that country beyond the coast than we do ef the Lake
districks of Africa.’”’! Badger wrote in 1860, but although
Colonel Miles and others have visited the region of Jebel

t« History of Oman,”
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Achdar, all the country beyond is still largely Zerra sncognita.
No one bas ever made the journey beyond the range of moun-
tains or solved the mystery of Western Oman, which is still a
blank on the best maps; nor do we know anything of the land
100 miles southwest of Muscat, save by Arab hearsay.

The highlands of Oman may be divided into three districts;
J@alan from Jebel Saffan to Jebel Fatlah on the east. Oman
proper on the Jebel Achdar, and Zz-Zakirak on the eastern
slopes of Jebel Okdat. The most populous and fertile district
is that of Jebel Achdar which is also the best known. The fer-
tility of the whole region is wonderful and in striking contrast
with the barren rocks of so large a part of the coast. With a
semi-tropical climate, an elevation of 3,000 to 5,000 feet and
abundant springs the wadys and oases of Oman have awakened
the delight and amazement of every traveller who has ventured
to explore them. Water, the one priceless treasure in all
Arabia, here issues in perennial streams from many rocky clefts
and is most carefully husbanded by the ingenuity of the people,
for wide irrigation, by means of canals or watercourses called
faluj. Wellsted thus describes these underground aqueducts :
“They are as far as I know peculiar to this country, and are
made at an expense of labor and skill more Chinese than
Arabian. The greater part of the surface of the land being
destitute of running streams on the surface, the Arabs have
sought in elevated places for springs or fountains beneath it.
A channel from this fountainhead is then, with a very slight
descent, bored in the direction -in which it is to be conveyed,
leaving apertures at regular distances to afford light and air to
those who are occasionally sent to keep it clean. In this
way the water is frequently conducted for a distance of six
or eight miles, and an unlimited supply is thus obtained.
These channels are about four feet broad and two feet deep
and contain a clear, rapid stream. Most of the large towns or
oases have four or five of these rivulets or fa/ (plural fauj)
running into them. The isolated spots to which water is thus
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conveyed, possess a soil so fertile that nearly every grain, fruit
or vegetable, common to India, Arab or Persia, is produced al-
most spontaneously ; and the tales of the oases will be no longer
regarded as an exaggeration, since a single step conveys the
traveller from the glare and sand of the desert into a fertile
tract, watered by a hundred rills, teeming with the most
luxurious vegetation.”’

The chief caravan routes inland start from the coast, at
Sohar through Wady-el-Jazy, at Suaik through Wady Thala,
at Barka or Sib through Wady Mithaal and Wady Zailah
(alternative routes) at Matra, by the same, and at Sur through
Wady Falj. On the eastern side of the mountain range the
chief towns are Rastak, Nakhl and Someil. On the farther
side we have Tenoof, Behilah and Nezwa, all large towns well-
watered. ¢‘Between these fertile oases one travels! sometimes
an entire day through stony wady, or over volcanic rock,
climbing a difficult mountain pass, or crossing a wide sea-like
desert, without seeing a habitation or meeting a fellow-creature
except an occasional caravan. Their rifles are swung over the
shoulders of the riders, and their wild song keeps time with the
slow tread of the camels. . . ,

“From Nakhl it is a long day’s journey to Lihiga at the
foot of Jebel Achdar. Two other beautifully situated moun-
tain villages, Owkan and Koia are in close proximity. Here,
as well as on the mountains, dwells a tribe of hardy moun-
taineers, the Bni. Ryam. In features and habite this tribe is
quite distinct from the other Oman tribes. All over these
mountains the people lead a peaceful life, and the absence of
fire-arms was noticeable in comparison with the valley tribes,
where each man carries his rifle, often of the best English or
German pattern.

“From Lihiga we began the ascent, and after a half-a-day

1'The remainder of the chapter is quoted from the letters of my brother,

Rev. P.J. Zwemer, and the sketch of Tenoof was drawn by him on one
of his journeys.
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of most difficult climbing, reached the top of the pass at noon-
day, my barometer registeririg 7,050 feet. Here on a level
projecting rock, which afforded a splendid extended view of
the Wady Mestel, where dwell the Bni Ruweihah, we had our
lunch, and were glad to slake our thirst out of the goatskin
the guide carried on his shoulder. From the top of the pass
we descended to the level table-land at a height of 6,200 feet,
and at sunset reached the ideally beautiful village of Sheraegah.
It is in a circular ravine several hundred feet in depth, and like

Pry

TENOOF FROM THE EAST.
, From a pencil sketch by Peter J. Zwemer.

a huge amphitheatre where grow in terraces, apples, peaches,
pomegranates, grapes and other temperate products in rich
profusion. Ice and snow are frequently seen here during the
winter, and in summer the temperature registers nohigher than
80° F. In March we had a temperature of 40°, and enjoyed
a huge fire in the guest-room where a hundred Arabs came to
visit us, and entertained us with the recitation of Arabic
poetry. Such an opportunity was not to be neglected, and
they, as an agricultural people, were interested in the parable of
the Sower and the explanation. , , .,
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“We pressed on over the most difficult mountain roads to
Tenoof, at the foot of the mountains on the further side.
Nizwa, the old capital of Oman, is but three hours’ journey
from Tenoof. It has a large circular fort about 200 feet in
diameter, built of rough hewn stone and cement. We intended
to return to Muscat along the valley road via Someil, but the
state of affairs at Nezwa made roads through hostile territory
unsafe, and we decided to recross the mountains, enjoying
again their cool climate and the friendliness of the people. By
riding long camel-stages and taking short rests, we were able to
reach Muscat from the top of the mountains in four days, hav-
ing been absent on the journey twenty-one days.”

X

THE PEARL ISLANDS OF THE GULF

“¢We are all from the highest to the lowest slaves of one master—
Pearl,’ said Mohammed bin Thanee to me one evening; nor was the ex-
pression out of place. All thought, all conversation, all employment,
turns on that one subject; everything else is mere by-game, and below
even secondary consideration.” —ZFalgrave. -

HALF way down the Persian Gulf, off' the east Arabian

coast, between the peninsula of El Katar and the Turkish
province of El Hassa, are the islands of Bahrein.! This name
was formerly applied to the entire triangular projection on the
coast between the salt-sea of the gulf and the fresh water flood
of the Euphrates; hence its name .Bakr-¢in ¢ the two seas.”
But since the days of Burckhardt’s map the name is restricted ~

to the archipelago. The larger island is itself often called

Bahrein, while the next in size is named Moharrek—*¢ place of
burning.” The Arabs say that this was so named because the
Hindu traders used it for cremating their dead.

The main island is about twenty-seven miles in length from

1These islands are identified by Sprenger and others with Dedan of the
Scriptures, (£zekie/ xxvii. 15), and were known to the Romans by the
name of Tylos. Pliny writes of the cotton-trees, «arbores wocant gossym-
pinos fertiliore etiam Tylo minore”—(xii, 10). Strabo describes the
Pheenician temples that existed on the islands, and Ptolemy speaks of the
pearlfisheries which from time immemorial flourished along these coasts.
The geographer, Juba, also tells of a battle fought off the islands between
the Romans and the Arabs. Ptolemy’s ancient map shows how little was
known as to the size or location of the group. Even Niebuhr’s map,
which is wonderfully correct in the main, makes a great error in the posi-
tion of the islands; in his day the two principal islands were called Owal
and Arad, names which still linger.
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Sealeof Miles,

3

MAPOF THE
ISLANDS OF

BAHREIN.

north to south, and ten miles in breadth. Toward the centre
there is a slightly elevated table-land, mostly barren. Twelve
miles from the northern end is a clump of dark volcanic hills,
400 feet high, called Jebel Dokhan, ¢ Mountain of Smoke."
The northern half of the island is well watered by abundant
fresh-water springs, always luke-warm in temperature. This
part of the island is covered with beautiful gardens of date-

RaselBarr
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palms, pomegranate, and other trees. The coast is everywhere
low, and the water shallow for a long distance. There is no
pier or jetty anywhere, so that, except at high water, boats
anchor nearly a quarter of a mile from the shore.

The total population of the islands is estimated at nearly
60,000, all of them Moslems with the exception of about 100
Banian traders from Sindh, India. Menamabh, the large town
on the northeast point of the island, with perhaps 10,000 in-
habitants, is built along the shore for about a mile; the houses
are mostly poor, many being mere mat-huts. This town is the
market-place and commercial centre for the whole group.
Here is the post office and custom-house and here the bulk of
the trade is carried on for the whole island. A short distance
from Menamah is the old town of Belad le Kadim, with ruins
of better buildings and a fine mosque with two minarets. The
mosque is of very early date, for the older Cufic character is on
all its inscriptions, covered over in some places by more recent
carving and inscriptions in later Arabic.

The largest spring on the islands is called El1 Adhari, ¢¢the.
virgins.” It issues from a reservoir thirty yards across, and at
least thirty feet deep, flowing in a stream six or eight feet wide
and two feet deep. This is remarkable for Arabia, and gives
some idea of the abundant supply of water. Under the sea,
near the island of Moharrek, are fresh-water springs always
covered with a fathom of salt water. The natives lower a hol-
low, weighted bamboo through which the fresh water gushes out
a few inches above sealevel. The source of these fresh-water
springs of Bahrein must be on the mainland of Arabia, as all
the opposite coast shows a similar phenomena. Apparently
the River Aftan marked on old maps of the peninsula as
emptying into the Persian Gulf near Bahrein was an #nder-
ground river, known to the older geographers.

If Egypt is the gift of the Nile, Bahrein may well be called
the gift of the pearl-oyster. Nothing else gave the islands
their ancient history, and nothing so much gives them their
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present importance. The pearl-fisheries are the one great in-
dustry of Bahrein. They are carried on every year from June
until @ctober, and even for a longer period, if hot weather sets
in earlier. Nearly all the island population are engaged in the
work in some way, and during the season there is only one
topic of conversation in the coffee-shops and the evening-
mejlis,—PEaRLs, The pearl has this distinction above all
other precious stones, that it requires no human hand to bring
out its beauties. By modern scientists, pearls are believed to
be the result of an abnormal secretion, caused by the irritation
of the mollusk’s shell by some foreign substance—in short, a
disease of the pearl-oyster. But it is not surprising that the
Arabs have many curious superstitions as to the cause of pearl-
formation. Their poets tell of how the monsoon rains falling
on the banks of Ceylon and Bahrein find chance lodgment in
the opened mouth of the pearl-oyster. Each drop distills a
gem, and the size of the raindrop determines the luck of the
future diver. Heaven-born and cradled in the deep blue sea,
it is the purest of gems and, in their eyes, the most precious.
Not only in its creation, but in its liberation from its prison-
house under ten fathoms of water the pearl costs pain and sac-
rifice. So far as this can be measured in pounds, shillings and
pence, this cost is easy of computation. The total value of
pearls exported from Bahrein in 1896 was £303,941 sterling
(31,500,000). The number of boats from Bahrein engaged
in the fisheries is about nine hundred and the cost of bringing
one boat’s share to the surface is 4,810 rupees (about $1,600).!
Hundreds of craft also come to the oyster-banks from other
ports on the gulf. It is scarcely necessary to say that the
pearl divers do not receive the amount fairly due them for their
toil. They are one and all victims of the ¢ truck-system *’ in
its worst form, being obliged to purchase all supplies, etc.,

't This cost is divided as follows: Fishing smack ». 400; wages of 10
divers 7. 2,000; wages of 12 rope-holders ». 2,400; apparatus 7. 40.
Total rupees 4,810,

A BAHREIN HARBOR BOAT
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from their masters. They are consequently so much in debt
to him as often to make them practically his slaves. The boats
are generally owned by the  merchants, and the crew are paid
at a low rate for a whole year’s work, only receiving a small
extra allowance when they bring up pearls of special size or
brilliancy. In the winter season these divers are out of work,
and consequently incur large debts which are charged to the
next season’s account. By force of circumstances and age-
long practice the islanders are also much given to the vice of
gambling on the market. Even the poorest fisherman will lay
his wager-—and lose it. It is not the thirty thousand fishermen
of the gulf with their more than five thousand boats who grow
rich in the pearl-fishing business ; the real profit falls to those
who remain on shore—the Arab and Hindu brokers of Bombay.
who deal direct with Berlin, London and Paris. A pearl often
trebles in value by changing hands, even before it reaches the
Bombay market.

The divers follow the most primitive method in their work.
Their boats are such as their ancestors used before the Portu-
guese were expelled from Bahrein in 1622. Even Sinbad the
sailor might recognize every rope and the odd spoon-shaped
oars. These boats are of three kinds, very similar in general
appearance, but differing in size, called Bakaret, Shua'¢e and
Bateel.! All of the boats have good lines and are well-built
by the natives from Indian timber. For the rest, all is of
Bahrein manufacture except their pulley-blocks, which come
from Bombay. Sailcloth is woven at Menamah and ropes are
twisted of date-fibre in rude rope-walks which have no ma-
chinery worth mentioning. Even the long, soft iron nails that
hold the boats together are hammered out on the anvil one by
one by Bahrein blacksmiths. -

Each boat has a sort of figure-head, called the £«bait, gen-
erally covered with the skin of a sheep or goat which was

1 The Maskooak is a much smaller boat, like the English jolly-boat, and
is used in the harbor and for short journeys around the islands,
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sacrificed when the boat was first launched. . This is one of the
Semitic traits which appear in various forms all over Arabia—
blood-sacrifice—and which has Islam never uprooted. All the
fishermen prefer to go out in a boat which has cut a covenant
of blood with Neptune. The larger boat used in diving hold
from twenty to forty men, less than half of whom are divers,
while the others are rope-holders and oarsmen. One man in
each boat is called £/ Misilly, i.e., the one-who-prays, be-
cause his sole daily duty is to take charge of the rope of any
one who stops to pray or eat. He has no regular work, and
when not otherwise engaged vicariously mends ropes and sails
or cooks the rice and fish over charcoal embers. He is there-
fore also called £/ Gillas, ¢ the sitter,” very suggestive of his
sinecure office.

The divers wear no elaborate diving-suit, but descend
clothed only in their fzaam and Zkabaat. The first is a true
pince-nes or clothespin-like clasp for their nostrils. It is
made of two thin slices of horn fastened together with a rivet
or cut out whole in a quarter circle so as to fit the lower
part of the nose and keep out the water. It has a perforated
head through which a string passes and which suspends it from
the divers neck when not in use. K#abaat are ¢ finger-hats ”’
made of leather and thrice the length of an ordinary thimble.
They are worn to protect the fingers in gathering the pearl-
shells from the sea-bottom; at the height of the pearl season
large baskets full of all sizes of these finger-caps are exposed
for sale in the bazaar. Each diver uses two sets (#wenty) in a
season. A basket, called dzseen, and a stone-weight complete
the diver’s outfit. This stone, on which the diver stands when
he plunges down feet-first, is fastened to a rope passing be-
tween his toes and is immediately raised ; another rope is at-
tached to the diver and his basket by which he gives the signal
and is drawn up. The best divers remain below only two or
three minutes at most, and when they come up are nine-tenths
suffocated. Many of them are brought up unconscious and
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often cannot be brought to life. Deafness, and suppuration of
the ear, due to carelessness or perforated ear-drums, caused by
the enormous pressure of the water at such depths, are com-
mon among divers. Rheumatism and neuralgia are universal
and the pearl-fishers are the great exception among the Arabs
in not possessing beautiful teeth.

Sharks are plentiful and it is not a rare thing for them to at-
tack divers. But the Bahrein divers are more fearful of a
small species of devil-fish which lays hold of any part of the
body and draws blood rapidly. Against this monster of the
sea they guard themselves by wearing an ¢ overall "’ of white
cloth during the early part of the season when it frequents the
banks. Their tales of horror regarding the devil-fish equal
those of Victor Hugo in his ¢ Toilers of the Sea.”

The divers remain out in their boats as long as their supply
of fresh water lasts, often three weeks or even more. Sir
Edwin Arnold’s lines are thus not as ‘correct as they are beau-
tiful :

“Dear as the wet diver to the eyes
Of his pale wife who waits and weeps on shore
By sands of Bahrein in the Persian Gulf;
Plunging all day in the blue waves; at night,
Having made up his tale of precious pearls,
Rejoins her in their hut upon the shore.”

When the pearl-oysters are brought up they are left on deck
over night and the next morning are opened by means of a
curved knife, six inches long, called miflaket. Before the days
of English commerce the mother-of-pearl was thrown away as
worthless. Now it has a good market-value and (after being
scraped free of the small parasites that infiest the outer shell) is
packed in wooden crates and exported in large quantities. The
total value of this export in 1897 was £5,694 (828,000).
The Arabs have asked me in amazement what in the world the
“Franks’’ do with empty sea-shells ; and some tell idle tales of
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how they are ground up into pearl dust and pressed into artifi-
cial gems, or are used as a veneer to cover brick houses.

On shore the pearls are classified by the merchants, accord-
ing to weight, size, shape, color and brilliancy. There are
button-pearls, pendants, roundish, oval, flat, and perfect
pearls ; pearls, white, yellow, golden, pink, blue, azure, green,
grey, dull and black; seed-pearls the size of grains of sand
and pearls as large as an Arab’s report, emphasized with fre-
quent wallaks, can make them. I have seen a pendant pearl
the size of a hazelnut worth a few thousand rupees but there
are Arabs who will swear by the prophet’s beard (each hair of
which is sacred !) that they have brought up pearls as large as
a pigeon’s egg. The pearl brokers carry their wares about tied
in bags of turkey-red calico; they weigh them in tiny brass
scales and learn their exact size by an ingenious device con-
sisting of a nest of brass sieves, called faoos, six in number,
with apertures slightly differing in size. The pearls are put
into the largest sieve first; those that do not fall through its
pea-sized holes are called, Ras, ¢ chief ”’; such are generally
pearls of great price, although their value depends most on
weight and perfection of form. The second size is called
Batu “belly,” and the third Dhai/, <tail.”” Color has only a
fashion-value ; Europe prefers white and the Orient the golden-
yellow ; black pearls are not highly esteemed by Orientals.

Before they are shipped the large pearls are cleaned in reefa
a kind of native soap-powder,and the smaller ones in soft
brown sugar; then they are tied up in calico and sold in lots
by weight, each bundle being supposed to contain pearls of
average equal value. How it is possible to collect custom dues
on pear/s among a people whose consciences rival their wide
breast-pockets in concealing capacity, surpasses comprehension.
But the thing is done, for the farmer of the custom dues grows
rich and the statistics of export are not pure guess-work.

The Bahrein islands also produce quantities of dates, and there
is an export trade in aremarkably fine breed of asses, celebrated
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all over the Persian Gulf. A good Bahrein donkey is easy to
ride and almost as good a roadster as an average horse. The
only manufactures, beside sail-sheeting, are coarse cloth for
turbans, and reed-mats of very fine texture. The chief im-
ports are rice, timber and piece-goods for which Bahrein is the
depot for all eastern Arabia. Three sights are shown to the
stranger-tourist to the islands of Bahrein: the pearl-fisheries,
the fresh-water springs, and the ancient ruins of an early civi-
lization at the village of Ali. These ruins are the ¢ 4ayoot &/
owalin ' the dwellings of the first inhabitants, who are believed
to have been destroyed by Allah because of their wickedness.
An hour’s ride through the date gardens and past the minarets
brings us to the village of Ali. It can generally be seen from
a good distance because of the smoke which rises from the
huge ovens where pottery is baked. The potter turns his
wheel to-day and fashions the native water-jars with deft hand
utterly ignorant and careless of the curious sepulchral tumuli
which cast their shade at his feet. South and west of the
village the whole plain is studded with mounds, at least three
hundred of them, the largest being about forty feet in height.
Only two or three have ever been opened or explored. Theo-
dore Bent in company with his wife explored these in 1889,
with meagre results, but no further investigations have been
made though it is a field that may yet yield large results.
M. JulesOppert, the French Assyriologist, and othersregard the
island as an extremely old centre of civilization and it is now
well known that the first settlements from ancient Babylonia
were in the Persian Gulf which then extended as far north as
Mugheir, near Suk-es Shiukh. But those first settlers probably
went to the coasts of Africa and to the kingdoms of Southern
Arabia, in which case Bahrein was on their line of travel. It
must always have been a depot for shipping because of its
abundant water-supply in a region where fresh-water is gen-
erally scarce. The mounds at Ali probably date from this
very early period ; although no corroboration in the shape of
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cylinders or bricks bearing inscriptions has yet been found, the
character of the structures found in the mounds is undoubted
proof of their great antiquity.

The larger mound opened by Bent, now consists of two
‘rock-built chambers of very large stones, square masonry, and
no trace of an arch or a pillar. The lower chamber is twenty-
eight feet in length, five feet in width, and eight feet high ; it
has four niches or recesses about three feet deep, two at the end
of the passage and two near its entrance. The upper cham-
ber is of the same length as the lower, but its width is six
inches less, and its height only four feet eightinches. The
lower passage is hand plastered as an impression of the ma-
son’s hand on the side wall still proves. If diggings were
made belorer the mounds or other mounds were opened better
results might follow, and perhaps inscriptions or cylinders
would be discovered. A year or two ago a jar containing a
large number of gold coins was found near Ali by some na-
tive workmen ; these however were Cufic and of a much later
period than the mounds. Near Yau and Zillag, on the other
side of the island there are also ruins and very deep wells cut
through solid rock with Zezp rope-marks on the curbing ; per-
haps these also are of early date. On the island of Moharrek
there is a place called £d Dair, <“the monastery’’ with ruins
of what the Arabs call a church; whether this is of Portu-
guese date like the castle or goes back to a much earlier period
before Mohammed, we cannot tell.

The climate of Bahrein is not as bad as it is often described
by casual visitors. No part of the Persian Gulf can be called
a health resort, but neither is the climate unhealthful at all
seasons of the year. In March and April, October, Novem-
ber and December the weather is delightful, indoor tempera-
tures seldom rising above 85° F., or falling below 60° F. When
north winds blow in January and February it is often cold
enough for a fire; these are the rainy months of the year and
least healthful, especially to the natives in their badly-built
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mat-huts. From May to September inclusive is the hot season,
although the nights remain cool and the heatis tempered by
seabreezes (called, £7/ Barik), until the middle of June.
Heavy dews at night are common and make the atmosphere
murky and oppressive when there is no sea-breeze. Land-
breezes from the west and south continue irregularly through-
out the entire summer. When they fail the thermometer leaps
to over one hundred and remains there day and night until the
ripples on the stagnant, placid sea proclaim a respite from the
torture of sweltering heat. A record of temperature, kept at
Menamah village in the summer of 1893, shows a minimum
indoor temperature of 85° and a maximum of 107°F., in the
shade. The prevailing wind at Bahrein, and in fact all over
the Gulf, is the shemmal or Northwester changing i% direction
slightly with the trend of the coast. The air during a shem-
mil is generally very dry and the sky cloudless, but in winter
they are sometimes at first accompanied by rain-squalls. In
winter they are very severe and endanger the shipping. The
only other strong wind is called Zaws ;- it is a southeaster and
blows irregularly from December to April. It is generally ac-
companied by thick, gloomy weather, with severe squalls and
falling barometer. The saying among sailors that ¢¢ there is al-
ways too much wind in the Gulf or none at all,”’ is very true
of Bahrein.

This saying holds true also of the political history of the
Gulf. Bahrein, because of its pearl-trade has ever been worth
contending for and it has been a bone of contention among the
neighboring rulers ever since the naval battle fought by the
early inhabitants against the Romans. After Mohammed’s
day the Carmathians overran the islands. Portuguese, Arabs
from Oman, Persians, Turks and lastly the English have each
in turn claimed rule or protection over the archipelago. It is
sufficient to note here that in 1867, 'Isa bin Ali (called £sax in
Curzon’s ¢ Persia,” as if the name came from Jacob’s brother
instead of the Arab form of Jesus!) was appointed ruling
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Sheikh by the British who deposed his father Mohammed bin
Khalifa for plotting piracy. '

The present Sheikh is a typical Arab and spends most of his
time in hawking and the chase ; the religious rule, which in a
Moslem land means the judicial and executive department,
rests with the Kad7 or Judge. There is no legislature as the
law was laid down once for all in the Koran and the traditions.
The administration of sustice is rare.  Oppression, black-mail
and bribery are universal ; and, except in commerce and the
slave-trade, English protection has brought about no reforms
on the island. To be ¢ protected '’ means here strict neu-
trality as to the internal affairs and absolute dictation as to af-
fairs with other governments. To ¢ protect’’ means to keep
matters in sfafus guo until the hour is ripe for annexation.
Sometimes the process from the one to the other is so gradual
as to resemble growth; in such a case it would be correct to
speak of the growth of the British Empire.

Contact with Europeans and western civilization has, how-
ever, done much for Bahrein in the matter of disarming prej-
udice and awakening the sluggish mind of the Arab to look
beyond his own ¢Island of the Arabs.” Even as early as
1867, Palgrave could write: ¢From the maritime and in a
manner central position of Bahreyn my readers may of them-
selves conjecture that the profound ignorance of Nejd regard-
ing Europeans and their various classifications is here ex-
changed for a partial acquaintance with those topics; thus,
English and French, disfigured into the local fngleez and
Francees are familiar words at Menamah, though Germans and
Italians, whose vessels seldom or never visit these seas, have as
yet no place in the Bahreyn vocabulary; while Dutch and
Portuguese seem to have fallen into total oblivion. But Rus-
sians or Moskop, that is Muscovites, are alike known and
feared, thanks to Persian intercourse and the instinct of na-
tions. Beside the policy of Constantinople and Teheran are
freely and at times sensibly discussed in these coffee-houses no
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less than the stormy diplomacy of Nejd and her dangerous en-
croachments.”’

To the Bahrein Arabs Bombay is the centre of the world of
civilization, and he who has seen that city is distinguished as
knowing all about the ways of foreigners. So anxious are the
boys for a trip on the British India steamer to this Eldorado of
science and mystery that they sometimes run from home and
go as stowaways or beg their passage. This close contact
with India has had its effect on the Arabic spoken on the
island which, although not a dialect, is full of Hindustani
words. Of late years there has been a considerable Persian
immigration into Bahrein from the coast between Lingah and
Bushire, and next to Arabic, Persian is the language most in
use.
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THE EASTERN THRESHOLD OF ARABIA

EYOND Bahrein the mainland stretches westward for
eight hundred miles across the province of Hassa and
lower Nejd and Hejaz to the Red Sea. As Jiddah is the western
port, Bahrein is the eastern pott for all Arabia. It is the gate-
way to the interior, the threshold of which is Hassa. Draw a
line from Menamah to Katif, then on to Hofhoof (or El Hassa)
and thence back to Menamah, and the triangle formed will in-
clude every important town or village of Eastern Arabia.
North of that triangle on the coast is the inhospitable barren,
thinly populated, country of the Bni Hajar; south of it is the
peninsula of El Katar; westward stretches the sandy desert
for five days' marches to Riad and the old Wahabi country.
The region thus bounded is really the whole of Hassa, although
on maps that name is given to the whole coast as far as Busrah.
But neither the authority of the Turkish government nor the
significance of the word Huassa (low, moist ground) can be
said to extend outside of the triangle.

The peninsula of El Katar, about 100 miles long and fifty
broad, is unattractive in every way and barren enough to be
called a desert. Palgrave’s pen-picture cannot be improved
upon: ¢ To have an idea of Katar my readers must figure to
themselves miles on miles of low barren hills, bleak and sun-
scorched, with hardly a single tree to vary the dry monoto-
nous outline ; below these a muddy beach extends for a quarter
of a mile seaward in slimy quicksands, bordered by a rim of
sludge and seaweed. If we look landwards beyond the hills
we see what by extreme courtesy may be called pasture land,
dreary downs with twenty pebbles for every blade of grass;
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and over this melancholy ground scene, but few and far be-
tween, little clusters of wretched, most wretched earth cot-
tages and palm-leaf huts, narrow, ugly and low ; these are the
villages, or ‘towns’ (for so the inhabitants style them) of
Katar. Yet poor and naked as is the land it has evidently
-something still poorer and nakeder behind it, something in
short even more devoid of resources than the coast iwelf, and
the inhabitants of which seek here by violence what they can-
not find at home. For the villages of Katar are each and all
carefully walled in, while the downs beyond are lined with
towers and here and there a castle, huge and square with its
little windows and narrow portals.”

The population of Katar is not large; its principal town is
Bedaa’. All the inhabitants live from the sea by pearl-diving
and fishing, and in the season send out two hundred boats.
The whole peninsula with its wild Bedouin population is
claimed by Turkey and is the dread of the miserable soldiers:
who are sent there to preserve peace and draw precarious pay
while they shake with malaria and grow homesick for Bagdad.
The Arabs are always at feud with the government and it is
very unsafe ousside the walls after sunset.

The usual route from Bahrein to the interior of Hassa is to
* cross over by boat to Ojeir on the mainland, and thence to
travel by caravan to Hofhoof. In October, 1893, I took this
route, returning from the capital to Katif and thence back to
Menamah. Embarking at sunset we landed at Ojeir before
dawn the next day and I found my way to a Turkish custom-
house officer to whom I had a friendly letter from a Bahrein
merchant. Ojeir, although it has neither a bazaar nor any
settled population, has a mud-fort, a dwarf flagstaff and an im-
posing custom-house. The harbor although not deep is pro-
tected against north and south winds and is therefore a good
landing-place for the immense quantity of rice and piecegoods
shipped from Bahrein into the interior. A caravan of from
two to three hundred camels leaves Ojeir every week. For
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although the Jebel Shammar country is probably supplied over-
land from Busrah and Bagdad, the whole of Southern Nejd re-
ceives piece-goods, coffee, rice, sugar and Birmingham wares
by way of Bahrein and Ojeir.

The whole plain in and about the custom-house was piled
with bales and boxes and the air filled with the noise of load-
ing seven hundred camels. I struck a bargain with Salih, a
Nejdi, to travel in his party and before noon-prayers we were
off. The country for many hours was bare desert, here and
there a picturesque ridge of sand, and in one place a vein of
greenish limestone. When night came we all stretched a
blanket on the clean sand and slept in the open air; those who
had neglected their water-skins on starting now satisfied thirst
by scooping a well with their hands three or four feet deep and
found a supply of water. During the day the sun was hot and
the breeze died away; but at night, under the sparkling stars

.and with a north wind it seemed, by contrast, bitterly cold.
On the sécond day at noon we sighted the palm-forests that
surround Hofhoof and give it, Palgrave says, ¢¢the general
aspect of a white and yellow onyx chased in an emerald rim.”
As we did not reach the ¢“emerald rim '’ until afternoon I
concluded to remain at Jifr, one of the many suburb villages.
Here Salih had friends, and a delicious dinner of bread, but-
ter, milk and dates, all fresh, was one of many tokens of hospi-
tality. At sunset we went on to the next village, Menazeleh,
a distance of about three miles through gardens and rushing
streams of tepid water. The next morning early we again rode
through gardens and date-orchards half visible in the morning
mist. At seven o’clock the mosques and walls of Hofhoof ap-
peared right before us as the sun lifted the veil ; it was a beau-
tiful sight.

El Hofhoof can claim a considerable age. Under the
name of Hajar, it was next to Mobarrez, the citadel town of the
celebrated Bni Kindi and Abd El Kais (570 a. p.). Both of
these towns, and in fact every village of Hassa, owe their
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existence to the underground watercourses, which are the
chief characteristic of the province; everywhere there is the
same abundance of this great blessing. A land of streams and
fountains,—welling up in the midst of the salt sea, as at
Bahrein; flowing unknown and unsought under the dry desert
at Ojeir ; bubbling up in perennial fountains as at Katif; or
bursting out in seven hot springs that flow, cooling, to bless
wide fields of rice and wheat at Mobarrez. The entire region
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is capable of rich cultivation, and yet now more than half of it
is desert. There is not a man to till the ground, and paradise
lies waste except near the villages. Elsewhere Bedouin robbers
and Turkish taxes prevent cultivation. Zhese two are the
curse of agriculture all over the Ottoman provinces of Arabia.

Hof hoof itself is surrounded by gardens, and its plan gives
a good idea of the general character of the towns of Arabia.
A castle or ruler’s house ; a bazaar with surrounding dwellings
and a mud-wall-built around to protect the whole. The moat
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is now dry and half filled in with the débris of the walls, which
are not in good repair. The town is nearly a mile and a-half
across at its greater diameter, but the houses are not built as
close together as is the custom in most Oriental towns; here is
the pleasant feature of gardens inside the walls. The date-
palm predominates, and indeed comes to wonderful perfection,
but the nabak, the papay, the fig and the pomegranate are also
in evidence. Indigo is cultivated, and also cotton, while all the
region round about is green with fields of rice and sugar-cane
and vegetables,---onions, radishes, beans, vetches, and maize.

The population of the city is entirely Moslem, except one
Roman Catholic Christian, who is the Turkish doctor, and
a half dozen Jews. The three Europeans who have previously
visited and described Hofhoof are, Captain Sadlier (1819),
Palgrave (1863), and Colonel Pelly (1865). The first gives the
population at 15,000 and Palgrave speaks of 20,000 to 30,000.
In 1871 when the Turkish expedition against Nejd took the
city, they reported it to have 15,000 houses and zoo suburb
villages (!) This shows the absolute uncertainty of most statis-
tics in regard to Arabia.

El Hassa (Hof hoof) is the first stage on the direct caravan
route from east Arabia to Mecca and Jiddah. Abd Er Rah-
man bin Salama, the Arab Sheikh, under the Turkish governor
of the Rifa’a quarter of the town gave me the following infor-
mation regarding this route. From Hassa to Riad is six days
by camel; from Riad to Jebel Shammar nine days; to Wady
Dauasir seven; and from Riad to Mecca eighteen days.
That would be rwenty-eight days to cross the peninsula, not
including stops on the road and travelling at the rate of an
ordinary caravan, 7. ¢., three miles an hour.

The Kaisariyeh or bazaar of Hofhoof is well supplied with
all the usual requirements and luxuries of the Levant; weapons,
cloth, gold embroidery, dates, vegetables, dried fish, wood,
salted locusts, fruit, sandals, tobacco, copperware and piece-
goods—in irregular confusion as enumerated. Public auctions
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are held frequently in the square or on the plain outside the
walls. Here, too, the barbers ply their trade, and blacksmiths
beat at their anvils under the shade of a date-hut. The Rifa’a
quarter has the desz houses, while the Na’athal has the largest
number ; the ¢ East-end” in Hof hoof being for the rich and
the ¢“West-end "’ for the poor, as is proper in a land of para-
doxes.

Hassa is celebrated for two sorts of manufacture ; cloaks or
abbas, with rich embroidery in gold and colored thread,
delicately wrought and of elegant pattern, the gayest and
costliest garments of Arabia; and brass coffee-pots of curious
shape and pretty form, which, with the cloaks, are exported all
over Eastern Arabia, even as far as Busrah and Muscat. Once
trade flourished and the merchants grew rich in this land of
easy agriculture and fertile soil. But intestine wars, Wahabi
fanaticism and Turkish indolence, extortion and taxation have
taken away prosperity, and Hassa’s capital is not what it was in
the days of old, when the Carmathians held the town.

One remnant of its former- glory remains; a unique and
entirely local coinage called the Zoweelak or ¢¢long-bit.” It
consists of a small copper-bar, mixed with a small proportion of
silver, about an inch in length, split at one end and with a
fissure slightly opened. Along one or both of its flattened sides
run a few Cufic characters, nearly illegible in most specimens,
but said to read: Mokammed-al-Saocod, i.c., “ Mohammed
of the Saood family.”” The coin has neither date nor motto,
but was undoubtedly made by one of the Carmathian Princes
about the year g20 A. ». This Moslem sect owed its origin to
a fanatic and enthusiast born at Cufa, called Carmath, who
first had a following about the year 277 of the Hejira. He
assumed the lofty titles, Guide, Director, the Word, the Holy
Ghost, the Herald of the Messiah, etc. His interpretation of
the Koran was very lax in the matters of ablution, fasting, and
pilgrimage, but he increased the number of prayers to fifty
daily. He had twelve apostles among the Bedouins, and his
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sect grew so rapidlythat they could muster in the field 107,000
fanatical warriors. Cufa and Busrah were pillaged and
Bagdad taken. In 929 Abu Taher stormed the Holy City of
Mecca and the Carmathians took away the black stone in
triumph to Katif., The centre of their power remained at
Hassa for some years. Here the coin was struck, which is the
only remnant of their power and fanaticism. And while the
Carmathian doctrines are held in abhorrence, their little bars
of copper still buy rice and dates and stick to the hands of the
money-changer in the bazaar.

In former days there were gold and silver coins of similar
shape. Some in silver can yet be found occasionally inscribed
with the noble motto in Arabic: ¢ Honor to the sober man,
dishonor to the ambitious.”” When I was in Hofhoof that
strange, twotailed copper-bar was worth half an anna and dis-
puted its birthright in the market with rupees and Indian paper
and Maria Theresa dollars and Turkish coppers. But how
changed the bazaar itself would appear to the ghost of some
Carmathian warrior of the ninth century who first handled a
“long-bit.”” Even the Wahabis have disappeared and
tobacco, silk, music and wine are no longer deadly sins. Of
these Moslem Puritans many have left for Riad, and the few
that remain stroke their long white beards in horror at Turkish
Effendis in infidel breeches smoking cigarettes, while they sigh
for the golden days of the Arabian Reformer.

There is a military hospital at Hofhoof with a surgeon and
doctor, but at the time of my visit there was a dearth of medi-
cines and an abominable lack of sanitation. Few soldiers sub-
mit to hospital treatment, preferring to desert or seek furlough
elsewhere, and nothing is done for the Arab population.
Before my coming cholera raged here as well as on the coast,
and during my short visit smallpox was epidemic and carried
off many, many children. Thrice awful are such diseases in
a land where a practical fanaticism, under the pious cloak of
religion, scorns medicine or preventive measures.

THE EASTERN THRESHOLD OF ARABIA 'lﬁ

The government of the province of Hassa is as follows.
The Sandjak (Turkish for administrative division) is divided
into three casas, Nejd, Katar and Katif and a small garrison
holds each of these cazas; 6oo men at Hofhoof, and 300 at
Katar-and Katif. The governor, called Mutaserrif Pasha,
resides at the capital and aimakams or sub-governors at the
other two centres. There are the usual Turkish tribunals and
each Arab tribe has a representative or go-between to arrange
its affairs with the governor. The principal tribes which at
present acknowledge Turkish occupation and submit to their
rule are: El Ajeman, El Morah, Bni Hajar, Bni Khaled, Bni
Hassam, El Motter, El Harb, and El Ja’afer. The Turkish
government has opened three schools in the province; the
total number of pupils according to the Turkish official report
is 3,540. The same report puts the entire population of the
province at 250,000 ; this gives a fair idea of. the backwardness
of education even in this province which has always been re-
markable for book-learning. The large mosque with its
twenty-four arches and porticoes, smooth-plastered and with a
mat-spread floor is always full of mischievous youth leaming
the mysteries of grammar and the commonplaces of Moslem
theology; but the days of poetry and writing of commentaries
on the Koran are in the past; even the Wahabi merchants
talk of Bombay and are glad to get hold of an English primer
or an atlas of the new world which is knocking at their door
for admittance.

After four days spent in the city I accepted an opportunity
to return northward with a caravan; I was not allowed to go,
however, until after I had signed a paper, which, because of the
unsafety of the road disclaimed all responsibility on the part of the
Government should I come to lose life, limb or luggage. A copy
of this document is in my possession, but the only foe I met in
the desert was—fever. On Tuesday noon our small party set
out, not going through the large town of Mobarrez as I had
hoped, but turning east and reaching Kilabeejeh at two o’clock.
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We passed fountains and streams and fields of rice and
swamps,—everything very unlike Arabia of the schoolgeogra-
phy. In four hours, however, we were again in the midst of
desert where the sun proved ‘too hot for me and I was taken
with a fever which did not leave me until I returned to Bahrein.
The road continued desert all the way to Katif. On Wednes-
day we rode all night under the stars (because of a false alarm
of robbers) until nine o’clock next morning. Then we rested
at a place called, with bitter irony, Um E]l Hammam ; there
are no daths, no trees, no grass, only a shallow pit of dirty
water and small shrubbery of dates. Here we spent a hot day.
On Friday morning we came to the borders of Katif,—palm-
groves, wells, and ancient aqueducts with curious towers and
air-holes at intervals. Through gardens and around by the
large square fort we came to the sea. At the custom-house,
again, I found rest and refreshment.

Katif has no good name among Hassa Arabs; its location
is low and marshy; ¢¢its inhabitants are mostly weak in frame,
sallow in complexion, and suffer continually from malaria.
The town iwelf is badly built, woefully filthy, damp and ill-
favored in climate. Yet it has a good population and brisk
trade. The inhabitants are mostly Shiahs of Persian origin
and are held in abhorrence by the Wahabis and the Turks
alike as little better than infidels. The present location of
Katif corresponds to the very ancient settlement of the Gerrka
of the Greek geographers but no exploration for ruins has ever
been made. A Portuguese castle marks z/es» occupation of
this coast also during their supremacy in the gulf. Katif was
taken by the Turks in 1871 and has been occupied by them
ever since.

The Arabian coast north of Katif, all the way to Kuweit
is without a single large settlement. Mostly barren and in the
hands of the predatory and warlike tribe of Bni Hajar, it is
very uninteresting and entirely unproductive,

X

THE RIVER-COUNTRY AND THE DATE-PALM

% The rich plains of Mesopotamia and Assyria which were once culti-
vated by a populous nation and watered by surprising efforts of buman
industry, are now inhabited, or rather ravaged by wandering Arabs. So
long as these fertile provinces shall remain under the government, or
rather anarchy of the Turks they must continue deserts in which nature
dies for want of the fostering care of man.”—Niebukr (1792).

WHAT changes of history have left their records in ruins

A and names and legends on the great alluvial plains
of Northeastern Arabia! The two rivers still bear their
Bible names, the Euphrates and DiZe4, or Hiddekel, but
nothing else is left which could be called paradise. What
impresses the traveller first and most is that so large an extent
of this fertile region lies waste and unproductive under an
effete rule. The splendor of the past can scarcely be believed
because of the ruin of the present. Everywhere are traces of
ancient empires and yet it seems incredible as we watch the
half-naked Arabs ploughing through the mud-banks with their
wild cattle and primitive implements.

Was this the cradle of the human race? Babylon and Nin-
eveh are here for the archzologist ; Ctesiphon, Kufa and Zobeir
for the historian; Bagdad and Busrah (or Bassorah) for old
Arabian romance ; and Ur of the Chaldees for the Bible stu-
dent. Since Haroun Rashid went about in disguise how many
yet stranger Arabian nights has Bagdad seen! How surprised

. Sinbad the sailor would be to see the decay of Busrah, yet

with a dozen ¢¢ smoke-ships " in its harbor !
Mesopotamia, called by the Arabs £/ Jesira, was formerly
limited to the land lying between the two rivers and south of
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the old wall by which they were connected above Bagdad.
From this point to the Persian Gulf the district was and is
still known as Irak-Arabi, to distinguish it from the Irak of
Persia. Commonly, however, the name of Mesopotamia
(Mid-River-Country) is given to the whole northeastern part
of Arabia. It has a total area of 180,000 square miles and
presents great uniformity in its physical as well as its ethnical
characteristics. Arabs live and Arabic is spoken for three
hundred miles beyond Bagdad as far as Diarbekr and Mardin ;
but we limit our description to the region between Busrah and
Bagdad including the delta at the mouth of the rivers.

Near Bagdad the two giant rivers, after draining Eastern
Asia Minor, Armenia and Kurdis#an, approach quite near
together; from thence the main streams are connected by
several channels and intermittent watercourses, the chief of
which is the Shatt-el Hai. At Kurna the two rivers unite to
form the Shatt-el-Arab which- traverses a flat, fertile plain
dotted with villages and covered with artificially irrigated
meadow-lands and extensive date groves. As far up as Bagdad
the river is navigable throughout the year for steamers of con-
siderable size. It is entirely owing to the enterprise of English
commerce and the Bagdad-Busrah steamship line that the
country, so gloomily described by Niebuhr, in 1792, and even
by Chesney in 1840, has been developed into new life and
prosperity. Even Turkish misrule and oppression cannot do
away utterly with natural fertility and productiveness; and if
ever a good government should hold this region it would regain
i% ancient importance and double its present population.

Two features are prominent in the physical geography of this
region. First the flat almost level stretches of meadow with-
out any rise or fall except the artificial ancient mounds.! The

1 The only remarkable exception is the Jebel Sinam—a rough hill of
basaltic rock that crops out in the midst of the alluvial delta near Zobeir;
a peculiar phenomenon, but proving Boughty’s general scheme for the
Arabian geology correct even here. :
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second is the date-palm. The whole length of the country
from Fap and Mohammerah to the country of the Montefik
Arabs above Kurna is one large date plantation, on both sides
of the wide river. . Everywhere the tall shapely trees line the
horizon and near the lower estuary of the Shatt-el-Arab they
are especially luxuriant and plentiful. Formerly every palm- -
tree on the Nile, was registered and taxed; but to count every
such tree on the Shatt-el-Arab would be an unending task.

The proper coat-of-arms for all lower Mesopotamia would be
a date-palm. Itis the “ banner of the climate’’ and the wealth
of the country. There may be monotony in these long groves
and rows of well-proportioned columns with their tops hidden
in foliage, but there certainly is nothing wearisome. A date
gaxden is a scene of exceeding beauty, varying greatly accord-
ing to the time of the day and the state of the weather. At
sunrise or sunset the gorgeous colors fall on the gracefully pend-
ant fronds or steal gently through the lighter foliage and re-
flect a vivid green so beautiful that once seen, it can never be
forgotten. At high-noon the dark shadows and deep colors of
the date-forests refresh and rest the eye aching from the brazen
glare of sand and sky. But the forest is at its best, when on
a dewy night the full moon rises and makes a pearl glisten on
every spiked leaf and the shadows show black as night in con-
trast with the sheen of the upper foliage.

It was an Arab poet who first sang the song of the date-palm
so beautifully interpreted by Bayard Taylor :

# Next to thee, O fair Gazelle!
O Bedowee girl, beloved so well,—
Next to the fearless Nejidee
Whose fleetness shall bear me again to thee—
Next to ye both I love the palm
With his leaves of beauty and fruit of baim.
Next to ye both, I love the tree
Whose fluttering shadows wrap us three
In love and silence and mystery.



122 ARABIA, THE CRADLE OF ISLAM

Our tribe is many, our poets vie

‘With any under the Arab sky

Yet none can sing of the palm but I,

The noble minarets that begem

Cairo’s citadel diadem

Are not so light as his slender stem,

He lifts his leaves in the sunbeam glance
As the Almehs lift their arms in dance;
A slumberous motion, a passionate sigh
That works in the cells of the blood like wine,
O tree of love, by that love of thine
Teach me how I shall soften mine.”

Mark Twain compared the palm-tree to ¢“a liberty-pole with
a haycock " on top of it. The truth lies between the poet
and the “ Innocent” traveller, for the date-tree is both a poem
and a commercial product ; to the Arab mind it is the perfec-
tion of beauty and utility.

The date palm-tree is found in Syria, Asia Minor, nearly all
parts of Arabia and the southern islands of the Mediterranean,
but it attains to its greatest perfection in upper Egypt and
Mesopotamia.! Some idea of the immense importance of this
one crop in the wealth of Mesopotamia may be gained from
the statement of an old English merchant at Busrah, that ¢the
entire annual date-harvest of the River-country might conserva-
tively be put at 150,000 tons.”

The date-tree consists of a single stem or trunk about fifty to
eighty feet high, without a ranch, and crowned at the summit
by a cluster of leaves or ¢ palms’’ that drop somewhat in the
shape of a huge umbrella. Each of these palms has long lan-
ceolate leaves spreading out like a fan from the centre stem
which often attains a length of ten or even twelve feet. In a
wild state the successive rows of palms, which mark the annual
growth of the tree, wither and contract but remain upon the
trunk, producing with every breath of wind the creaking sound

t The dates of Hassa and Oman may equal those of Busrah but the gar-
dens are jnferior and the quantity produced is not so large.

DATES GROWING ON A DATE-PALM

A DATE ORCHARD NEAR RBUSRAH
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so often heard in the silence of the desert-night. But where
the palms are cultivated the old stems are cut away as fast as
they dry.and are put to many different uses. The trunk of
the palm-tree therefore presents the appearance of scales which
enable a man, whose body is held to the tree by a rope noose,
to climb to the top with ease and gather the fruit. At a dis-
tance, these annual »Zzgs of the date-palm appear as a series of
diagonal lines dividing the trunk. Palm-trees often reach the
age of a hundred years. The date-palm is dicecious; but in
Mesopotamia the pistilate-palms far exceed in number the
staminate. Marriage of the palms takes place every spring and
is a busy time for the husbandman as itis no small task to
climb all the trees and sprinkle the pollen.

Arabs have written books and Europeans have composed
fables on the thousand different uses of the palm-tree. Every
part of this wonderful tree is useful to the Arabs in unexpected
ways. To begin at the top :~—The pistils of the date-blossom
contain a fine curly fibre which is beaten out and used in all
Eastern baths as a sponge for soaping the body. At the ex-
tremity of the trunk is a terminal bud containing a whitish sub-
stance resembling an almond in consistency and taste, but a
hundred times as large. Thisis agreattable delicacy. There
are said to be over one hundred varieties of date-palm all dis-
tinguished by their fruit and the Arabs say that ¢ a good
housewife may furnish her husband every day for a month with
a dish of dates differently prepared.” Dates form the staple
food of the Arabs in a large part of Arabia and are always
served in someform at every meal. Syrup and vinegar is made
from old dates; and by those who disregard the Koran, even
a kind of brandy. The date-pit is ground up and fed to cows
and sheep so that nothing of the precious fruit may be lost.
Whole pits are used as beads and counters for the Arab chil-
dren in their games on the desert-sand. The branches or
palms are stripped of their leaves and used like rattan, to make
beds, tables, chairs, cradles, bird-cages, reading-stands, boats,
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crates, etc,, etc. The leaves are made into baskets, fans and
string and the dasz of the outer trunk forms excellent fibre for
rope of many sizes and qualities. The wood of the trunk,
though light and porous, is much used in bridge-building and
architecture and is quite durable. In short, when a date-
palm is cut down there is not a particle of it that is wasted.
This tree is the ¢ poor-house’ and asylum for all Arabia;
without it millions would have neither food nor shelter.
For one half of the population of Mesopotamia lives in date-
mat dwellings.

Although everywhere the date-culture is an important in-
dustry, Busrah is the centre of the trade, for here is the princi-
pal depot for export. The three best varieties of dates known
at Busrah are the Hallawi, Khadrawi and Sayer. These are
the only kinds that will stand shipping to the European markets.
They are packed in layers in wooden boxes, or in smaller car-
ton boxes. The average export to London and New York
from Busrah for the past five years has been about 20,000 founs,
nearly one half of which was for the American market. Other
imporeant varieties are Zehds, Bérem, Deryand Shukri. These
are packed more roughly in matting or baskets, and are sent
along the whole Arabian coast, to India, the Red Sea littoral
and Zanzibar. There are over thirty other varieties cultivated
near Busrah for local consumption. Some of them have curi-
ous names such as: ¢‘Mother of Perfume,” ¢ Sealed-up,”
““Red Sugar,” ¢ Daughter of Seven,” ¢ Bride's-finger,"
¢ Little Star,”” ¢“ Pure Daughter " ; others have names which
it is better not to translate.

Palgrave and others, with whose verdict I agree, pronounced
the KX%alasi date of El Hassa superior to all other kinds. It
has recently been introduced into Mesopotamia. Palgrave
says, ¢ the literal and not inappropriate translation of the name
is ¢quintessence’ —a species peculiar to Hassa and easily the

first of its kind.” The fruit itself is rather smaller than.

the usval Hallaw: date, but it is not so dry and far more
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luscious. It is of a rich dark amber color, almost ruddy, and
translucent ; the kernel is small and easily detached ; the date
tastes sweet as sugar and is as far superior to the date bought

in the American market as a ripe Pippin is to dried apple-rings.

At Busrah the date season opens in September and keeps
every one busy until the vast harvest is gathered and shipped.
The dates for export to Europe and America are of prime
quality ; a box of half a hundred-weight on board the steamer
is worth about three or four shillings wholesale. All poor,
wet, and small dates are packed separately in mats or bags,
and are sent to India as second-quality. The poorest lot are
sent in mass to the distilleries in England. Thus nothing is
lost. Date-packers, who put the fruit in layers, receive three
or four Zameris for packing a box. The best packers can only

" pack four boxes a day, so that their wages are about a £»an

(about ten cents) per day. They live cheaply on the fruit,
and bring all their family, babes and greybeards with them to
lodge for the season in the date-gardens. The date season in
Busrah begins in the early or middle part of September and
lasts for six or eight weeks. The price of the date-crop varies.
It is usually fixed at a meeting held in some date-garden where
the growers and buyers play the bull and the bear until an
agreement is reached. The prices in 1897 were, in the lan-
guage of the trade: ¢“340 Shamis for Hallawis, 280 Shamis for
Khadrawis, and 180 Shamis for Sayer.” Seventeen Shamis
are equal to about one pound sterling, and the prices quoted
are for a Zara, about fifty hundred-weights.

The culture of the date has steadily increased for the past
fifteen years. In 1896 the greater part of the country was in-
undated by heavy floods and over a million date-trees are said
to have been destroyed ; new gardens are being planted con-
tinually. The Arabs of Mesopotamia display great skill and
unusual care in manuring, irrigating and improving their date-
plantations, for they realize more and more that this is no
mean source of wealth, One recent use to which export dates



128 ARABIA, THE CRADLE OF ISLAM

are put is in the manufacture of vinegar ; it would seem, since
the beet-sugar industry has proved so profitable, that there
must be some method by which good sugar could be manufac-
tured from date-syrup. :

Mesopotamia is rich not only in date-groves but in cereals,
wool, gums, licorice root and other products. The export
of wool alone in 1897 was valued at £288,700. And the
total exports the same year, for the two provinces of Bag-
dad and Busrah, were put at £ 522,960. Busrah is the ship-
ping place for all the region round about, and ocean steamers
of considerable size are always in Busrah harbor; during 1897
four hundred and twenty-one sailing vessels and ninety-five
steamships cleared the port, with a total tonnage of 131,846;
ninety-one of the steamships were British.

The population of the two vilayets is given by Cuinet, who
follows Turkish authorities, as follows:

Moslems.  Christians. Fews.  Total.
Bagdad Vilayet, 789,500 7,000 53,500 850,000
Busrah Vilayet, 939,650 5,850 4,500 950,000

In Bagdad vilayet nearly four-fifths of the Moslem popu-
lation belongs to the Sunnite sect, while in Busrah vilayet
three-fourths of them are Shiahs. The Sabeans are generally
reckoned among the Christians, although these are already
sufficiently divided into Latin, Greek Orthodox, Greek, Syrian,
Chaldean Catholic, Armenian Gregorian, Armenian Catholic
and Protestants—the last in the smallest minority possible and
the others chiefly distinguished by mutual distrust and united
hatred of Protestantism.

The vilayet of Bagdad is divided again into three Sandjats
or districts of Bagdad, Hillah and Kerbela, and that of Busrah
likewise into those of Busrah, Amara Muntefik and Nejd.! Of
these six districts that of Bagdad is the largest in area and im-
portance and is the centre of military power for both vilayets.

1The last named is outside of our present subject and is a misnomer
given by Turkish audacity to the region of Hassa. -

- . -

' THE RIVER-COUNTRY AND THE DATEPALM 121

Thc boundaries of Bagdad Sandjak go as far as Anah on the

Euphrates toward. the north and include Kut-el-Amara on the
south with both banks of the Tigris. Hillah and Kerbela are
along the Euphrates with irregular boundaries while the Mun-

‘tefik Sandjak with its provincial town of Nasariya separates

them from that of Busrah. The Sandjak of Amara begins a
few miles north of the junction of the two rivers, and the whole
frontier toward Persia is entirely undefined or at least ‘7z 4#i-
gation,” as the Turkish official maps have it.

The two Turkish provinces have all the involved machinery
of Turkish civil and military administration. There are plenty
of offices and office-holders and constant changes in both.
Each province has a governor-general or HWa/ and (outside
of the governor’s sandjak) each district has its mutaserrif-pasha
either of the first or second class—those one has to deal with
gen€rally prove to be of the latter. Then thereare Xaimakams
for smaller districts or cities, and finally mudirs for villages.
At the seat of government, called the Sera:, there is an ad-
ministrative council, including the N or £adi, correspond-
ing to chief-justice; the defterdar or secretary of finance; the
muf# or public interpreter of Moslem law ; the #akb, etc., etc.,
etc. There are several courts of justice of different rank; the
custom-house administration is on the e pluribus unum plan
and ne plus ultra system. Besides these there are the ¢ Regie
des tabacs'’ or the tobacco-monopoly, the post and telegraph
administration, the sanitary offices, the salt-inspectors, and, at
Kerbela, the Tarif of corpses levied on imported pilgrims. To
describe all these satisfactorily would require a volume.
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THE CITIES AND VILLAGES OF TURKISH-ARABIA

UWEIT,! on the gulf a little south of the river delta, will
in all probability—before long, rise in importance and be
as well known as Suez or Port Said. It has the finest harbor in
all Eastern Arabia, and is an important town of from 10,000
to 1z,000 inhabitants. Here will probably be the terminus
of the proposed railroads to bind India and the gulf to Europe
by the shortest route. The whole country round about being
practically desert, the place is entirely dependent on its trade
for support. It possesses more bagalows (sailing-vessels) than
any port in the gulf; is remarkably cleanly; has some very
well-built houses and an extensive dockyard for boat building.
The town and tribe are nominally under Turkish subjection,
although protection is the better word, and it is rumored that
Kuweit will soon be as much in the hands of the English as is
Bahrein.

The Bedouin tribes of Northern Hassa, and even from Nejd,
bring horses, cattle and sheep to this place to barter for dates,
clothing and fire-arms. There is nearly always a large encamp-
ment of Bedouins near the town. The route overland from
Kuweit to Busrah is across the desert until we come to an old
artificial canal; leaving Jebel Sinam to the left the second
march brings us to Zobeir, a small village on the site of ancient
Busrah, and only a few hours to the present site. At Zobeir is

' Kuweit is the Arabic diminutive of A%/ a walled-village ; the place is
called Grane on some maps—evidently a corruption of Kurein or ¢ little
horn,” a name given to an island in the harbor.
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the tomb of the Moslem leader for whom the town is named.
The village contains about 400 houses; and the population is
rich and fanatical. In the vicinity are gardens where a kind
of melon is raised, which is celebrated in all the region round
about for sweetness and delicacy of flavor. The journey from
Kuweit to Busrah is generally made, even by natives, in buga-
lows; while the Persian Gulf steamers, not calling at Kuweit,
proceed direct from Bushire to Fao, at the mouth of the Shatt-
el-Arab. A great hindrance to commerce is the bar formed by
the alluvial deposit of the immense river as it reaches the gulf.
At low tide there is only ten feet of water in the deepest part
of the channel, and even at flood tide large steamers must plow
their way through the mud to reach Busrah.

Fao is of no importance except as the terminus of the cable
from Bushire. A British telegraph station was established here
in 1864. The Turkish telegraph system from up the rivers
terminates at Fao, and here too they have a representative to
govern the place and enforce stringent quarantine. The
Shatt-el-Arab winds motononously between the vast date-
orchards or desert banks for about forty miles, until we reach
the Karun river and the Persian town of Mohammerah.
Busrah is sixty-seven miles from the bar and between it and
Fao there are many important villages on each bank of the
river. Aboo Hassib is perhaps the most important and is a
great centre for date-culture and packing.

Busrah consists of the native city—containing the principal
bazaars, the government house, and the bulk of the population—
and the new town on the river. The native town is about two
miles from the river on a narrow creek, called 4skar ; a good
road runs along the bank, and this road really unites the two
parts of the city into one as it is lined with dwelling-houses for
a large part of the way. Busrah has seen better days, but also
worse. In the middle of the eighteenth century it numbered
upward of 150,000 inhabitants. In 1825, it had diminished
to 60,000; the plague of 1831 reduced it further by nearly
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one-half, and after the plague of 1838, scarcely 12,000 in-
habitants remained. In 1854, it is said to have had only
5,000 inhabitants, At present the place is growing yearly in
population and importance in spite of misgovernment and
ruinous taxation. It has every natural advantage over Bag-
dad, except climate, and will yet outstrip the city of the old
caliphs, if Turkey’s rule mends or ends. The present population
of the city proper is given by Ottoman authorities at 18,000.
Many ruins all over the plains and in the surrounding gardens tell
of its former extent and splendor. At present the native town
looks sadly dilapidated, and tells the story of neglect and de-
cay. The unexampled filthiness of the streets and the un-
drained marshes in the environs make the place proverbially
unhealthy. This unhygienic condition is not improved by the
Ashar Creek being at the same time the common sewer and the
common water supply for over one-half of the population. The
wealthy classes send out boats to bring water from the river,
but all the poorer people use the creek. Such are the results of
an imbecile government which could easily drain the marshes
-and supply every one with great abundance of pure water.
Ancient Busrah, near the present site of Zobeir, was founded
in 636 A. »., by the second Caliph Omar as a key to the
"Euphrates and Tigris. It reached great prosperity, and was
the home of poetry and grammatical learning, as Bagdad was
the centre of science and philosophy. After the twelfth cen-
tury the city began to decay, and at the conquest of Bagdad
by Murad IV., in 1638, this entire stretch of country fell into
the hands of the Turks. Then the present city took the name
“of Busrah. Later it was in the hands of the Arabs and Per-
sians, and from 1832 to 1840, Mohammed Ali was in possession.
Under the rule of Midhat Pasha, governor-general of Bagdad,
the city of Busrah arose in importance partly because of the
Turkish Steam Navigation Company which he promoted. But
it was a dream-life. English commerce and enterprise aroused
the place thoroughly, and the whistle of steamships has kept it

. )

THE CITIES AND VILLAGES OF TURKISH-ARABIA ‘131

awake ever since the Suez canal opened trade with Europe by
way of the gulf.? '

In making the journey from Busrah to Bagdad the traveller
has choice of two lines of river-steamers: the Ottoman service
has six steamers and the English company three, but the latter
are only allowed to use two by the Turkish government. For
romance, discomfort and tediousness, choose the former ; for
all other reasons select the latter. I have tried both. The
English steamers carry the mails to Bagdad and make weekly
trips; four or five days being required for the journey up
stream, and three days down, although when the water is low
the journey may be long delayed. In bad or shallow places
the steamers often discharge a part of their cargo, heave over
the shallow part and load up again. Of course trade suffers
and vast quantities of merchandise often lie for weeks at Bus-

rah awaiting shipment. No steps are ever taken by the Otto-

man government to counteract the great waste of water which
flows into the marshes. In course of time, unless prevented,
this waste will lead to the closing up of the main channel of the
Tigris even as the Euphrates below Suk-es-Shiukh has become
a marsh for lack of use.

The good Steamship Mesidiek with its kindly Captain Cowley,
or the sister ship K%alifak lies at anchor just off' the English
Consulate, the blue-peter flies overhead and the decks are over-
crowded with all sorts and conditions of men—Persians, Turks,
Indians, Arabs, Armenians, Greeks;—baggage, bales, boxes,
water-bottles—chickens, geese, sheep, horses, not to speak of
the insect-population on which it is impossible to collect freight-
charges. The steamers are somewhat after the type of the
American river-steamers on the Mississippi; but no Mark
Twain has yet arisen to immortalize them, although they afford
an even more fertile theme. With a double deck and broad

U For the interesting history of the cities that occupied the site of Bus-
rah before the days of Islam, and as far back as Nebuchadnezzar, see
Ainsworth's « Persopal narrative of the Euphrates expedition.”
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of beam they carry hundreds of passengers and an astonish-
ing amount of cargo for their size. The accommodation dur-
ing cool weather is excellent, and during the hot days no one
travels for the sake of luxury.

The first place at which the steamer calls is Kurna at the
junction of the rivers, and from whence the course is up the
Tigris to Bagdad. The Tomb of Ezra, about nine hours from
Busrah, is a great place for pilgrimages by the Jews. Itisa
pretty spot on the river bank and picturesque with its crowd of
embarking and disembarking Jews and Jewesses. The tomb
is a domed cloister enclosing a square mausoleum, and paved
with blue tiles. Over the doorway are two tablets of black
marble with Hebrew inscriptions attesting to the authenticity
of the tomb. It is not improbable that Ezra is buried here,
for the Talmud states that he died at Zamzuma, a town on the
Tigris. He is said to have died here on his way from Jerusalem
to Susa to plead the cause of the captive Jews. Josephus says
that he was buried at Jerusalem, but no Jew of Bagdad doubts
that Ezra’s remains rest on the Tigris.

Ten hours beyond, we pass also on the west bank, Abu
Sadra, a tomb of an Arab saint marked only by a reed-hut and
a grove of poplars. Next is Amara, a large and growing
village with a coaling-depot and an enterprising population.
This place was founded in 1861, and promises to become a
centre of trade. After passing Ali Shergi, Ali Gherbi, and
Sheikh Saad, small villages, without stopping, the steamer calls
at Kut-el-Amara, a larger place even than Amara, on the east
bank, with over 4,000 inhabitants.

All the way from Busrah to Bagdad, but especially along this
part of the river, we pass Bedouin tribes, encamped in the
black tents of Kedar, engaged in the most primitive agricul-
ture or irrigation of their land, or rushing along the banks to
hail the passing steamer. A hungry, impudent, noisy, cheer-
ful lot they are; filling the merciful with pity and moving the
thoughtless to laughter, as they scramble up and down the

‘fTHE REPUTED TOMB OF EZRA ON THE TIGRIS RIVER

RUINS OF THE ARCH OF CTESIIPHON NEAR BAGDAD
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banks into the water to catch a piece of bread or a few dates
thrown to them.

Meanwhile we steam along passing Bughela, Azizieh, Bag-
dadieh and reach Bustani Kesra, or the arch of Ctesiphon.
The little village of Soleiman-Pak is named for the pious man
who was the private barber of Mohammed the prophet. After
various wanderings, poor pious Pak was buried here, only a
short distance from the great arch. A village sprang up near
the tomb, pilgrims come from everywhere and miracles are
claimed to be wrought by him who when alive only handled
the razor. The whole region of Mesopotamia is more rich in
saints, tombs and pilgrim-shrines than any other part of Arabia.

The arch of Ctesiphon is not a shrine but it is well worth a
visit. It is the only prominent object that remains of the vast
ruins of Ctesiphon on the east bank of: the Tigris, and Seleucia
on the west. The arch is now almost-in ruins but must once
have been the fagcade of a magnificent building. Its length is
275 feet, and its height is given variously as eighty-six or one
hundred feet; the walls are over twelve feet thick and the
span of the magnificent arch is nearly eighty feet. What
Ctesiphon was in the days of the Sassanian kings we read in
Gibbon. Now its glory has departed and the tomb of the
Barber has more visitors than the ancient throne of the Chos-
roes. Eight hours after leaving Ctesiphon’s ruins, our steamer
is in full sight of the city of Haroun Rashid.

Bagdad is a familiar name even to the boy who reads the
Arabian tales rather than his geography. It isoneof the chief
cities of the Turkish empire and has a history much older than
the empire itself. Founded by the Caliph Mansur about the
year’ 765 A. D., it was the capital of the Mohammedan world
for five hundred years, until it was destroyed by Halakn,
grandson of Jengiz Khan. Situated in the midst of what was
once the richest and most productive region of the old world
it is now no longer queen of the land but rather reminds us of
decay and dissolution. Its present beauties are only the ruins
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of former glory. The untidy soldiers slouching about the
streew, the evil-smelling bazaars and ruined mosques, the rot-
ten bridge of boats that spans the river, the faces of the poor
and the miserable who go begging through the streets, indi-
cate the curse of Turkish inanition and oppression.

On the west bank of the river is the old town enclosed by
extensive orange and date-groves. On the east bank is New-
Bagdad, which also looks old enough. Here are the govern-
ment offices, consulates, and the chief commercial buildings as
well as the custom-offices. Bagdad is still an important city
on many accounts. No other city of the Turkish empire is
influenced so much by the desert and Arabia as is Bagdad ;
and no other stands in such direct contact with the towns in
the interior of the peninsula. The Arabic spoken is compara-
tively pure, and Bedouin manners still prevail in many ways in
the social life of the people. The city has a very motley
population, because of commerce on the one hand and the
number of pilgrim-shrines on theother. The tombs of Abd-ul-
Kadir, and Abu Hanifah and the gilded domes and minarets
which mark the resting-places of two of the Shiah Imams—all
draw their annual concourse of visitors from many lands and
peoples. All the languages of the Levant are spoken on its
streets although Arabic prevails over all. Dr. H. M. Sutton
remarks, ‘I have been at the bedside of a patient where in a
company of half-a-dozen people we had occasion to use five
languages, and on another occasion we were in a company of
about forty people in a room where no less than fourteen lan-
guages were represented. The land of Shinar is thus still the
place of the confusion of tongues.”” Bagdad like Busrah has
suffered greatly by ravages of the plague at various times, but
especially in 1830 when the plague was followed by a fearful
inundation. In one night, when the river burst its banks
7,000 houses fell and 15,000 people perished.

The population of Bagdad is at present variously estimated
at from 120,000 to 180,000. Nearly one-third are Jews while
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the Oriental Christians number about §,000. The trade of
Bagdad is large not only with the region southwards and to-
ward Busrah but with Nejd and Northern Mesopotamia. The
import trade from India and Europe to Bagdad is over £1,-

‘000,000 every year, and the export trade to Europe alone is

placed at £s522,960 for 1897. The river north of Bagdad is
not navigable for steamers but an immense number of &elleks
daily arrive from the north loaded with lumber from Kurdis-
tan and with other products. These Zeleks are a craft made of
inflated goatskins boarded over with reeds and matting. The
boatmen return with the empty skins overland with the cara-
van companies. Still more characteristic of Bagdad is the
small river-boat called a 4#zffe or coracle. It consists of a per-
fectly circular hull, six to eight feet in diameter, with sides
curving inward like a huge basket, and covered with pitch.
This type of boat is as old as Nineveh and they are pictured
quite accurately on the old monuments.

Bagdad has more than sixty-eight mosques, six churches and
twenty-two synagogues. Of the mosques some, like that of
Daood Pasha, are in fine condition; others are almost in ruins,
and remind one of the remark of Lady Ann Blunt: ¢ A city
long past its prime, its hose a world too wide for its shrunk
shanks.” The feature of Bagdad is of course the river Tigris,
with its swift-flowing tide ever washing the mud banks and
watering the gardens for miles around. The houses come
down close to the water’s edge and some of them have pretty
gardens almost overhanging the stream and terraces and ve-
randas—oriental and picturesque. The British Residency is
perhaps most beautiful in its location and i% frontage on the
river; but the other consulates vie with it in displaying to the
traveller the strength and hospitality of European States. The
European community is larger than at Busrah.
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A JOURNEY DOWN THE EUPHRATES

HROUGH the kind assistance of Colonel Mockler, at
that time the Bagdad Consul General and Resident, in
the autumn of 1892, I was able to make the journey from Bag-
dad across to Hillah and down the Euphrates—a route not
often taken by the traveller. After making necessary prepa-
rations and finding a suitable servant we hired two mules and
left the city of the old Caliphs with a caravan for Kerbela. It
was in July and we made our first halt four hours from Bag-
dad, sleeping on a blanket under the stars. An hour after
-midnight the pack-saddles were lifted in place and we were off
again. Itwas a mixed company; Arabs, Persians,and Turks;
merchants for Hillah and pilgrims to the sacred shrines;
women in those curtained, cage-like structures called zahs-i-
vans,—two portable zenanas hanging from each beast; der-
vishes on foot with green turbans, heavy canes and awful vis-
ages: and to complete the picture a number of rude coffins
strapped cross-wise on pack-mules and holding the remains of
some ¢ true believers,” long since ready for the holy ground at
Nejf (Nedjef ). '

The caravan travelled along the desert road mostly at night
to escape the fearful heat of midday when we sought shelter in
public khan. Nothing could be more uninteresting than the
country between Bagdad and Babylon at this season of the
year. The maps mark six khans on the route, but three of
these are in ruins and the others are merely stages of a caravan
rather than villages or centres of cultivation. The soil appears
excellent, but there are no irrigation canals, and everything
has a deserted appearance. A few low shrubs between the
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mounds and moles of an ancient civilization; mud-houses
near the khans and some Arab encampments ; camel skeletons
shining white by the wayside, under a burning sun; and a
troop or two of gazelle making for the river-banks—that is all
you see until you reach the palm-banked Euphrates at Hillah.

The khans consist of a large enclosure with heavy walls of
sun-dried or Babylonian brick. In the interior are numerous
alcoves or niches, ten by six feet and four feet above ground ;
you seek out an empty niche and find a resting-place until the
caravan stars at midnight. In the centre of the enclosure is a
well and a large platform for prayer—utilized for sleeping and
cooking by late arrivals who find no niche reserved as in our
case. The rest of the court is for animalsand baggage. Usual
Arab supplies were obtainable at these resting-places, but every
comfort is scarce and the innkeepers are too busy to be hos-
pitable.

Khan el Haswa where we arrived the second day is the
centre of a small village of perhaps 300 people. At three in
the morning we left Haswa but it was nearly noon when we
reached the river, because of a delay on theroad. The bazaar
and business of Hillah were formerly on the Babylonian side
of the stream, but are now principally on the further side of
the rickety bridge of boats four miles below the ruins of Baby-
lon. After paying toll we crossed over and found a room in
the Khan Pasha—a close, dirty place, but in the midst of the
town and near the river. Hillah is the largest town on the
Euphrates north of Busrah. Splendid groves of date-trees sur-
round it and stretch along the river as far as the eye can reach.
The principal merchandise of the town is wheat, barley and
dates. Of the Moslem population two-thirds are Shiah, and
the remaining Sunni are mostly Turks. There are one or two
native Christians and many Jews, but it is difficult to estimate
correctly the population of Hillah or of any of the towns on
the Euphrates. At Hillah the river is less than 200 yards
wide and has a much more gentle flow than the Tigris at
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Bagdad. A short distance northwest of the town is Kerbela.
It is only a village but the spot is visited by thousands of faith-
ful Moslems every year who venerate the twelve Imams of the
" Shiah sect. Here is the tomb of Hosein the grandson of the
prophet and the son of Ali whom they believe the true suc-
cessor in the Caliphate. By living or dying here the Shiah dev-
otee has nought to fear for the next world. So strong is this
belief that many leave directions in their wills to be buried in
this hallowed spot. Thousands of corpses are imported some
even from India—after proper drying and salting—and are
laid to rest in the sacred ground. Nejf, south of Hillah, is the
place of ‘Ali’s martyrdom and is no less sacred for the living
and the dead.

At Kerbela the manufacture of forbas is about the only
industry. A Zorbat is a small piece of baked clay about two
inches in length, generally round or oblong, with the names of
Ali and Fatima rudely engraved on it. Made out of holy-
ground, these are carried home by all pilgrims and are used by
nearly every Shiah as a resting-place for the forehead in their
prayer prostrations. According to all reports Kerbela is similar
to Mecca in its loose morals and the character of its permanent
population.

On July 31st we left Hillah and sailed down the river in a
native boat similar to the ¢ bellum ’’ of Busrah, but without
awning. The Euphrates is more muddy than the Tigris, and
its course, though less sinuous, is broken here and there by
shallow rapids. We sailed all night and did not stop until we
arrived at Diwaniyeh the following afternoon. Many of the
villages on the way appeared to have a considerable population ;
date-groves were plentiful, and we passed two or three Mathhab
or tombs of Arab Sheikhs, including that reputed to be Job’s,
¢ the greatest of all the sons of the East.”

1The following are the villages and encampments between H#//ek and

Diwaniyek : El Ataj, Doulab, Dobleh, Kwaha, Saadeh, Tenhara, Bir
Amaneh, Allaj, Anameh, Hosein, Khegaan Sageer and Khegaan Kebir,
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At Diwaniyeh I was directed to the Serai, or government-
house, where the Muttaserif Pasha of Hillalr was forcing taxes
from the unwilling Arabs. I was kindly received, and, prob-
ably because of my passport, was entertained at the Pasha’s
table. Diwaniyeh has only a small population, and its
importance is due to i% wealth of palms and the wheat trade,
which gives another opportunity for the government to establish
a toll-bridge and custom-house.

The Arabs of this region are notorious for their piracy on
native craftt, and in 1836 they even attacked the English sur-
veying expedition. So I left the place with a guard of two
soldiers—Saadeh and Salim, who were as happy as their names.
Patching their uniforms, asleep in the bottom of the boat, eat-
ing of our bread and dates, or polishing their rifles marked
“U. S. Springfield, Snider's Pat. 1863,” we reached Samawa
safely. During the day we passed the hamlets Um Nejis,
Abu Juwareeb, Rumeitha, and Sheweit. But the general
scene was that of narrow morass channels branching out from
the river, where forests of reeds half hid mat-huts and naked
Arabs. These river tribes are not true nomads,! but live in
one place, on fish and the products of the river buffalo. It is
a strange sight to see a herd of large black cattle swimming
across stream, pursued by shouting, swimming and swearing
herdsmen. And this was once the home of Abraham, the
friend of God.

Near Rumeitha there was a large menzil of the Lamlum
tribe. Here we fastened the boat for the night, as our com-
pany was afraid to cross certain rapids by starlight. Some of
the Arabs came to our boat, armed with flint-locks and the
Mikwar—a heavy stick knobbed with sandstone or hard bitu-
men—in Arab hands a formidable weapon. Most of the people

1 The distinction between true Arabs of the nomad tribes and the
Me'dan was made as early as 1792 by Niebuhr in his travels, and the
river boatmen still answer your question with contemptuous accent:.
« Those are not Arabs, they are Me'dan.”
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were asleep, and we could get no supplies of any kind except
two roast fowl from the Turkish garrison in a mud brick fort
opposite. Even one of these fcll to the share of a hungry
jackal during the night. We left early in the morning, and
after some difficulty in crossing the shallow rapids, reached
Samawa in four hours. Dismissing the zaptiehs, we found a
room in the Khan of Haj Nasir on the second floor and over-
looking the bazaar.

It was the day before Ashera, the great day of Moharram,
and the whole town was in funereal excitement. All shops
were closed. Shiah were preparing for the great mourning,
and Sunni sought a safe place away from the street. As soon
as I came the local governor sent word that I must not leave
the khan under any circumstances, nor venture in the street,
as he would not be responsible for Shiah violence. Iremained
indoors, therefore, until the following day, and saw from the
window the confusion of the night of Ashera, the tramp of a
mob, the beating of breasts, the wailing of women, the bloody
banners, and mock-martyr scenes, the rhythmic howling and
cries of ““Ya Ali! ya Hassan! ya Hussein!'’ until throats
were hoarse and hands hung heavy for a moment, only to go at
it again. A pandemonium, as of Baal’s prophets on Carmel,
before the deaf and dumb God of Islam,—monotheistic only in
its book. ‘¢ There is no god but God,”’ and yet to the Shiah
devotees of Moharram, ‘¢ He is not in all their thoughts.”
The martyr caliphs of Nejf are their salvation and their hope,
the Houris’ lap.

Between Samawa and Nasariya, the next important town
we passed the villages: Zahara, El Kidr, Derj Kalat, (where
there is a Turkish Mudir and a telegraph station on the Hillah-
Busrah wire) Luptika E1 Ain Abu Tabr and El Assaniyeh.
The river begins to broaden below Samawa, and its banks are
beautiful with palms and willows. We were again delayed at
a toll-bridge ; there must be taxes everywhere in Turkey, on
ships and on fishermen, on boats and on bridges, on tobacco

A PUBLIC KHAN IN TURKISH-ARABIA

ARAB PILGRIMIS ON BOARD A RIVER STEAMER
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and on salt; but this taxing of the same cargo at every river
port is peculiar.,

" Nasariya is a comparatively modern town and better built
than any on the Euphratesriver. Its bazaar is large and wide,
and the government-houses are imposing for Arabdom. A
small gunboat lies near the landing, and this floating tub, with
its soldier guard and bugle-call, represent the only civilization
that has yet come to the Euphrates valley, and is a thing of
wonder to the Arabs. Opposite Nasariya are two large
walled enclosures, wheat granaries protected from Arab rob-
bers. Three hours west are the ruins of Mugheir—Ur of the
Chaldees.

Our meheleh sailed down the river before daylight and five
hours later came to Suk el Shiukh, ¢‘the bazaar of old men.”
Abd el Fattah, in whose Persian kahwah we found a place, is
a cosmopolitan. He had segn ¢ Franjees '’ before, had been to
Bombay, Aden and Jiddah, knew something of books, a little
less of the gospel, and spoke two English words, of which he
was very proud, ¢ Stop her’’ and ¢ Send a geri.”” He was'a
model innkeeper, and had it not been for his tea and talk, the
three days of stifling heat under a mat-roof would have been
less tolerable.

South of Suk el Shiukh the river widens into marshes, where
the channel is so shallow that part of the cargo of all river boats
is transferred to smaller craft. On account of this delay, we
ran short of provisions before reaching Kurna, and our boat-
men were such prejudiced sectarians that it required argument
and much backsheesh to bargain for some rice and the use of
their cooking-pot. We were ¢ nejis,”’ ¢kafir,”’ and what not,
and the captain vowed he would have to wash the whole boat
clean at Busrah from the footprints of the unbelievers. Between
Suk and the junction of the two rivers to form the Shatt-el-
Arab at Kurna, there are many wide, waste marshes, growing
reeds and pasture for the buffalo—a breeding place for insect
life and the terror of the boatmen because of the Me'dan
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pirates. We were three days on this part of the river, and
often all of us were in the water to lift and tug the boat over
some mud-bank. EIl Kheit is the only village of any size the
whole distance, but the Bedouin of the swamp, who live half
the time in the water and have not arrived at even the loin-
cloth stage of civilization, are a great multitude. At length
we reached Kurna and thence, by the broad, lordly, Shatt-el-
Arab to the mission-house at Busrah.

What is to be the future of this great and wealthy valley,
which once supported myriads and was the centre of culture
and ancient civilization? Will it evermore rest under the
blight of the fez and the crescent? The one curse of the land
is the inane government and its ruthless taxation. The goose
with the golden egg is killed every day in Turkey—at least
robbed to its last zest-egg.  The shepherd-tribes, the villagers,
the nomads, the agricultural communities, all suffer alike from
the same cause. When and whence will deliverance come?
Perhaps a partial reply to these two questions will be found if
we read between the lines in our chapter on the recent politics
of Arabia. A Zurkisk railroad in the Euphrates valley would
rust ; but a railroad under any other government would develop
a region capable of magnificent improvement.

XV

THE INTERIOR—KNOWN AND UNKNOWN

“ The central provinces of Nejd, the genuine Wahabi country, is to the
rest of Arabia a sort of alion’s den on which few venture and yet fewer
return.” — Falgrave.

¢ A desert world of new and dreadful aspect! black camels, and un-
couth hostile mountains; and a vast sand wilderness shelving toward the
dire impostor’s city.”—Doxghty.

THE region which, for want of a more definite name, we

may call the Interior includes four large districts.
Three of these have been comparatively well explored and
mapped, but the fourth is utterly unknown. These districts
are: Roba'-el-Khali, Nejran with Wady Dauasir, Nejd proper,
and Jebel Shammar.

It is surprising that at the close of the nineteenth century
there should remain so many portions of our globe still unex-
plored. We have better maps of the north pole and of the
moon than we have of Southeastern Arabia and parts of Central
Asia. A triangle formed by lines drawn from Harrara in Oman
to El Harik in Southern Nejd, thence to Marib in Yemen and
back to Harrara will measure very nearly 500 miles on each
of its upper sides and 8oo on the base. This triangle, with an
area of 120,000 square miles is as utterly unknown to the
world at large as if it were an undiscovered continent in some
polar sea. Never has it been crossed by any European traveller
or entered by an explorer. It includes all the Ainzeriand of
the Mahrah and Gharah tribes, all western Oman and the so-
called Roba’-el-Khali (literally, ¢ empty abode’’) of the Dahna
desert, as well as that mysterious region of El Ahkaf to which
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the Koran refers and which is said by the Arabs to be a sea
of quicksands, able to swallow whole caravans.

On most maps the region in question is left blank ; others
designate it as an uninterrupted desert from Mecca to Oman ;
while Ptolemy’s map describes the region as producing myrrh
and abounding in Arab tribes and caravan-routes. Whatever
we know of the country at present must be the result of Arab
hearsay booked by travellers in the coast-provinces. The few
names of places given in the Roba’-el-Khali would 7o/ lead
one to suppose that ¢ uninterrupted desert’’ was its only char-
acteristic feature. In the north are Jebel Athal (the Tamarisk
Mountains), and Wady Yebrin. Wady Shibwan and Wady
Habuna seem to extend at least some distance into the triangle
from the west, while, in the very centre we have the very un-
usual names for a desert region Belad-ez-Zohur (Flower-
country) and El-Joz (the nut-trees). There is no doubtthata
large part of the region is now desert and uninhabited ; but it
may not always have been so and may hold its own secrets,
archaological and geographical.

An Arab of Wady Fatima told Doughty, what the divine
partition of the world was in the following words: ¢Two
quarters Allah divided to the children of Adam, the third part
He gave to Gog and Magog, a manikin people, parted from us
by a wall, which they shall overskip in the latter days; and
then will they overrun the world. Of their kindred be the
gross Turks and the misbelieving Persians; but you, the Eng-
leys are of the good kind with us. The fourth part of the
world is called Roba’-el-Khali, the empty quarter.”” Doughty
adds, “I never found any Arabian who had aught to tell,
even by hearsay, of that dreadful country. Haply it is Nefud,
with quicksands, which might be entered into and even passed
with milch dromedaries in the spring weeks. Now my health
failed me; otherwise I had sought to unriddle that enigma.”
It still awaits solution. In Oman they say it is only twenty-
seven \days’ caravan march overland to Mecca right through
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the desert; perhaps ffom the Oman highlands one could more
easily penetrate into the unknown and get safely to Riad if not
to Yemen.

Nejran, celebrated as an ancient Christian province of Arabia
and sacred by the blood of martyrs, lies north of Yemen and
east of the Asir country. Together with the Dauasir-Wady
region it forms a strip of territory about 300 miles long and
100 broad, well-watered and even more fertile than the best
parts of Yemen.! The intrepid traveller, Halévy (1870) first
visited this region from Yemen and found a large Jewish popu-
lation in the southern part. He visited the towns Mahlaf,
Rijlah and Karyet-el-Kabil, penetrated Wady Habuna but
could not succeed in reaching Wady Dauasir. He describes
the fertility of the Wadys and the extensive date-plantations
of this part of Arabia in terms of greatest admiration. Ruins
and inscriptions are plentiful. In Wady Dauasir the Arabs say
that the palm-groves extend three dromedary-journeys. The
people are all agricultural Arabs but, as in Oman, they live in
continual feud and turmoil because of tribal jealousies and old’
quarrels.

The region east of Wady Dauasir is called Aflaj or Felej-
el-Aflaj, two days’ journey distant; here there are also palm-
oases. It is six days’ journey thence to Riad, but the way is
rugged, without villages.? It was along Wady Dauasir that I

1 It contains the following Wadys : Nejran, Habuna, Wanan, Moyazet,
Bedr and the extensive Wady Dauasir.

2Aflaj has six villages : Siah, Leyta, Khurfa, Er-Rautha, El-Bedia. Wady
Dauasir has these towns: El-Hammam, Es-Shotibba, Es-Soleil, Tamera,
Ed-Dam, El-Loghf, El-Ferra, Es-Showeik, and El-Ayathat. (Doughty.)
Most of these towns are not given on the maps; but as some of them are,
it is interesting to mention the route from Hassa to this Wady, given by
Capt. Miles in a letter to Sprenger (dated Muscat, March, 1873) and
quoted in his «Alte Geog. Arabiens,” page 240. * Route from El Hasa
to Solail: Hassa, Kharaj, Howta, Hilwa, Leilah, Kharfa, Rondha, El
Sih, Bidia, Shitba, Solail. From Solail to Runniya it is three days'
journey. It is a town larger than Solail. The Dosiri tribes are as fol-
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had hoped to make the overland journey from Sana to Bahrein
in 1894 ; once beyond Turkish espionage the way would have
been open. According to the testimony of Halévy the in-
habitants of Nejran and Wady Dauasir are not fanatical. No-
where in Yemen are the Jews treated so kindly as by the Arabs
of Nejran. This entire region must also be classed with the
fertile districts of Arabia. Water is everywhere abundant
coming down from the Jebel Rian, fifteen days’ journey from
Toweyk and from the southern ranges of Jebel Ban and Jebel
Tumra. The inhabitants of Nejran and of Southern Dauasir
are heretical Moslems. They belong to the Bayadhi sect like
the people of Oman,' and are supposed to be followers of Abd-
Allah-bin-Abad (746 A. D.).

Historically, Nejran is of special interest because here it was
that the Roman army of 11,000 men sent by Augustus Caesar
under ZElius Gallus to make a prey of the chimerical riches of
Arabia Felix came to grief. The warriors did not fall in battle
but, purposely misled by the Nabateans, their allies, they
marched painfully over the waterless wastes in Central Arabia
six months; the most perished in misery and only a remnant
returned. Strabo, writing from the mouth of Gallus himself,
who was his friend and prefect of Egypt, gives a description of
the Arabian desert that cannot be improved: “It is a sandy
waste with only a few palms and pits of water: the acacia
thorn and the tamarisk grow there ; the wandering Arabs lodge
in tents and are camel graziers.”’

Nejd—the heart of Arabia, the genuine Arabia, the Arabia
of the poets—is properly bounded,---on the east, by the Turkish
province of Hasa; on the south by the border of the desert

lows : El-Woodaieen at Solail; El Misahireh possess most camels, etc.;
Al Hassan at Wasit; Beni Goweit; El-Khutran in Shitba; El Sherafa;
El’Umoor, east end of Wady; Al Saad, west of Wady; El-Showaiej;
ElKhamaseen; El Kahtan; Hamid; Al Amar; El Farjan in Kharfa.”

1A full account of their peculiar beliefs and their disputed origin is
given in the Appendix to Badger’s ¢« History of Oman.”
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near Yemama ; on the west by Hejaz in its widest extent to
Khaibar; and on the north by Jebel Shammar. Thus defined
it includes the regions of El-Kasim, El-Woshem, El-Aared,
and Yemama. The ¢Zephyrs of Nejd” are the pregnant
theme of many an Arab poet and in these highlands that the
air is crisp and dry and invigorating, especially to the visitors
from the hot and moist coast provinces. It was such a poet
who wrote in raptures of the Nejd climate:

¢« Then said I to my companion while the camels were hastening
To bear us down the pass between Menifah and Demar :
¢ Enjoy while thou canst the sweets of the meadows of Nejd;
With no such meadows and sweets shalt thou meet after this evening.’
Ah! heaven’s blessing on the scented gales of Nejd,
And its greensward and groves glittering from the spring showers;
And thy dear friends when thy lot was cast in Nejd —
Months flew past, they passed and w e knew not,
Nor when their moons were new nor when they waned.”

As to the real and prosaic features of the country, Nejd is a
plateau of which Jebel Toweyk is the centre and backbone.
Its general height above the sea is about 4,000 feet, but there
are more lofty ledges and peaks, some as high as 5,500 feet.,
These highlands are for the most clothed with fine pasture;
trees are common, solitary or in little groups; and the entire
plateau is intersected by a maze of valleys cut out of the sand-
stone and limestone. In these countless hollows is concen-
trated the fertility and the population of Nejd. The soil of the
valleys is light, mixed with marl sand and pebbles washed
down from the cliffs. Water is found everywhere in wells at a
depth of not much over fifteen feet and often less; in Kasim it
has a brackish taste, and the soil is salty, but in other parts of
Nejd there are traces of iron init. The climate of all Nejd,
according to Palgrave, is perhaps one of the healthiest in the
world. The air is dry, clear and free from all the malarial
poison of the coast; the summers are warm but not sultry, and
the winter air is biting cold. The usual monotony of an

.
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- Arabian landscape is not only enlivened by the presence of the
date-palm near the villages, but by groups of Talh, Nebaa’ and
Sidr, the Ithl and Ghada Euphorbia—all of them good-sized
shrubs or trees.!

Nejd is pasture land, so that its breed of sheep are known all
over Arabia; their wool is remarkably fine, almost equal to
Cashmire in softness and delicacy. Camels abound; accord-
ing to Palgrave, Nejd is ¢“a wilderness of camels.’”” The color
is generally brownish white or grey; black camels are found
westward and southward in the inhospitable Harra-country to-
ward Mecca. Oxen and cows are not uncommon. Game is
plenty, both feathered and quadruped. Partridges, quail, a
kind of bustard; gazelle, hares, jerboa, wild-goat, wild-boars,
porcupine, antelope, and a kind of wild-ox (wathyhi) with
beautiful horns. Snakes are not common, but lizards, centi-
pedes and scorpions abound. The ostrich is also found in
western Nejd as well as in Wady Dauasir. The Bedouin hunt
them to sell the skins to the Damascus feather merchants who
come down with the Haj every year to Mecca; forty reals
(dollars) was the price paid in Doughty’s time for a single skin
—a small fortune to the poor nomad. Mounted on their
dromedaries they watch for the bird and then waylay it, match-
lock ready to hand. The Arabs esteem the breast of the ostrich
good food ; the fat is a sovereign remedy with them and half a
Jeinjan (the measure of an Arab coffee-cup), is worth half a
Turkish mejidie. The ostrich is no longer as common in
Arabia as formerly, and in many parts of the peninsula the bird
is unknown even by name.

Nejd is a land of camels and horses. But although a fine
breed of the latter exist it is a common mistake to suppose that
horses are plentiful in Central Arabia and that every Arab owns

I'The Talh is a large tree of roundish, scanty, leafage, with a little dry
berry for fruit, its branches are wide-spreading and thorny. The Nebaa’
is much smaller though of considerable height; it has very small ovate
bright green leaves. The Sidr is a little acacia tree,

»
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his steed. Doughty says ¢ there is no breeding or sale of
horses at Boreyda or Aueyza nor any town in Nejd.”” Most of
the horses shipped from Busrah or Kuweit to Bombay are not
from Nejd, although originally of Nejd-breed, but come from
Jebel Shammar and the Mesopotamian valley. He who would
know all about the beauty of the Nejd horse must visit the
Hail stables with Palgrave who'¢¢ goes raving mad '’ about the
animals ; or he can read Lady Ann Blunt’s ¢ Pilgrimage to
Nejd "’ in search of horses; better still let him buy that re-
markable book by Colonel Tweedie: THE AraBIAN HoRrsk,
His country and His people. In this volume the horse is the
hero and Arabs are grooms and stable-boys. The Arab is more
kind to his horse than to any other animal. No Arab dreams
of tying up a horse by the neck; a tether replaces the halter,
one of the animal’s hind-legs being encircled about the pastern
by a light iron ring or leather strap, and connected with a chain
or rope to an iron peg. Nejdi horses are speciafly valuable for
great speed and endurance. They are all built for riding and
not for draught; to the unprofiessional eye they do not seem at
all superior to the best horses seen in London or New York
City, but I leave the matter to the authorities mentioned.!

1 For our present knowledge of the government, population, cities and
villages of Nejd we are chiefly indebted to the following travellers: Cap-
tain G. F. Sadlier, of the English army, who was the first European to
cross the Arabian Peninsula. (1819.) George Wallin, a learned young
Swedish Arabist, travelling in 1845 and 1848 as a Mohammedan doctor of
law, passed through the northern desert from Jauf to Hail and visited
Medina. William Gifford Palgrave, a Jesuit Roman Catholic, of English
birth and scholarly tastes made his celebrated journey across Arabia from
west to east in 1862-63. In 1864 the bold Italian traveller Guarmani
went from Jerusalem straight to Jebel Shammar and Aneyza. In 186§
Colonel Pelly, the British Resident at Bushire made an important journey,
in company with Dr, Colville and Lieutenant Dawes, from Kuweit through
southeastern Nejd to Riadh, returning by Hassa to Ojeir and Bahrein. Then
Charles M. Doughty ( facile grinceps among all authorities and travellers
Arabian) made his long, arduous, zigzag journeys through northwestern
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The government of Nejd indicates what the independent
rulers of Arabia are like. Doughty testifies that the sum of
all he could learn from the mouth of the Arabs themselves of
Ibn Rashid’s government (now in the hands of Abd-el-Aziz
bin Mitaab, his nephew) was this: ¢ He makes sure of them
that may be won by gifts, he draws the sword against his ad-
versaries, he treads down them that fear him and he were no
right ruler, hewed he no heads off!” Some of the nomads
- consider the prince of Nejd a tyrant, but the villagers gener-
ally are well content. Forsooth it is better for them to have
one tyrant than many, as in the days before the political up-
heaval that unified central Arabia. Other of the more reli-
gious folk of Nejd cannot forget the bloody path by which Ibn
Rashid gained his seat of power and call him ¢ Ngjizs, (pol-
luted), a cutter-off of his kinsfolk with the sword.”

Lavish sums in the eyes of the starved Bedouin are spent on
hospitality but all guests are pleased and depart from the pile
of rice to praise God and the Amirof Nejd. Daily, in the
guest-room, according to Doughty, one hundred and eighty
messes of barley-bread with rice and butter are served to the
men freely; a camel or smaller animal is killed for the first-
class guests and the total expense of his famous hospitality is
not over £1,500 annually. The revenues are immense and
Ibn Rashid’s private fortune had grown large even when
Doughty visited him in 1877. He has cattle innumerable and
“ 40,000 camels "’ ; some 300 blooded mares and 100 horses;
over 100 negro slaves; besides private  riches laid up in
silver metal, land at Hail and plantations in Jauf.

Contrasted with the Turkish provinces of Arabia the subjects
of the Amir of Nejd enjoy light taxation and even the Bedouin
warriors who are in the service of the Nejd ruler receive better
wages than the regular roops of the Sultan. From the descrip-
and northern Arabia from November, 1876, to August, 1878. Our other

authority for Nejd is Lady Ann Blunt who with her husband visited the
capital of Ibn Rashid’s country from Bagdad in 1883.

THE INTERIOR—KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 151

tion of Mr. and Mrs. Blunt and Doughty at Hail, one cannot but
feel that the government of Nejd is much more liberal and less
fanatical than it was in the old days of the Wahabis as de-
scribed by Palgrave. The old Wahabi power is now broken
forever and Nejd is getting into touch with the world through
commerce. Kasim already resembles the border-lands and the
inhabitants are worldly-wise with the wisdom of the Bombay
horse-dealers. Many of the youth of Nejd visit Bagdad, Bus-
rah and Bahrein in their commercial ventures. Says Doughty,
“¢all Nejd Arabia, east of Teyma, appertains to the Persian
Gulf traffic and not to Syria [as does westera Nejd]: and
therefore the foreign color of Nejd is Mesopotamian.”” He
marvelled at the erudition of the Nejd Arabs in spite of their
isolation until he found that even here newspapers had found
their way in recent years. English patent medicines are sold
in the bazaar of Aneyza and the Arabs are somewhat ac-
quainted with the wonders of Bombay and Calcutta. Pal-
grave found the inhabitants of Kasim and southern Nejd far
more intelligent than those of the north. Except for the four

* large towns of Hail, Riad, Boreyda and Aneyza, Nejd has

no large centres of population. Bedouin tribes are found
everywhere and villagers cultivate the fertile oases even in the
desert; but the population is not as dense as in Oman or
Yemen nor even as in Nejran and Wady Dauasir.

Hail, the present capital of Nejd, may have a population of
ten thousand within its walls. It lies east of Jebel Aja, a
granite range 6,000 feet high ending abruptly at this point.
The city is on a table-land 3,500 feet above the sea. The
Amir’s castle is a formidable stronghold occupying a position
of immense natural strength in the Jebel Aja. Blunt visited
this place in 1878, but does not give its exact site, ¢¢lest the
information might be utilized by the Turks under possible fi-
ture contingencies.”” We have three pen-pictures of Hail:
that of Palgrave who drew a plan of the city; the descrip-
tion of Doughty with his plan of the Amir’s residence and
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guest-house ; and the sketches of Lady Ann Blunt on her pil-
grimage. It is a walled town with several gates, a large mar-
ket-place, the palaces overtopping all and mosques sufficient
for the worshippers. It is a clean, well-built town, according
to Doughty and pleasant to live in save for the awe of the
tyrant.ruler. Its circuit may be nearly an hour; in the centre
of the walled enclosure stands the palace; near it the great
mosque and directly opposite the principal bazaar. The great
coffee-hall where the Amir gives his audiences is eighty feet
long with lofty walls and of noble proportions. It has long
rows of pillars ¢ upholding the flat roof of ethel timbers and
palm-stalk mat-work, goodly stained and varnished with the
smoke of the daily hospitality. Under the walls are benches
of clay overspread with Bagdad carpets. By the entry stands
a mighty coppertinned basin or ‘sea’ of fresh water with a
chained cup; from thence the coffee-server draws and he may
drink who thirsts. In the upper end of this princely 2e¢Awa
(coffee-house) are two fire-pits, like shallow graves, where
desert bushes are burned in colder weather; they lack good
fuel, and fire is blown commonly under the giant coffee-pots in
a clay hearth like a smith’s furnace.”

The palace castles are built in Nejd with battled towers of clay-
brick and whitened on the outside with jiss or plaster; this in
contrast with the palm-gardens in the walled-enclosure give the
town a bright, fresh aspect. Outside the walls, the contrast of
the Bedouin squalor and the rusty black basalt rocks lying in
rough confusion is intense. Hail lies in the midst of a barren
country and is an oasis not by nature but by the pluck and per-
severance of its founders. The Shammar Arabs settled here from
antiquityand the place is mentioned in the ancient poem of Antar.

£Er-Riadk or Riad (the ¢ gardens-in-the-desert’) was the
Wahabi metropolis of Eastern Nejd and of all the Wahabi
empire. The city lies in"the heart of the Aared country, en-
closed north and south by Jebel Toweyk and about 280 miles
southeast of Hail. It is a large place (according to Palgrave of
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30,000 population !}, but nothing is known of its present state,
as no European traveller has visited it since Palgrave. The gen-
eral appearance of Riad, according to our guide is like that of
Damascus. ¢‘Before us stretched a wide open valley, and in
its foreground, immediately below the pebbly slope on whose
summit we stood, lay the capital, large and square, crowned
by high towers and strong walls of defence, a mass of roofs
and terraces, where, overtopping all, frowned the huge but
irregular pile of Feysul's royal castle, and hard by it rose the
scarce less conspicuous palace, built and inhabited by his
eldest son, Abdallah. All around for full three miles over the
surrounding plain, but more especially to the west and south,
waved a sea of palm-trees above green fields and well-watered
gardens; while the singing, droning sound of the water-wheels
reached us even where we had halted at a quarter of a mile or
more from the nearest town-walls. On the opposite side south-
ward, the valley opened out into the great and even more fertile
plains of Yemama, thickly dotted with groves and villages,
among which the large town Manhufah, hardly inferior in size
to Riad itself, might be clearly distinguished. . . . Inall
the countries which I have visited, and they are many, seldom
has it been mine to survey a landscape equal to this in beauty,
and in historical meaning, rich and full alike to the eye and
the mind. The mixture of tropical aridity and luxuriant ver-
dure, of crowded population and desert tracts, is one that
Arabia alone can present, and in comparison with which Syria
seems tame and Italy monotonous.” *

Undoubtedly the population of Riad has diminished since
the seat of government was transferred to Hail ; at present it
has even less trade and importance than Hofhoof (Hassa) since
the Turkish occupation.

1 If we remember that Palgrave compares Feysul’s mud brick palace to
the Tuileries of Paris, states that the great mosque of Riad can accommodate
2,000 worshippers, and gives the Wahabi ruler a standing army of 50,000,
we deduct a little from the poetical description to have a balance of net facts.
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JesEL SHamMMAR and the northwestern desert, remain to be
oonsidered. The chief characteristics of this region are the
extensive NVefwuds or sandy-deserts and the nomad population.
Jebel Shammar more than any part of Arabia is the tenting
ground for the sons of Kedar. Everywhere are the black-
worsted booths—the houses of goat-hair, so celebrated in
Arabic poetry and song. Place-names on the map of this
country are not villages or cities but watering-places for cattle
and encampments of the tribes from year to year, From the
Gulf of Akaba to the Euphrates, and as far north as their
flocks can find pasture, the nomads call the land their own.
Many of them are subject to the government of Nejd and pay
a small annual tribute; some are nominally under Turkish rule
and others know no ruler save their Sheikh and have no law
save that of immemorial Bedouin custom.

Burckhardt-discourses of these people like one who hasdwelt
among them, tasting the sweet and bitter of their hungry,
homely life. He describes their ten% and their simple furni-
ture, arms, utensils, diet, arts, industry, sciences, diseases, re-
ligion, matrimony, government, and warfare. He tells of their
hospitality to the stranger ; their robbery of the traveller; their
blood-revenge and blood-covenants ; their slaves and servants ;
their feasts and rejoicings; their domestic relations and public
functions ; their salutations and language; and how at last
they bury their dead in a single garment, scraping out a shal-
low grave in hard-burned soil and heaping on a few rough
stones to keep away the foul hyenas.

Burckhardt devotes a considerable portion of his book to an
enumeration of the Bedouin-tribes and their numerous sub-
divisions. These will prove of greatservice to those who visit
or cross the northern part of the Peninsula. The most impor-
tant tribe is that of the 4naeze. They are nomads in the
strictest acceptation of the word, for they continue during the
whole year in almost constant motion. Their summer quarters
are near the Syrian frontiers and in winter they retire into the
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heart of the desert or toward the Euphrates. When the tents
are few they are pitched in a circle and called dowar, in
greater numbers, they encamp in rows, one behind the other,
especially along a rivulet or wady-bed; such encampments are
called NVezel. The Sheikh’s or chief’s tent has the principal
place generally toward the direction whence guests or foes may

be expected. The Anaeze tents are always of black goat’s-
hair; some other tribes have stuff striped white and black.

Even the richest among them never have more than one tent

unless he happen to have a second wife who cannot live on
good terms with the first; he then pitches a smaller tent near
his own. But polygamy is very unusual among the Bedouin
Arabs, although divorce is common. The tent furniture is
simplicity itself; camel-saddles and cooking utensils with
carpets and provision skins, are all the Arab housewife has to
look after.

Since the days of Job the Bedouin have been a nation of
robbers. ¢ The oxen were plowing and the asses feeding beside
them ; and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them away,
yea they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword.”
(Jobi. 14.) The Bedouin’s hand is against every man in all
Jebel Shammar to this day. The tribes are in a state of almost
perpetual war against each other; it seldom happens, accord-
ing to Burckhardt, that a tribe enjoys a moment of general
peace with all its neighbors, yet the war between two tribes is
not of long duration. Peace is easily made and easily broken.
In Bedouin parlance a salt covenant is only binding while the
salt is in their stomachs. General battles are rarely fought,
and few lives are lost ; to surprise an enemy by sudden attack,
or to plunder a camp, are the chief objects of both parties.
The dreadful effects of ¢ blood-revenge’’ (by which law the
kindred of the slain are in duty bound to slay the murderer or
his kin) prevent many sanguinary confficts. Whatever the
Arabs take in their predatory excursions is shared according to
previous agreement. Sometimes the whole spoil is equally
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divided by the Sheikh among his followers; at other times each
one plunders for himself. A Bedouin raid is called a ghazz,
and it is worthy of remark that the earliest biographer of
Mohammed, Ibn Ishak, so designates the wars of the prophet
of God with the Koreish. The Anaeze Bedouin never attack
by night, for during the confusion of a nocturnal assault the
women’s apartments might be entered, and this they regard as
treachery. The female sex is respected even ameng the most
inveterate enemies whenever a camp is plundered, and neither
men, women nor slaves are ever taken prisoners. It is war
only for booty. The Arabs are robbers, seldom murderers ; to
ask protection or dakhe:? is sure quarter, even when the spear
is lifted. Peace is concluded generally by arbitration in the
tent of the Sheikh of .a third tribe friendly to both combating
tribes. The most frequent cause of war is quarrels over wells
or watering-places and pasture grounds, just as in the days of
the patriarchs.

“The Bedouins have reduced robbery,” says Burckhardt,
“in all its branches to a complete and regular system, which
ofters many interesting details.” These details are very numer-
ous, and the stories of robberyand escape given by the Arabian
chroniclers, or told at the camp-fires, would fill a volume.
One example will suffice us. Three robbers plan an attack on
an encampment. One of them stations himself behind the
tent that is to be robbed, and endeavors to excite the attention
of the nearest watch-dogs. These immediately attack him;
he flies, and they pursue him to a great distance from the
camp, which is thus cleared of those dangerous guardians.
The second robber goes to the camels, cuts the strings that con-
fine their legs and makes as many rise as he wishes. He then
leads one of the she-camels out of the camp, the others follow-
ing as usual, while the third robber has all this time been
standing with lifted club before the tent-door to strike down
any one who might awake and venture forth. If the robbers
succeed they then join their companion, each seizes the tail of
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a strong leading-camel and’ pulls it with all his might; the
camels set up a gallop into the desert and the men are dragged
along by their booty until safe distance separates them from the
scene of robbery. They then mount their prey and make haste
to their own encampment.

Before we lightly condemn the robber we must realize his
sore need. According to Doughty and other travellers three-
fourths of the Bedouin of Northwestern Arabia suffer continual
famine and seldom have enough to eat. In the long summer
drought when pastures fail and the gaunt camel-herds give no
milk they are in a sorry plight; then it is that the housewife
cooks her slender mess of rice secretly, lest some would-be
guest should smell the pot, The hungry gnawing of the
Arab’s stomach is lessened by the coffee-cup and the ceaseless
¢‘tobacco-drinking ”’ from the nomad’s precious pipe. The
women suffer-most and children languish away. When one of
these sons-of-desert heard from Doughty’s lips of a land where
“we had an abundance of the blessings of Allah, bread and
clothing and peace, and, how, if any wanted, the law succored
him—he began to be full of melancholy, and to lament the
everlasting infelicity of the Arabs, whose lack of clothing is a
cause to them of many diseases, who have not daily food nor
water enough, and wandering in the empty wilderness, are
never at any stay—and these miseries to last as long as their
lives. And when his heart was full, he cried up to heaven,
¢ Have mercy, ah Lord God, upon Thy creature which Thou
createdst—pity the sighing of the poor, the hungry, the naked
—have mercy—have mercy upon them, O Allah!’ "

As we bid farewell to the tents of Kedar and the deserts of
North Arabia let us say amen to the nomad’s prayer and judge
them not harshly in their misery lest we be judged.
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¢THE TIME OF IGNORANCE"

“The religious decay in Arabia shortly before Islam may well be taken
in a negative sense, in the sense of the tribes losing the feeling of kinship
with the tribal gods. We may express this more concretely by saying
that the gods had become gradually more and more nebulous through the
destructive influence exercised, for about two hundred years, by Jewish
and Christian ideas, upon Arabian heathenism.”—Z#&, Hirschfeld, in
the ¢ Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.”

IN order to understand the genesis of Islam we must know

something of the condition of Arabia before the advent of
Mohammed. We shall then be able to discover the factors
that influenced the hero-prophet and made it possible for him
so powerfully to sway the destinies of his own generation and
those that were to follow.

Mohammedan writers call the centuries before the birth of
their Prophet waks-el-jakiliyeh—¢the time of ignorance’’—
since the Arabs were then ignorant of the true religion. These
writers naturally chose to paint the picture of heathen Arabia
as dark as possible, in order that the ¢‘Light of God,” as the
prophet is called, might appear more bright in contrast.
Following these authorities Sale and others have left an alto-
gether wrong impression of the state of Arabia when Mohammed
first appeared. The commonly accepted idea that he preached
entirely new truth and uplifted the Arabs to a higher plane of
civilization is only half true.!

No part of Arabia has ever reached the high stage of civili-
zation under the rule of Islam which Yemen enjoyed under its
Christian or even its Jewish dynasties of the Himyarites.

11In our chapter on the Arabic language we shall see that the golden
age of Arabic literature was just before the birth of Mohammed.
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Early Christianity in Arabia, with all its weakness, had been a
power far good. The Jews had penetrated to nearly every
portion of the peninsula long before Mohammed came on the
scene.!

In the “Timeof Ignorance "’ the Arabs throughout the penin-
sula were divided into numerous local tribes or clans which were
bound together by no political organization but only by a tradi-
tional sentiment of unity which they believed, or feigned to be-
lieve, a unity of blood. Each group was a unit and opposed to
all the other clans. Some were pastoral and some nomadic ;
others like those at Mecca and Taif were traders. For many
centuries Yemen had been enriched by the incense-trade and
by its position as the emporium of Eastern commerce., Sprenger
in his ancient geography of the peninsula says that: ¢¢ The history
of the earliest commerce is the history of incense and the land
of incense was Arabia.” The immense caravan trade which
brought all the wealth of Ormuz and Ind to the West, must
have been a means of civilization to the desert. The tanks of
Marib spread fertility around and the region north of Sana was
intersected by busy caravan-routes. W. Robertson Smith goes
so far as to say that ¢In this period the name of Arab was
associated to Western writers with ideas of effeminate indolence
and peaceful opulence . . . the golden age of Yemen.”

1« Mohammedanism had owed much to the Jewish kingdom of Saba.
The rule of the Sabean kings had extended over Mecca, and Jewish ideas
and beliefs had thus made their way into the future birthplace of
Mohammed. The fact is full of interest for students of the history of
Islam. The epigraphic evidence which Dr. Glaser has presented to us
shows that the rise of Mohammedanism was not the strange and unique
phenomenon it has hitherto been thought to be. It had been prepared
for centuries previously. Arabia had for ages been the home of culture
and the art of writing, and for about two hundred years before the birth
of Mohammed his countrymen had been brought into close contact with
the Jewish faith. Future research will doubtless explain fully how great
was his debt to the Jewish masters of Mecca and the Sabean kingdom of *
Southern Arabia,”—Prof. A. H. Sayce in the Zzdspendent.
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The Arabs had enjoyed for several thousand years, an al-
most absolute freedom from foreign dominion or occupation.
Neither the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the
ancient Persians nor the Macedonians in their march of con-
quest ever subjugated or held any part of Arabia. But before
the coming of the Prophet the proud freerhen of the desert were
compelled to bend their necks repeatedly to the yoke of Roman,
Abyssinian and Persian rulers. In A. p. 105, Trajan sent his
general, Cornelius Palma, and subdued the Nabathean kingdom
of North Arabia. Mesopotamia was conquered and the eastern
coast of the peninsula was completely devastated by the Ro-
mans in A.D. 116. Hira yielded to the monarchs of Persia
as Ghassan did to the generals of Rome. Sir William Muir
writes, ¢It is remarked even by a Mohammedan writer that the
decadence of the race of Ghassan was preparing the way for the
glories of the Arabian prophet.”” In other words Arabia was
being invaded by foreign powers and the Arabs were ready for
a political leader to break these yokes and restore the old-time
independence. Roman domination invaded even Mecca itself
not long before the Hegira. ¢ For shortly after his accession to
the throne, A. ». 610, the Emperor Heraclius nominated Oth-
man, then a convert to Christianity, . . ., asgovernor of
Mecca, recommending him to the Koreishites in an authorita-
tive letter.””! The Abyssinian wars and invasions of Arabia
during the century preceding Mohammed are better known.
Their dominion in Yemen, says Ibn Ishak, lasted seventy-two
years, and they were finally driven out by the Persians, at the
request of the Arabs.

Arabia was thus the centre of political schemes and plots
just at the time when Mohammed came to manhood ; the
whole peninsula was awake to the touch of the Romans,
Abyssinians and Persians, and ready to rally around any
banner that led to a national deliverance.

As to the position of women in this ““Time of Ignorance.”

1 Koelle’s Mchammed, p. 3.
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the cruel custom of female infanticide prevailed in many parts
of heathen Arabia. This was probably due, in the first in-
stance, to poverty or famine, and afterward became a social
custom to limit population. Professor Wilken suggests as a
further reason that wars had tended to an excess of females over
males. ‘An Arab poet tells of a niece who refused to leave the
husband to whom she had been assigned after capture. Her
uncle was so enraged that he buried all his daughters alive and
never allowed another one to live. Even one beautiful girl
who had been saved alive by her mother was ruthlessly placed
in a grave by the father and her cries stifled with earth. This
horrible custom however was not usual. We are told of one
distinguished Arab, named Sza-Sae, who tried to put down
the practice of ¢digging a grave by the side of the bed on
which daughters were born.”

Mohammed improved on the barbaric method and dis-
covered a way by which not some but @/ females could be
buried alive without being murdered—namely, the veil. Its
origin was one of the marriage affairs of the prophet with its
appropriate revelation from Allah. 7% veil was unknown in
Arabia before that time. Tt was Islam that forever withdrew
from Oriental society the bright, refining, elevating influence
of women. Keene says that the veil “lies at the root of all
the most important features that differentiate progress from
stagnation.”” The harem-system did not prevail in the days
of idolatry. Women had rights and were respected. In two
instances, beside that of Zenobia, we read of Arabian gueens
ruling over their tribes. Freytag in his Arabian Proverbs gives
a list of female judges who exercised their office in the ¢ time
of ignorance.” According to Noldeke, the Nabathean inscrip-
tions and coins prove that women held an independent and
honorable position in North Arabia long before Islam; they
constructed expensive family graves, owned large estates, and
were independent traders. The heathen Arabs jealously
watched over their women as their most valued possession and
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defended them with their lives. A woman was never given
away by her father in an unequal match nor against her con-
sent. “If you cannot find an equal match,” said Ibn Zohair
to the Namir, % the best marriage for them is the grave.”
Professor G. A. Wilken! adduces many proofs to show that
women had a right in every case to choose their own husbands
and cites the case of Khadijah who offered her hand to Mo-
hammed. Even captive women were not kept in slavery, as is
evident from the verses of Hatim :

# They did not give us Taites, their daughters in marriage;
But we wooed them against their will with our swords.
And with us captivity brought no abasement.

They neither toiled making bread nor made the pot boil;
But we mingled them with our women, the noblest,
And bare us fair sons, white of face.”

Polyandry and polygamy were both practiced; the right of
divorce belonged to the wife as well as to the husband ; tem-
porary marriages were also common. As was natural among a
nomad race, the marriage bond was quickly made and easily
dissolved. But this was not the case among the Jews and
Christians of Yemen and Nejran. Two kinds of marriage
were in vogue. The mofa’a was a purely personal contract
between a man and woman; no witnesses were necessary and
the woman did not leave her home or come under the authority
of her husband ; even the children belonged to the wife. This
marriage, so frequently described in Arabic poetry, was not
considered illicit but was openly celebrated in verse and
brought no disgrace on the woman. In the other kind of
marriage, called #i4ah, the woman became subject to her
husband by capture or purchase. In the latter case the pur-
chase-money was paid to the bride’s kin.

The position of women before Islam is thus described in

1 Het Matriarchaat bij de onde Arabieren (1884), and Supplement to
the same, in answer to critics, (1885). The Hague.
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Smith’s ¢ Kinship and Marriage in Early Arabia: ¢ It is very
remarkable that in spite of Mohammed’s humane ordinances
the place of woman in the family and in society has steadily
declined under his law. In ancient Arabia we find . . .
many proofs that women moved more freely and asserted
themselves more strongly than in the modern East. . . .
The Arabs themselves recognized that the position of woman
had fallen . . . and it continued still to fall under Islam,
because the effiect of Mohammed’s legislation in favor of women
was more than outweighed by the establishment of marriages
of dominion as the one legitimate type, and by the gradual
loosening of the principle that married women could count on
their own kin to stand by them against their husbands.”!

In ¢the time of ignorance’ writing was well known and
poetry flourished. Three accomplishments were coveted—elo-
quence, horsemanship and liberal hospitality. Orators were in
demand, and to maintain the standard and reward excellence
there were large assemblies as at Okatz. These lasted a whole
month and the tribes came long journeys to hear the orators
and poets as well as to engage in trade. , The learning of the
Arabs was chiefly confined to tribal history, astrology and the
interpretation of dreams; in these they made considerable
progress.

According to Moslem tradition the science of writing was
not known in Mecca until introduced by Harb, Father of Abu
Scofian, the great opponent of Mohammed, about A. p. 560.
But this is evidently an error, for close intercourse existed long
before this between Mecca and Sana the capital of Yemen
where writing was well known ; and in another tradition Abdel
Muttalib issaid to have w7 itzen to Medina for help inhis younger
days, ¢ e., about 520 A. . Both Jews and Christians also
dwelt in the vicinity of Mecca for two hundred years before
the Hegira and used some form of writing. For writing mate-
rials they had abundance of reeds and palmleaves as well as

! Smith’s « Kinship an’d Marriage in Early Arabia,” pp. 100, 104.
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the flat, smooth shoulder-bones of sheep. The seven poems
are said to have been written in gold on Egyptian silk and
suspended in the Kaaba.

In the earlier part of his mission Mohammed despised the
poets for the good reason that some, among them a poetess,
wrote satirical verses about him. The Koran says ¢ those who
go astray follow the poets.’” (Surah 26: 224) and a more
vigorous though less elegant denouncement is recorded in the
traditions (Mishkat Bk. 22, ch. 10): ‘A belly full of puru-
lent matter is better than a belly full of poetry.” When two
of the heathen poets, Labid and Hassan embraced Islam, the
prophet became more lenient, and is reported to have said
¢¢poetry is a kind of composition which if it is good, it is good,
and if it is bad, it is bad!”

Concerning the religion of the heathen Arabs the Moham-
medan writer Ash-Shahristani says: ¢ The Arabs of pre-islamic
times may, with reference to religion be divided into various
classes. Some of them denied the Creator, the resurrection
and men'’s return to God, and asserted that Nature possesses in
itself the power of bestowing life, but that Time destroys.
Others believed in a Creator and a creation produced by Him
out of nothing but yet denied the resurrection. Others be-
lieved in a Creator and a creation but denied God's prophets
and worshipped false gods concerning whom they believed that
in the next world they would become mediators between them-
selves and God. For these deities they undertook pilgrimages,
they brought offerings to them, offered them sacrifices and ap-
proached them with rites and ceremonies. Some things they
held to be Divinely permitted, others to be prohibited. This
was the religion of the majority of the Arabs.’’ This is re-
markable evidence for a Mohammedan who would naturally be
inclined to take an unfavorable view. But his absolute silence
regarding the Jews and Christians of Arabia is suggestive.

When the Arabian tribes lost their earliest monotheism (the
religion of Job and their patriarchs) they first of all adopted
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Sabeanism or the worship of the hosts of heaven. A proof of
this is their ancient practice of making circuits around the
shrines of their gods as well as their skill in astrology. Very
soon however the star-worship became greatly corrupted and

_other deities, superstitions and practices were introduced. An-

cient Arabia was a refuge for all sorts of religious-fugitives ; and
each band added something to the national stock of religious
ideas. The Zoroastrians came to East Arabia ; the Jews set-
tled at Kheibar, Medina, and in Yemen ; Christians of many
sects lived in the north and in the highlands of Yemen. For
all pagan Arabia Mecca was the centre many centuries before
Mohammed. Here stood the Kaaba, the Arabian Pantheon,
with its three hundred and sixty idols, one for each day in the
year. Here the tribes of Hejaz met in annual pilgrimage to
rub themselves on the Black Stone, to circumambulate the Beit
Allah or Bethel of their creed and to hang portions of their
garments on the sacred trees. At Nejran a sacred date-palm
was the centre of pilgrimage. Everywhere in Arabia there
were sacred stones or stone-heaps where the Arab devotees
congregated to obtain special blessings. The belief in jinn or
genii was well-nigh universal, but there was a distinction be-
tween them and gods. The gods have individuality while the
jinn have not; the gods are worshipped, the jinn are only
feared ; the god has one form ; the jinn appear in many. All
that the Moslem world believes in regard to jinn is wholly bor-
rowed from Arabjan heathenism and those who haveread the
Arabian Nights know what a large place they hold in the every-
day life of Moslems.

The Arabs were always superstitious, and legends of all sorts
cluster around every weird desert rock, gnarled tree or inter-
mittent fountain in Arabia. The early Arabs therefore marked
off such sacred territory by pillars or cairns and considered
many things such as shedding of blood, cutting of trees, killing
game, etc., forbidden within the enclosure. This is the origin
of the Haramain or sacred territory around Mecca and Medina.
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Sacrifices were common, but not by fire. The blood of the
offering was smeared over the rude stone altars and the flesh
was eaten by the worshipper. First fruits were given to the
gods and libations were poured out; a hair-offering formed a
part of the ancient pilgrimage ; this also is imitated to-day.

W. Robertson Smith tries to prove that fozemism was the
earliest form of Arabian idolatry and that each tribe had its
sacred animal. The strongest argument for this is the un-
doubted fact that many of the tribal names were taken from
animals and that certain animals were regarded as sacred in
parts of Arabia. The theory is too far-reaching to be adopted
at haphazard and the author’s ideas of the significance of
animal sacrifice are not in accord with the teaching of Scrip-
ture. It is however interesting to know that the same author-
ity thinks the Arabian tribal marks or wasms were originally
totem-marks and must have been tattooed on the body even as
they are now used to mark property. The washm of the idol-
atrous Arabs seems related to their wasms and was a kind of
tattooing of the hands, arms and gums. It was forbidden by
Mohammed but is stillwidely prevalent in North Arabia among
the Bedouin women.

Covenants of blood and of salt are also very ancient Semitic
institutions and prevailed all over Arabia. The form of the
oath was various. At Mecca the parties dipped their hands in
a pan of blood and tasted the contents ; in other places they
opened a vein and mixed their fresh blood ; again they would
each draw the others’ blood and smear it on seven stones set up
in the midst. The later Arabs substituted the blood of a sheep
or of a camel for human blood.

The principal idols of Arabia were the following; ten of
them are mentioned by name in the Koran.

Hubal was in the form of a man and came from Syria; he was the god
of rain and had & high place of honor.

JVadd was the god of the firmament.

Snwak, in the form of a woman, was said to be from antediluvian titnes,
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Yeghuth had the shape of a lion.

Ya'ook was in the form of a horse, and was worshipped in Yemen,
Bronze images of this idol are found in ancient tombs.

MNasr was the eagle-god,

£E! Ussa, identified by some scholars with Venus, was worshipped at
times under the form of an acacia tree.

Allat was the chief idol of the tribe of Thakif at Taif who tried to
compromise with Mohammed to accept Islam if he would not destroy
their god for three years. The name appears to be the feminine of Allah,

MM anat was a huge stone worshipped as an altar by several tribes.

Duwar was the virgin’s idol and young women used to go around it in
procession; hence its name.

Jsaf and Naila stood near Mecca on the hills of Safa and Mirwa; the
visitation of these popular shrines is now a part of the Moslem pilgrimage.

Habkab was a large stone on which camels were slaughtered.

Beside these there were numerous other gods whose names
have been utterly lost and yet who each had a place in the
Pantheon at Mecca. Above all these was the supreme deity
whom they called 8 6eé¢, the God, or Allak. This name
occurs several times in the ancient pre-islamic poems and proves
that the Arahs knew the one true God by name even in the
“time of ignorance.” To Him they also made offerings
though not of the first and best; in His name covenants were
sealed and the holiest oaths were sworn. Enemy of A/ak was
the strongest term of opprobrium among the Arabs then as it is
to-day. Wellhausen says, ‘ In worship 4Za% had thelast place,
those gods being preferred who represented the interests of a
particular circle and fulfilled the private desires of their wor-
shippers. Neither the fear of 4//a4 nor their reverence for the
gods had much influence. The chief practical consequence of
the great feasts was the observance of a truce in the holy
months ; and this in time had become mainly an affair of pure
practical convenience. In general the disposition of the heathen
Arahs, if it is at all truly reflected in their poetry, was profane
in an unusual degree. The ancient inhabitants of Mecca prac-
ticed piety essentially as a trade, just as they do now; their
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trade depended on the feast and its fair on the inviolability of
the Haram and on the truce of the holy months.”

There is no doubt that at the time of Mohammed'’s appear-
ance the old national idolatry had degenerated. Many of the
idols had no believers or worshippers. Sabeanism had also
disappeared except in the north of Arabia; although it always
left its influence which is evident not only in the Koran but in
the superstitious practices of the modern Bedouins. Gross
fetishism was the creed of many. One of Mohammed's con-
temporaries said, ¢ When they found a fine stone they adored
it, or, failing that, milked a camel over a heap of sand and
worshipped that.”” The better classes at Mecca and Medina
had ceased to believe anything at all. The forms of religion
¢ were kept up rather for political and commercial reasons than
as a matter of faith or conviction.” !

Add to all this the silent but strong influence of the Jews
and Christians who were in constant contact with these idolaters
and we have the explanation of the Hazmfs. These Hanifs
were a small number of Arabs who worshipped only 4Zah, re-
jected polytheism, sought freedom from sin and resignation to
God’s will. There were Hanifs at Taif, Mecca and Medina.
They were in fact seekers of truth, weary of the old idolatry
and the prevalent hollow hypocrisy of the Arabs. The earliest
Hanifs of whom we hear, were Waraka, the cousin of the
prophet Mohammed, and Zeid bin Amr, surnamed the Inquirer.
Mohammed at first also adopted this title of Hanif to express
the faith of Abraham but soon after changed it to Moslem.

It is only a step from Hanifism to Islam. Primary mono-
theism, Sabeanism, idolatry, fetishism, Hanifism, and then the
prophet with the sword to bring everything back to monotheism
—monotheism, as modified by his own needs and character and
compromises. The time of ignorance was a time of chaos.
Everything was ready for one who could take in the whole sit-
uation, social, political and religious and form a cosmos. That
man was Mohammed.

1 Palmer’s Introductien to the Koran, p. xv.

XVII

ISLAM IN ITS CRADLE—THE MOSLEM'S GOD'

« Islam was born in the desert, with Arab Sabeanism for its mother and
Judaism for its father; its foster-nurse was Eastern Christianity.”—ZEdwin
Arnold,

“ A Prophet without miracles ; a faith without mysteries; and a2 moral
ity without love; which has encouraged a thirst for blood, and which be-
gan and ended in the most unbounded sensuality.”—Schlegel’s Philosophy
of History.

“« As we conceive God, we conceive the universe; a being incapable of
loving is incapable of being loved.”—Principal Fairbairn.

IBRARIES have been written, not only in Arabic and
Persian, but in all the languages of Europe, on the ori-

gin, character and history of Islam, the Koran and Mohammed.
Views differ “as far as the east is from the west ” and as far
as Bosworth Smith is from Prideaux. The earlier European
writers did not hesitate to call Mohammed a false prophet and
his system a clever imposture; some went further and attrib-
uted even satanic agency to the success of Islam and to the
words of the prophet. Carlyle, in his ¢ Heroes and Hero-
worship,”’ set the pendulum swinging to the other side so far
that his chapter on the Hero-prophet is published as a leaflet
by the Mohammedan Missionary Society of Lahore. So little
did Carlyle understand the true nature of Islam that he calls it
““a kind of Christianity.”” What Carlyle said was only the
beginning of a series of apologies and panegyrics which ap-
peared soon after and placed Mohammed not only on the ped-
1In the order of time, and to fully grasp the extent of Christian ideas
prevalent in Arabia the chapter on Early Christianity in Arabia should
precede this chapter on Islam ; but logically that chapter belongs with the

other chapters on mission-work. The same is true, in a measure, of the
chapter on the Sabeans.

169
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estal of a great reformer but ¢“a very prophet of G?d,”, making

Islam almost the ideal religion. Syeed Ameer Ali succeeds in.

his biography in eliminating every sensual, harsh and ignorant
trait from the character of the noted Meccan; and the recent
valuable book of T. W. Arnold, professor in Aligarh College,
India, attempts to prove most elaborately that Mohammedanism
was propagated without the sword.

In contrast to this read what Hugh Broughton quaintly wrote
in 1662 : ‘“ Now consider this, Moamed or Machumed, whom
God gave upto a blind mind, an Ishmaelite, being a poor man
till he married a widow; wealthy then and of high counte-
nance, having the falling sickness and being tormented by the
devil, whereby the widow was sorry that she matched with
him. He persuaded her by himself and others that his fits
were but a trance wherein he talked with the angel Gabriel. So
in time ‘the impostor was reputed a prophet of God and from
Judaism, Arius, Nestorius and his own brain he frameth a
doctrine.”” In our day, the critical labors of scholars like
Sprenger, Weil, Muir, Koelle and others have given us a
more correct idea of Mohammed’s life and character. The
pendulum is still swinging but will come to rest between the
two extremes,

We have not space to give the story of Mohammed’s life or
of the religion which he founded. An analysis of the religion
has been attempted by means of two diagrams; one showing
its development from its creed and the other the philosophy of
its origin from outside sources.! The result of a century of
critical study by European and American scholars of évery
school of thought has certainly established the fact that Islam
is a composite religion. It is not an invention but a concoc-
tion ; there is nothing novel about it except the genius of Mo-
hammed in mixing old ingredients into a new panacea for
human ills and forcing it down by means of the sword. These

I See pp. 177, 178 for tables showing the Elements in Islam and the
source from which they were derived.
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heterogeneous elements of Islam were gathered in Arabia at a
time when many religions had penetrated the peninsula, and
the Kaaba was a Pantheon. Unless one has a knowledge of these
elements of ‘the time of ignorance,”” Islam is a problem.
Knowing, however, these heathen, Christian and Jewish factors,
Islam is seen to be a perfectly natural and understandable de-
velopment. Its heathen elements remain, to this day, perfectly
recognizable in spite of thirteen centuries of explanation by the
Moslem authorities. It is to the Jewish Rabbi Geiger that we
owe our first knowledge of the extent to which Islam is indebted
to the Jews and the Talmud. Rev. W. St. Clair Tisdall has
recently shown how Mohammed borrowed even from the
Zoroastrians and Sabeans, while as to the amount of Christian
teaching in Islam, the Koran and its commentators are evidence.

Thereis a remarkable verse in the twenty-second chapter of
the Koran, in which Mohammed seems to enumerat€ all the
sources that were accessible to him in forming his new religion ;
and at that time he seems to have been in doubt as to which
was the most trustworthy source.  The verse reads as follows :
“They who believe and the Jews and the Sabeans and the
Christians and the Magians (Zoroastrians) and those who join
other gods to God, verily God shall dedde between them on the
day of Resurrection.”’ -

Tue Gop oF Isam.  Gibbon characterizes the first part of
the Moslem’s creed as ¢“ an eternal truth "—(¢¢ thereisno god
but God "’) ; but very much depends on the character of the
God, who is affirmed to displace all other gods. If 4//a/’s at-
tributes are unworthy of deity then even the first clause of the
briefest of all creeds, isfalse. There has been a strange neglect
to study the Moslem idea of God and nearly all writers take for
granted that the God of the Koran is the same being and has
like attributes as Jehovah or the Godhead of the New Testament.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

First of all the Mohammedan conception of Allah is purely
negative. God is unique and has no relations to any creature
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that partake of resemblance. He cannot be defined in terms
other than negative. As the popular song has it,

¢ Kullz ma yukhtaru §§ balik
Fa rabbuna mukhalifun ’an thalik "1

Absolute sovereignty and ruthless omnipotence are his chief
attributes while his character is impersonal—that of a monad.
Among the ninety-nine beautiful names of God, which Edwin
Arnold has used in his poem ¢Pearls of the Faith,” the ideas
of fatherhood, love, impartial justice and unselfishness are ab-
sent. The Christian truth ¢ God is love” is to the learned,
blasphemy and to the ignorant an enigma. = Palgrave, who cer-
tainly was not biased against the religion of Arabia and who
lived with the Arabs for long months, calls the theology of Islam
“ the pantheism of force.” No one has ever given a better ac-
count of Afllak, a more faithful portrait of Mohammed’s con-
ception of deity than Palgrave. Every word of his description
tallies with statements which one can hear daily from pious
Moslems. Yet no one who reads what we quote in all i% full-
ness. will recognize here the God whom David addresses in the
Psalms or who became incarnate at Bethlehem and suffered on
Calvary. This is Palgrave’s statement:

¢ There is no god but God—are words simply tantamount in
English to the negation of any deity save one alone; and thus
much they certainly mean in Arabic, but they imply much
more also. Their full sense is, not only to deny absolutely and
unreservedly all plurality, whether of nature or of person, in
the Supreme Being, not only to establish the unity of the Un-
begetting and Unbegot, in all its simple and uncommunicable
Oneness, but besides this the words, in Arabic and among
Arabs, imply that this one Supreme Being is also the only
Agent, the only Force, the only Act existing throughout the
universe, and leave to all beings else, matter or spirit, instinct
or intelligence, physical or moral, nothing but pure, uncon-

I'Whatever idea your mind can conceive, God is the reverse of it.
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ditional passiveness, alike in movement or in quiescence, in ac-
tion or in capacity. The sole power, the sole motor, move-
ment, energy, and deed is God; the rest is downright inertia
and mere instrumentality, from the highest archangel down to
the simplest atom of creation. Hence, in this one sentence,
¢La Ilah illa Allah,’ is summed up a system which, for want
of a better name, I may be permitted to call the Pantheism of
Force, or of Act, thus exclusively assigned to God, who absorbs
it all, exercises it all, and to whom alone it can be ascribed,
whether for preserving or for destroying, for relative evil or for
equally relative good.. I say ¢relative,” because it is clear that
in such a theology no place is left for absolute good or evil,
reason or extravagance; all is abridged in the autocratic will
of the one great Agent: ¢sic volo, sic jubeo, stet pro ratione
voluntas’; or, more significantly still, in Arabic, ¢Kema
yesha’o,’ ¢as he wills it,” to quote the constantly recurring ex-
pression of the Koran.

¢ Thus immeasurably and eternally exalted above, and dis-
similar from, all creatures, which lie levelled before him on one
common plane of instrumentality and inertness, God is one in
the totality of omnipotent and omnipresent action, which
acknowledges no rule, standard, or limit save his own sole and
absolute will. He communicates nothing to his creatures, for
their seeming power and act ever remain his alone, and in return
he receives nothing from them ; for whatever they may be, that
they are in him, by him, and from him only. And secondly,
no superiority, no distinction, no preéminence, can be lawfully
claimed by one creature over its fellow, in the utter equalization
of their unexceptional servitude and abasement; all are alike
tools of the one solitary Force which employs them to crush or to
benefit, to truth or to error, to honor or shame, to happiness, or
misery, quite independently of their individual fitness, deserts, or
advantage, and simply because he wills it, and as he wills it.

¢ One might at first think that this tremendous autocrat, this
uncontrolled and unsympathizing power, would be far above
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anything like passions, desires or inclinations. Yet such is not |

the case, for he has with respect to his creatures one main feel-
ing and source of action, namely, jealousy of them lest they
should perchance attribute to themselves something of what is
his alone, and thus encroach on his all-engrossing kingdom.
Hence he is ever more prone to punish than to reward, to in-
flict than to bestow pleasure, to ruin than to build.

«It is his singular satisfaction to let created beings contin-
ually feel that they are nothing else than his slaves, his tools,
and contemptible tools also, that thus they may the better ac-
knowledge his superiority, and know his power to be above
their power, his cunning above their cunning, his will above
their will, his pride above their pride; or rather, that there is
no power, cunning, will, or pride save his own.

« But he himself, sterile in his inaccessible height, neither
loving nor enjoying aught save his own and self-measured decree,
without son, companion, or counsellor, is no less barren for
himself than for his creatures, and his own barrenness and
lone egoism in himself as the cause and rule of his indifferent
and unregarding despotism around. The first note is the key
of the whole tune, and the primal idea of God runs through
and modifies the whole system and creed that centres in him.

«That the notion here given of the Deity, monstrous and
blasphemous as it may appear, is exactly and literally that
which the Koran conveys, or intends to convey, I at present
take for granted. But that it indeed is so, no one who has
attentively perused and thought over the Arabic text (for mere
cursory reading, especially in a translation, will not suffice) can
hesitate to allow. In fact, every phrase of the preceding sen-
tences, every touch in this odious portrait’ has been taken, to
the best of my ability, word for word, or at least meaning for
meaning from the ¢Book’ the truest mirror of the mind and
scope of its writer. And that such was in reality Mahomet'’s
mind and idea is fully confirmed by the witness-tongue of con-
temporary tradition.”
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The Koran  shows that Mohammed had in a measure a cor-
rect knowledge of the physica/ attributes of God but an ab-
solutely false conception of his mora/ attributes. This was
perfectly natural because Mohammed had no idea of the nature
of sin—moral evil—or of holiness—moral perfection.

The Imam El Ghazzali a famous scholastic divine of the
Moslems says of God: ¢ He is not a body endued with form
nor a substance circumscribed with limits or determined by
measure. Neither does He resemble bodies, as they are capa-
ble of being measured or divided. Neither is He a substance
nor do substances exist in Him ; neither is He an accident nor
do accidents exist in Him. Neither is He like to anything
that exists ; neither is anything like to Him ; nor is He deter-
minate in quantity nor comprehended by bounds nor circum-
scribed by the differences of situation nor contained in the
heavens. . . . His nearness is not like the nearness of
bodies nor is His essence like the essence of bodies. Neither
doth He exist in anything ; neither does anything exist in Him.”’
God’s will is absolute and alone; the predestination of every-
thing and everybody to good or ill according to the caprice of
sovereignty. For there is no Fatherhood and no purpose of
redemption to soften the doctrine of the decrees. Hell must
be filled and so Allah creates infidels. The statements of the
Koran on this doctrine are coarse and of tradition, blasphe-
mous. Islam reduces God to the category of the will; He is
a despot, an Oriental despot, and as the moraellaw is not em-
phasized He is not bound by any standard of justice. Wor-
ship of the creature is heinous to the Moslem mind, and yet
Allah punished Satan for not being willing to worship Adam.
(Koran ii. 28-31.) Allah is merciful in winking at the sins of
the prophet but is the avenger of all unbelievers in him.

¢ A God-machine, a unit-cause
Vast, inaccessible
Who doles out mercy, breaks His laws
And compromises ill.
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+ By Abu Jaafer,

he doctrine of the twelve IMmamMs—beginning with A5 who interpret I. and II.

rr. InGod (Moslems believe that 104 ““books’’ were sent from I
of the essence, Allak heaven in the following order : -
1. His £ th (the babsolute unst) Angel gglngels '250 Qdﬁmﬁtten books
names | of the attributes,— 3. Angels{ jinn eth— [ h ly lost.
nenety-nine names devils | “ Enoch—thirty « (- these are utterly lost,
il 1« Abraham—tex «
The physical | 3. Books: « Moses—the TorAH ) Theseare highly spoken of in the Koranbut are now
emphasized ¢ David—the ZABOOR ¢ in corrupted condition and have been abrogated by
3. His above the . 4. Last Day. « {:sus—the InytL the final book.
attributes moral. A, Faith: J (Judgment.) | *“ Mobammed—the KoRAN { eternal in origin: complete and miraculous in
Deification of character; supreme in beauty and authority.
absolute force. (Whl?;v(eo) be- s. Predestination gda:l-" lghosehn of f(}é)d;
. oah—** Preacher of God **
Expressed by a «Iman?” A. Tbe ) Abraham—* Friend of God” Enoch, Hud, Salih,
3. His series of Greater:) Moses—* Spokesman of God*” of God.”” | Ishmael, Isaac,
nature negations 6. Prophets: {;sus—called ““Word of God” and * Spirit | Jacob, Joseph, Lot,
“ He is not.” OHAMMED, (who has 20t names and titles) gall;on, %hum:‘b,
‘ 7. Resureection | B, The Les: 3, thse there bave been thougands  huvid"omor,
- L = € | E ias, Job, Jonah,
L By the KORAN [ Repetition of Créed ', pyricarion { ashing various part of the body | Kars; Cukinin,
(Wahi El Matlu) B. Practice: |, p,,,, (five times facing the kiblah(Mecca) | Alexander the Great,
(what todo) d{ily) including :< 2. Posture(prostrations) { prostrations Elisha.
Revelation, rbal, and
hiche ‘L s v: 4 fold «Din» 13 Fasting (month of Declarat'n { genuflections
(\r cl ctleac is the two! Ramadhan) 3. Petition { the Fatihah or first Surah
emands of Islam \— [2he five 4. Alms_giving (about Praise and Confession—the Salaam.
[The BOOk] pillars]) P“!-40 of income.) ﬁeﬁra (incumibent) b . 1 l)e(ucl'llari A. H. :gﬁ:
L Ls. grimage . . . edina (meritorious. ut vol unt.ary) 2. Mus 1:m “ 261
411 ByTRADITION r R . Kerbela, Meshed Ali, etc., (Shiahs . 3. Tirmizi “ 279%
. 1. Records of what Mohammed dsd erbally handed [ A. The Sunnite Traditons:) 4. Abu Daood ¢ 275*%
(Wahi gheir Maﬁu) (Sunnat-el-fa’ii) (example) down from [ (collected and recorded by the | 3 An-Nasace * 3‘7’3"
R ; { 2 Records of what Mohammed en joined { mouth to mouth following six authorities) 6. Ibn Majah * a273*
evelation by example of (Sunnat.el-kaul) (precept) [and finally s/fted . e 1. Kafi A. H, 329
the perfiect prophet 3. Records of what Mohammed af/owed | and recorded by | B. The Shiah Traditions: 2. Sheikh Ali “ 38t
[The Man] (Sunnat-el-takrir) (license) both sects : (five authorities) 3. ‘“ Tahzib" ¢ 466¢
r I)yMA’A or unanimous consent of the leading companions of | 4. ** Istibsar” ¢« 466¢
HI Other A thor'lty a. Among the Sunm'tes:{rx N}[lohﬁmglned conce}-nin Ia hers £ 1 si:lAf-Rui “ 406
" u ' 1vaAs or the deductions of orthodox teachers from sourcesI. an .
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boy, named Mokammed, at Mecca.
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ed to that of the Almighty, was

called out from tem thousand mosques five times daily, from
The weakness of Oriental Chris-
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What is the explanation of this marvel of history? Many
theories have been laid down and the true explanation is prob-

the name of this Arab lad,
Muscat to Morocco, and his new rel
thing before it in three continents.

ably the sum of all of them.
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ANALYSIS OF THE BORROWED ELEMENTS OF ISLAM.

I. From HEATHENISM

(As existing in Mecca or prevalent
in other parts of Arabia.)

II. From JUDAISM

(The Old Testament but more especially
the T'almud as the source of Jewish
ideas prevalent in Arabia just

before Mohammed.) i

.JII. From CHRISTIANITY

(Corrupt form, as found in the 4
apocryphal gospels.)

“Gospel of Barnadas.

L

a, Sabeanism :

b. Arabian Idolatry :

¢. Zoroastrianism.
d. Buddhism:

Theuse of the rosary.
(See Hughes’ Dict. of Islam.)

A, Ideas and Doctrines :4

(According to the divisions
of Rabbi Gelger.)

{Aslrologica] superstitions, e, ., that meteorites are cast at the devil.

Oaths by the stars and planets. éSurahs 56, 53, etc.)
Circumambulation of Kaaba—and, perhaps, the Junar calendar,
[Allah (as name of supreme deity), used in old poets and worshipped by

Mecca—centre of religious pilgrimage—The black-stone, etc. [Hanifs.
Pilgrimage—sn every detasl: dress, hair offerings, casting stones, sacrifice,
Polygamy, slavery, easy divorce, and social laws generally, [running.

Ceremonial cleanliness, forbidden foods, csrcumcision.
Cosmogony—The diff erent stores of the earth., Bridge over hell,

-| Paradise—Its character—the kouris==pairikas of Avesta.

Doctrine of /inn and their various kinds. Exorcism of jinn (Surah 113, 114).
I. Words that {and are not Arabic but Hebrew.) aboot (ark) : Torak
g r: resent aw; Eden; Gehinnom; Rabbi, Abdar—teacher; Sakinat=
Jewp'sh ideas Shekinah ; T'aghoot (used hundreds of times in Koran)=
sh1 B etrror ; gu’;kan, etc., etc., etc.
nity of God.
Resurréfc-tion.
Seven hells and seven heavens,

2. Doctrinal
views. iFinn] judgment, Signs of last day.
' Gogand Magog.
3. Moral and (Prayer. Its time, posture, direction, etc, with water
Ceremonial { Laws regarding impurity of body. Washing or
laws. “ o urification of women, etc. with sand,

. y . § Use of “ inshallah*’ ; age of discretion corresponds to
4. Viewsof life: § “'p 19, [Talmud.
rAdam, Cain, Enoch; the fabulous things in the Koran are sdentical with
Noah—the flood—Eber (Hud)—Isaac,—Ishmael—Joseph. Cf. Koran with
Talmud, [Talmud.)

B. Stories and Legends:
(According toRabbi Geiger.)

f:. Reverence for New Testament—Injil--(Zacharias, John, Gabriel),
2. Respect for religious teachers ; the Koran references to priests and monks.
3. Jesus Chiist—His names—Word of God, Spirit of God, etc.—Puerile miraclesi;qy exceptGo

—Denjal of crucsifixion.
4. The Vligin—Her sinlessnes:
5. Wrong ideas of the T'rinity

6. Christian legends as of ““Seven Sleepers,” ** Alexander of the horns,” ¢ Lok-|j »»._Tyg K

. A fast month. Ramadhan
g. Alms<giving as an essential

Abraham—His idolatry-~Nimrod's oven—Pharao—the calf—(taken from

Moses—The fables related of him and Aaron are old Jewish tales.

Jeth{:of (%hlilliba ; Saul (Taloot) ; Goliath (Jiloot), and Solomon especially.
almud.

*¢ The Koran could not
have been comgos_ed by

(Basilidians, etc.) [meaning ““ pure ones.”’ 1wil] ¢
s—and theapostles—* hawari ”’ an AbYssinian word ,‘:Vyl llA:sev);esragﬂ}:le ft(l)'t'egre:
. Asheld by Arabjan heretical sects. fore a chapter like unto

ORAN.
(Surah Yunas,)

to imitate lent. [man *(=Esop.)

part of true worship.
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the chief place in the coming conflict of Arabia against the
Roman and Persian oppressors.

Next came the religious factor. The times were ripe for re-
ligious leadership and Mecca was already the centre of a new
movement. The Hanifs had rejected the old idolatry and en-
tertained the hope that a prophet would arise from among
them.! There was material of all sorts at hand to firrnish the
platform of a new faith; it only required the builder’s eye to
call cosmos out of chaos. To succeed in doing this it would be
necessary to reject material also; a comprehensive religion and
a compromising religion, so as to suit Jew and Christian and
idolater alike.

Then there was the family factor, or, in other words, the
aristocratic standing of Mohammed. He was not a mere
«“camel-driver.” The Koreish were the ruling clan of Mecca ;
Mecca was even then the centre for all Arabia; and Moham-
med’s grandfather, Abd el Muttalib, was the most influential
and powerful man of that aristocratic city. The pet-child of
Abd el Muttalib was the orphan boy Mohammed. Until his
eighth year he was under the shelter and favor of this chief
man of the Koreish. He learned what it was to be lordly and
to exercise power, and never forgot it. The man, his wife and
his training were the determinative factors in the character of
Mohammed. The ruling factor was the mind and genius of
the man himself. Of attractive personal qualities, beautiful
countenance, and accomplished in business, he first won the
attention and then the heart of -a very wealthy widow, Khadi-
jah. Koelle tells us that she was ¢ evidently an Arab lady of
a strong mind and mature experience who maintained a de-
cided ascendency over her husband, and managed him with
great wisdom and firmness. This appears from nothing more
strikingly, than from the very remarkable fact that she suc-
ceeded in keeping him from marrying any other wife as long
as she lived, though at her death, when he had long ceased to

1 Koelle’s Mohammed, p. 27.

- ) -
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be a young man he indulged without restraint in the multipli-
cation of wives. But as Khadijah herself was favorably dis-
posed toward Hanifism, it is highly probable that she exercised
her commanding influence over her husband in such a manner
as to promote and strengthen- his own attachment to the re-
formatory sect of monotheists.’’

Mohammed married this woman when he had reached his
twenty-fifth year. At the age of forty he began to have his
revelations and to preach his new religion. His first convert,
naturally perhaps, was his wife ; then Ali and Zeid his two
adopted children; then his friend, the prosperous merchant,
Abu-Bekr. Such was the nucleus for the new faith.

Mohammed is described in tradition as a man above middle
height, of spare figure, commanding presence, massive head,
noble brow, and jet-black hair. His eyes were piercing. He
had a long bushy beard. Decision marked his every move-
ment and he always walked rapidly. Writers seem to agree
that he had the genius to command and expected obedience
from equals as well as inferiors. James Freeman Clarke says
that to him more than to any other of whom history makes
mention was given

« The monarch mind, the mystery of commanding,
The birth-hour gift, the art Napoleon
Of wielding, moulding, gathering, welding, banding
The hearts of thousands till they moved as one.”

As to the moral character o&Mohammed there is great di-
versity of opinion and the conclusions of different scholars can-
not be easily reconciled. Muir, Dods, Badger, and others
claim that he was at first sincere and upright, himself believing
in his so-called revelations, but that afterward, intoxicated by
success, he used the dignity of his prophetship for personal
ends and was conscious of deceiving the people in some of his
later revelations. Bosworth Smith and his like, maintain that
he was “a very Prophet of God’’ all through his life and that
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the sins and faults-of his later years are only specks on the sun
of his ‘glory. Older writers, with whom I agree, saw in Mo-
hammed only the skill of a clever impostor from the day of his
first message to the day of his death. Koelle, whose book is a
mine of accurate scholarship and whose experience of many
_ years mission-work in Moslem lands qualifies him for a sober
judgment, sees no striking contrast between the earlier and
later part of Mohammed’s life that cannot be easily explained
by the influence of Khadijah. He was semper idem, an am-
bitious enthusiast choosing different means for the same end
and never very particular. as to the character of the means used.

Aside from the question of Mohammed’s sincerity no one
can apologize for his moral character if judged according to
.the law of his time, the law he himself professed to reveal or
the law of the New Testament. By the New Testament law
of Jesus Christ, who was the last prophet before Mohammed
and whom Mohammed acknowledged as the Word of God, the
Arabian prophet stands selfcondemned. The most cursory
examination of his biography proves that he broke repeatedly
every sacred precept of the Sermon on the Mount. And the
Koran itself proves that the Spirit of Jesus was entirely absent
from the mind of Mohammed. The Arabs among whom Mo-
hammed was born and grew to manhood also had a law,
although they were idolaters, slave-holders and polygamists.
Even the robbers of the desert who, like Mohammed, laid in
wait for caravans, had a code of honor. Three flagrant
breaches of this code stain the character of Mohammed.! It
was quite lawful to marry a captive woman whose relatives had
been slain in battle, but not until three months after their death.
Mohammed only waited three days in the case of the Jewess
Safia. It was lawful to rob merchants but not pilgrims on their
way to Mecca. Mohammed broke this old law and “revealed
a verse’’ to justify his conduct. Even in the ¢ Time of Ig-

1See an article on « Mohammedanism and Christianity.”—Dr. Robert
Bruce, 7%e Christian Intelligencer (New York) April, 1894.
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norance” it was incest to marry the wife of an adopted son
even after his decease. The prophet Mohammed fell in love
with the lawful wife of his adopted son Zeid, prevailed on him
to divorce her and then married her immediately ; for this also
he had a ¢ special revelation.”” But Mohammed was not only
guilty of breaking the old Arab laws and coming infinitely
short of the law of Christ, he never even kept the laws of
which he claimed to be the divinely appointed meditim and
custodian. When Khadijah died he found his own law, lax as
it was, insufficient to restrain his lusts. His followers were to
be content with four lawful wives; he indulged in ten and en-
tered into negotiations for matrimony with thirty others.

It is impossible to form a just estimate of the character of
Mohammed unless we know somewhat of his relations with
women. This subject however is of necessity shrouded from
decent contemplation by the superabounding brutality and
filthiness of its character. A recent writer in a missionary
magazine touching on this subject says, ‘¢ We must pass the
matter over, simply noting that there are depths of filth in the
Prophet’s character which may assort well enough with the de-
praved sensuality of the bulk of his followers . . . but
which are simply loathsome in the eyes of all over whom
Christianity in any measure or degree has influence.” We
have no inclination to lift the veil that in most English biog-
raphies covers the family-life of the prophet of Arabia. But it
is only fair to remark that these love-adventures and the dis-
gusting details of his married life form a large part of the
“lives of the prophet of God’’ which are the fireside literature
of educated Moslems.

Concerning the career of Mohammed after the Hegira, or
flight from Mecca (622 A. D.), a brief summary suffices to show
of what spirit he was. Under his orders and direction the
Moslems lay in wait for caravans and plundered them; the
first victories of Islam were the victories of highwaymen and
robbers. Asma, the poetess who assailed the character of Mo-
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hammed, was foully murdered in her sleep by Omeir, and Mo-
hammed praised him for the deed. Similarly Abu Afik, the
Jew, was killed at the request of Mohammed. The story of
the massacre of the Jewish captives is a dark stain also on the
character of the prophet whose mouth ever spoke of ¢ the
Merciful and Compassionate.’”” After the victory, trenches were
dug across the marketplace and one by one the male-captives
were beheaded on the brink of the trench and cast in it. The
butchery lasted all day and it needed torch-light to finish it.
After dark Mohammed solaced himself with Rihana a Jewish
captive girl, who refused marriage and Islam, but became his
bond-slave. It is no wonder that shortly after, Zeinab, who
had lost her father and brother in battle, tried to-avenge her
race by attempting to poison Mohammed.

In the seventh year of the Hegira Mohammed went to
Mecca and instituted for all time the Moslem pilgrimage. The
following year he again set out for Mecta at the head of an
army of 10,000 men and took the city without a - battle.
Other expeditions followed and up to the day, almost the hour,
of his death the prophet was planning conquests by the sword.
It is a bloody story from the year of the Hegira until the close
of the Caliphates. He who reads it in Muir's voltimes cannot
but feel the sad contrast between the early days of Islam and
the early days of Christianity. The germ of all swordcon-
guest must be sought in the life and book of Mohammed.
Both consecrate butchery in the service of Allah. The suc-
cessors of Mohammed were not less unmerciful than was the
prophet himself.

Thus far we have considered Mohammed from a critical
standpoint and have written facts. But the Mohammed of his-
tory and the Mohammed of the present day Moslem biogra-
phers are two different persons. Even in the Koran, Mohammed
is human and liable to error. Tradition hag changed all that.
He is now sinless and almost divine. The two hundred and
one names given him by pious believers proclaim his apotheosis.
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He is called Light of God, Peace of the World, Glory of the
Ages, First of all Creatures and names yet more lofty and
blasphemous. He is at once the sealer and concealor of all
former prophets and revelations. They have not only been
succeeded but also supplanted by Mohammed. No Moslem
prays Zo him, but every Moslem daily prays for him in endless
repetition. He is the only powerful intercessor on the day of
judgment. Every detail of his early life is surrounded with
fantastical miracles and marvels to prove his divine commission.
Even the evil in his life is attributed to divine permission or
command and so the very faults of his character are his end-
less glory and his sign of superiority. God favored him
above all creatures. He dwells in the highest heaven and is
several degrees above Jesus in honor and station. His name
is never uttered or written without the addition of a prayer.
«Ya Mohammed " is the open sesame to every door of diffi-
culty, temporal or spiritual. Onehears that name in the bazaar
and in the street, in the mosque and from the minaret. Sailors
sing it while raising their sails; Aammals groan it to raise a
burden ; the beggar howls it to obtain alms; it is the Bedouin’s
cry in attacking a caravan; it hushes babies to sleep as a cra-
dle song; it is the pillow of the sick and the last word of the
dying; it is written on the door-posts and in their hearts as
well as since eternity on the throne of God ; it is to the de-
vout Moslem the name above every name; grammarians can
tell you how its four letters are representative of all the sciences
and mysteries by their wonderful combination. The name of
Mohammed is the best to give a child and the best to swear by
for an end of all dispute in a close bargain. The exceeding
honor given to Mohammed's name by his followers is only o7e
indication of the place their prophet occupies in their system
and holds in their hearts. From the fullness of the heart the
mouth speaketh. Mohammed holds the keys of heaven and
hell. No Moslem, however bad his character, will perish
finally ; no unbeliever, however good his life, can be saved ex-
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cept through Mohammed. One has only to question the
Moslem masses or read a single volume of the traditions to
prove these statements.

Islam denies a mediator and an incarnation but the ¢ Story
of the Jew’ and similar tales put Mohammed in the place of
a mediator without an incarnation, without an atonement,
without holiness. Our Analysis of the Moslem creed shows
how all the later teaching which so exalted Mohammed was
present in the germ. ¢ ZLa ilaha illa Allak” is the theology,
“ Mohammed er rasool Aflah,”’ the complete Soteriology of
Islam. The logical necessity of a perfect mediator was at the
basis of the doctrine of Tradition. Islam has, it claims, a
perfect revelation in the letter of the Koran; -and a perfect ex-
ample in the life of Mohammed. The stream has not risen
higher than its sources.

Tre Book or IsLaM. When Mohammed Webb the lat-
est American champion of Islam spoke at the Chicago Par-
liament of religions in praise of the Koran and its teaching,
Rev. George E. Post, M. D., of Beirut deemed it a sufficient re-
ply to let the book speak for itself. He said: I hold in my
hand a book which is never touched by 200,000,000 of the
human race with unwashen hands, a book which is never car.
ried below the waist, a book which is never laid upon the floor,
a book every word of which to these 200,000,000 of the hu-
man race is considered the direct word of God which came
down from heaven. I propose without note or comment to
read to you a few words from the sacred book and you may
make your own comments upon them afterward.”  After
quoting several verses to show that Mohammed preached a re-
ligion of the sword and of polygamy, he added : ¢ There is
one chapter which I dare not stand before you, my sisters,
mothers and daughters, and read to you. I have not the face
to read it; nor would I like to read it even in a congregation
of men. It is the sixty-fourth chapter of the Koran.”

What sort of a book is this revelation of Mohammed of which
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‘parts are unfit to read before a Christian audience and which

yet is too holy to be touched by other than Moslem hands?
A book which the orthodox Moslem believes to be uncreated
and eternal, all-embracing and all-surpassing, miraculous in its
origin and contents. A book concerning which Mohammed
himself has said, ¢ If the Koran were wrapped in a skin and
thrown into the fire it would not burn.” Goethe described it
thus: ¢ However often we turn to it, at first disgusting us each
time afresh it soon attracts, astounds, and in the end enforces
our reverence. Its style in accordance with its contents and
aim is stern, grand, terrible—and ever and anon truly sublime,
Thus this book will go on exercising through all ages a most
potent influence.” And Noldeke writes, ¢“if it were not for
the exquisite flexibility and vigor of the Arabic language it-
self, which, however is to be attributed more to the age in
which the author lived than to his individuality, it would
scarcely be bearable to read the later portions of the Koran a
second time.” Goethe read only the translation ; and Néldeke
was master of the original. Itisashopelessto arrive at a unan-
imous verdict regarding the Koran as it is to reach an agree.
ment regarding Mohammed.

The book has fifty-five noble titles on the lips of its people
but is generally called #4¢ Koran or ¢ The Reading.” It has
one hundred and fourteen chapters, some of which are as long

-as the book of Genesis and others consisting of two or three

sentences only. The whole book is smaller than the New Tes-
tament, has no chronological order whatever and is without
logical sequence or climax. What strikes the reader first of all
is i jumbled character; every sort of fact and fancy, law and
legend is thrown together piecemeal. The four proposed
chronological arrangements, by Jorlal-ud-Din, Muir, Rodwell
and Noldeke are in utter disagreement. Only two of Moham-
med’s contemporaries are mentioned in the entire book and his

own name occurs only five times. The book is unintelligible

to the average Moslem without a commentary, and I defy any
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one else to read it through, without the aid of notes, and
understand a single chapter or even section.

We will not stop to consider the fabulous account which
Moslems give of the origin of the Koran and how the various
chapters were revealed. Altheugh Moslems claim that the
book was eternally perfect in form and preserved in heaven,
they are compelled to admit that it was revealed piece-meal
and at various times and places by Mohammed to his followers.
It was recorded in writing, after the rude Arab fashion, ¢‘on
palm-leaves and sheepbones and white stones’’ to some extent ;
but for the most part was preserved orally by constant repeti-
tion. Omar suggested to Abu-Bekr after the battle of Yemama
that since many of the Koran reciters were slain, it would be
the part of wisdom to put the book of God in permanent form.
The task was committed to Zaid, the chief amanuensis of Mo-
hammed and the resulting volume was entrusted to the care of
Hafsa, one of the widows of the prophet. Ten years later a
recension of the Koran was ordered by the Caliph Othman and
all previous copies were called in and burned. This recension
of Othman, sent to all the chief cities of the Moslem world,
has been faithfully handed down to the present. ¢ No other
book in the world has remained twelve centuries with so pure a
text.”” (Hughes.) The present variations in editions of the
Arabic Koran are numerous but none of them are, in any sense
important. The present Koran is the same book that Moham-
med professed to have received from God. Out of its own
mouth will we judge the book ; and we cannot judge the book
without judging the prophet.

We will speak later of the poetical beauties of the Koran
and of its literary character. We do not deny also that
there are in the Koran certain rhoral beauties, such as its
deep and fervent trust in the one God, its lofty descriptions
of His Almighty power and omnipresence, and its sententious
wisdom. The first chapter and the verse of the throne are
examples,
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“In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Praise be to God, Lord of all the worlds!

The Compassionate, the Merciful !

King on the Day of Judgment!

Thee do we worship, and to Thee do we cry for help!

Guide Thou us on the right path!

The path of those to whom Thou art gracious!

Not of those with whom Thou art angered, nor of those who go astray.”

“God! there is no God but He; the living, the Eternal
Slumber doth not overtake Him, neither sleep.
To Him belongeth whatsoever is in heaven and on the earth.
The preservation of both is no weariness unto Him.
He is the high, the mighty.”

The great bulk of the Koran is either legislative or legend-
ary; the book consists of laws and stories. The former
relate entirely to subjects which engrossed the Arabs of Mo-
hammed’s day—the laws of inheritance, the relation of the
sexes, the law of retaliation, etc.-—and this part of the book
has a local character. The stories on the other hand go back
to Adam and the patriarchs, take in several unknown Arabian
prophets or leaders, centre around Jesus Christ, Moses and
Solomon and do not venture beyond Jewish territory except to
mention Alexander the Great and Lukman (&sop.).

From the analytical tables it is not very difficult to see
whence the material for the Koran was selected. Rabbi
Geiger’s book, recently translated into English, will satisfy any
reader that Hughes is nearly right when he says, ¢ Moham-
medanism is simply Talmudic Judaism adapted to Arabia plus
the apostleship of Jesus and Mohammed.”” But itis Zalnudic
Judaism and not the Judaism of the Old Testament. For the
Koran is remarkable most of all not because of its contents but
because of its omissions. Not because of what it reveals but
for what it conceals of ¢ former revelations.”” The defects of
its teaching are many. It is full of historical errors and
blunders. It has monstrous fables. It teaches a false cos-
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polygamy, religious intolerance, the seclusion and degradation
of woman and pewifies social life. But all this is of minor
importance compared with the fact that the Koran professing
to be a revelation from God does not teach the way to recon-
ciliation with God and seems to ignore the first and great barrier
to such reconciliation, viz: siN. Of this the Old and New
Testaments are always' speaking. Sin and salvation are the
subject of which the Zvra% and the Zabdoor and the JrnyiZ (Law
Prophets and Psalms) are full. The Koran is silent or if not
absolutely silent, keeps this great question ever in the back-
ground.!

It is a commonplace of theology that ¢to form erroneous
conceptions of sin is to fall into still graver errors regarding the
way of salvation.”” Mohammed, as is evident from his whole
life, had no deep conviction of sin in himself; he was full of
selfrighteousness. His ideas, too, of God, were pkysical, not
moral; he saw God’s power, but never had a glimpse of His
holiness. And so we find that there is an inward unity binding
together the prophet and his book as to their real character in
the light of the gospel. With swuck ideas of God, suck a
prophet and szc/ a book, it is easy to understand why the Mo-
hammedan world became what it is to-day. These bare out-
lines of the system of Islam are all that are necessary to indi-
cate its nature and genus. Allah’s character as the revealer,

Mohammed’s character as the channel of the revelation, and

the revelation itself, show us Islam in its cradle.

1Even the sacred books of India and China and Ancient Egypt com-
pare more favorably with the Bible in this respect than does the Koran,
They teach the heinous character of sin, as sin, and do not deny the need
of a mediator or of propitiatory sacrifice but are full of both ideas.

mogony. It is full of superstitions. It perpetuates slavery,

XX
THE WAHABI RULERS AND REFORMERS

« Nothing is so easy to appreciate as true Christian commerce. Itisa
speaking argument, even to the lowest savage, fora gospel of truth and
love, and yet more to the races sophisticated by a false civilization.”—
Principal Cafrns.

THE history of the Arabian Peninsula has never yet been

written. Many books describe certain periods of its
history from the time of the earlier Arabian rulers, but there
is no volume that tells the story from the beginning in a way
worthy of the subject. It would be interesting to search out
the earliest records and trace the Himyarite dynasties to their
origin ; to learn the story of the Jewish immigrants who settled
in Medina, Mecca and Yemen even before the Christian Era;
to follow the Arabs in their conquests under the banner of the
prophet ; to watch the sudden rise of the Carmathians and fol-
low them in their career of destruction; to search the old li-
braries and rediscover the romantic story of the Portuguese,
the Dutch and the English in Arabian waters ;—but our space -
limits us to the story of the past century."

To understand the present political conditions and recent
history of Arabia, we must go back to the year 1765, which
marks the rise of the remarkable Wahabi movement, which was
at the bottom of all the political changes that the Peninsula has
seen since ‘that time. This movement was the renaissance of
Islam, even though itended in apparent disaster, and was polit-
ically a splendid fiasco. The Wahabi reform attracted the at-
tention of Turkey to Arabia; its influence was felt in India to

1For a Chronological table of Arabian history, from the earliest times
to the present, see Appendix.
191
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the extent of declaring a sikad or religious war against the gov-
ernment, and compelled England to study the situation and
send representatives to the very heart of Arabia.

Beginning with the Wahabi dynasty, the history of the past
century in Arabia centres in the rulers of Nejd and Oman, the
Turkish conquests and the English influence and occupation.
The strong independent government of Nejd under Ibn Rashid
and his successor, Abd-ul-Aziz, would have been an impossi-
bility except for the result of the Wahabi movement, in demon-
strating the weakness of Turkish rule. And it was for fear of
the Wahabi aggressions that Turkey strengthened her Arabian
possessions and invaded Hassa.

Mohammed bin Abd-ul-Wahab was born at Ayinah in Nejd,
in 1691. Carefully instructed by his father in the tenets of Is-
lam according to the school of Hambali, the strictest of the
four great sects.! Abd-ul-Wahab visited the schools of Mecca,
Busrah and Bagdad, to increase his learning. At Medina,
too, he absorbed the deepest learning of the Moslem divines
and soaked himself in the ¢ six correct books " of traditions.
In his travels he had observed the laxity of faith and practice

“which had crept in, especially among the Turks and the Arabs
of the large cities. He tried to distinguish between the essen-
tial elements of Islam and its later additions, some of which
seemed to him to savor of gross idolatry and worldliness.
What most offended the rigid monotheism of his philosophy
was the almost universal visitation of shrines, invocation of
saints and honor paid to the tomb of Mohammed. The use of
the rosary, of jewels, silk, gold, silver, wine and tobacco, were
all abominations to be eschewed. These were indications of
the great need for reform. The earlier teaching of the com-
panions of the prophet had been set aside or overlaid by later
teaching. Even the four orthodox schools had departed from
1 The four orthodox sects are called: Hanafis, Shafis, Malakis, and

Hambalis. The last was founded by Ibn Hambal at Bagdad, 780 A. D,
it is the least popular sect,
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the pure faith by allowing pilgrimage to Medina, by multiply-
ing festivals and philosophizing about the nature of Allah.
Therefore it was that Abd-ul-Wahab preached reform not only,
but proclaimed himself the’ leader of a new sect. His teach-
ing was based on the Koran and the early traditions.

This movement is chiefly distinguished from the orthodox
system in the following particulars :

1. The Wahabis reject Jjma or the agreement of later interpreters.

2. They offer no prayers to prophet, wali, or saint, nor visit their
tombs for that purpose.

3. They say Mohammed is 707 yez an intercessor; although at the last
day he will be.

4. They forbid women to visit the graves of the dead.

5. They allow only four festivals; Fitr, Asha, ’Ashura and Lailat E}
Mobarek.

6. They do not celebrate Mohammed's birth.

7. They use their knuckles for prayer-counting, and not rosaries.

8. They strictly forbid the use of silk, gold, silver ornaments, tobacco,
music, opium, and every luxury of the Orient, except perfume and
women.

9. They have anthropomorphic ideas of God by strictly literal inter-
pretation of the Koran texts about « His hand,” ¢sitting,” etc.

10. They believe jikad or religious war, is not out of date, but in-
umbent on the believer.

11. They condemn minarets, tombstones, and everything that was not
in use during the first years of Islam.

There is no doubt that Abd-ul-Wahab honestly tried to bring
about a reform and that in many of the points enumerated his
reform was strictly a return to primitive Islam. But it was too
radical to last. It took no count of modern civilization and
the ten centuries that had modified the very character of the
Arabs of the towns not {o speak of those outside of Arabia.
Yet the preaching of the Reformer found willing ears in the
isolation of the desert. As in the days of Omar, the promise
of reform in religion was made attractive by the promise of
rich booty to those who fought in the path of God and de-
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stroyed creature-worshippers. Mohammed Abd-ul-Wahab was
the preacher, but to propagate his doctrine he needed a sword.
Mohammed bin Saud, of Deraiyah, supplied the latter factor
and the two Mohammeds, allied by marriage and a common
ambition, began to make conver% and conquests. The son
of Bin Saud, Abd-ul-Aziz, was the Omar of the new movement,
and his son Saud even surpassed the father in military prowess
“and successful conquest. Abd-ul-Aziz was murdered by a
Persian fanatic while prostrate in prayer in the mosque at
Deraiyah, in 1803. Saud at this very time was pushing the
Wahabi conquest to the very gates of Mecca. On the 27th
of April, 1803, he carried his banner into the court of the
Kaaba and began to cleanse the holy place. Piles of pipes,
tobacco, silks, rosaries and amulets were collected into one
great heap and set on fire by the infuriated enthusiast%. No
excesses were committed against the people except that re-
ligion was forced upon them. The mosques were filled by
public ¢ whips’’ who used their leather thongs without mercy
on all the lazy or negligent. Everybody, for a marvel, prayed
five times a day. The result of his victory at Mecca was
communicated by the dauntless Saud in the following naive
letter addressed to the Sultan of Turkey:

“SAUD TO SALIM.~—I entered Mecca on the fourth day of Moharram
in the 1218th year of the Hegira. I kept peace toward the inhabitants.
I destroyed all things that were idolatrously worshipped. I abolished all
taxes except those that were required by the law. I confirmed the Kadhi
whom you had appointed agreeably to the commands of the prophet of
God. T desire that you will give orders to the rulers of Damascus and
Cairo not to come up to the sacred city with the Makmal! and with
trumpets and drums. Religion is not profited by these things. May the
peace and blessing of God be with you.”

The absence of long salutations and the usual phrases of
honor is characteristic of all Wahabi correspondence. In this

1The Mahmal is a.covered litter, an emblem of royalty and of super-
stitious honor sent from Cairo and Damascus to Mecca, to this day.
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respect it is a great improvement on the excessive lavishment
of titles and honors so usual among Moslems, especially among
the Persians and the Turks.

Before the close of the year Saud avenged his father's death
by attacking Medina and destroying the gilded dome that
covered the prophet’s tomb. As early as 18or parties of
plundering Wahabis had sacked the tomb of Hussein and
carried off rich booty from the sacred city of Kerbela. Ac-
cording to the official inventory this booty consisted of vases,
carpets, jewels, weapons innumerable; also, 500 gilded copper-
plates from the dome, 4,000 cashmire shawls, 6,000 Spanish
doubloons, 350,000 Venetian coins of silver, 400,000 Dutch
ducats, 250,000 Spanish dollars and a large number of Abys-
sinian slaves belonging to the mosque.! Their raids and con-
quests extended in every direction so that in a few years the
Wahabi power was supreme in the greater part of Arabia.

A single illu